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Christmas Window Display Competition Winners
1st prize: Matthew Ely, 92 Queen Street: 2nd prize: Mr O Salon, 14 Moncur Street

3rd prize: Parterre, 33 Ocean Street: Mayor’s Prize: Hancock Architects, 174 Jersey Road
President’s prize: Victor Churchill, 132 Queen Street. Awarded by the QSWWA Acting President in recognition of the 
great example Victor Churchill has set in Queen Street. Children’s Choice Prize: Victor Churchill, 132 Queen Street

The display with the highest number of votes cast at the QSWWA voting table.
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Vice President’s 
Report

QSWWA Membership 
Renewal Reminder

By now, all Queen Street and West Woollahra Association 
members should have received a membership renewal 
form for 2021. Non-members who would like to join the 
Association can use the form on page 15 or download a 
form from the website, www.qswwa.com.au . Please renew 
your membership or join as a new member and support 
us in maintaining and preserving our village atmosphere 
and environment here in Woollahra.  Without your support, 
the Village Voice and our various community events, such 
as the Christmas Carols, the Christmas Window Display 
Competition, Paint Queen Street and our Annual Dinner, 
wouldn’t be possible.

Sitting down to write this in mid-
February, Christmas seems 
a such a long time ago. We 
were disappointed not to have 
been able to put on our usual 
Christmas Carols, but were very 
pleased that our replacements, 
the Business Christmas Window 

Display Competition and our Sunday of Christmas 
music, were so well received by the businesses, 
local resident’s and the numerous visitors from other 
areas. Commercial organisations involved with  similar 
competitions in other areas have told us that our 
participation, with over 70 businesses, is far beyond 
anything seen elsewhere, which says a great deal about 
the strength of community spirit in our neighbourhood.  

A big thanks to all businesses who participated so 
enthusiastically, to the voters, young and old, for the 
Children’s Choice, to our discerning judges with the 
unenviable task in trying to decide the winners, to the 
Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra and Consort 8 for 
their wonderful music, and to Woollahra Council for their 
support, and, particularly, the fairy lights in Queen Street. 
The feedback has been so positive that we will definitely be 
holding the Christmas Window Display Competition again 
this year, so, businesses, you can start planning now! 

As well as the Christmas Window Display Competition, 
we are looking forward to getting back to our normal 
program of events this year, including a social drinks 
event on June 8 for residents and businesses, which will 
include the AGM; our Annual Dinner in September; and the 
Christmas Carols in Chiswick Park. In addition to this, we 
are starting to plan a full program of events to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Association next year, in 2022.  
To support this program, and to upgrade our IT systems 
and infrastructure, are looking for new committee members 
with appropriate skills to help us. (See next column)

It’s going to be a very busy time and your ongoing support 
is much appreciated to help us protect and enhance the 
unique village atmosphere and community spirit we are so 
fortunate to have in Woollahra. Please do join or renew 
your membership of the Association, if you haven’t already, 
using the form on page 15 or downloaded from www.
qswwa.com.au.

Giles Edmonds, Acting President QSWWA

Woollahra Needs You for the 
QSWWA Committee

 

We are looking for people to join the committee with skills 
and experience in one or more of the following areas; 
InDesign & Photoshop; Website Design & Management; 
Social Media program management; and, Excel and 
programming skills.  
 
We have an ambitious and exciting program for 2021 
to upgrade the design of the Village Voice, expand our 
website to include online payments and membership 
management, and increase our presence on social media 
as we prepare for a major series of events in 2022 to 
celebrate our 50th anniversary.  

If you have any of the above skills, please contact Giles 
Edmonds on 0429 078 229 or at admin@qswwa.com.au. 

The Queen Street and West Woollahra  
Association Ltd

ABN 98002872433  P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 
email: admin@qswwa.com.au  

The QSWWA is a residents and traders group in the area 
bounded by Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey 

Road and Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff Road between Ocean 
Street and Leswell Street, Leswell Street and Oxford 

Street between Leswell Street and Jersey Road. 
Vice President: Giles Edmonds, Treasurer: Alan Smith

Committee Members: Richard Banks, Phillip Mitchelhill, 
Susie Willmott, John Knott, Richard Haigh; Christine 
Whiston. Village Voice Editor Giles Edmonds; Deputy 

Editor Christine Whiston. Layout: Eric Scott



Village Voice Page 3

Christmas in 
Woollahra!

A Winner for Everyone

What a Christmas it was in 
Woollahra!!!  Congratulations 
to the prize winners in the 2020 
QSWWA Christmas Window Display 
Competition shown on the front 
page, and a big thank you to the 
over 70 entrants, who made this 
such a successful competition. How 
hard was it for our judging panel of 
Susan Wynne (Mayor), Anthony 
Puharich (Victor Churchill) and Alan 
Smith (QSWWA Committee) to pick 
winners with so many fabulously 
creative windows which would be 
equally at home on the list of winners 
(a few of these are shown here).  

The feedback has been tremendous 
from everyone: from participants, 
who really got into planning and 
setting up their creations and then 
received great comments from 
their customers; from all the local 
residents enjoying the special 
Christmas atmosphere; and from 
all the children, young and old, 
who voted in the Children’s Choice. 
With this level of support, we are 
very pleased to announce that 
we will be holding the competition 
again this Christmas, in addition 
(we hope) to the Christmas Carols. 

The Window Display Competition 
wasn’t the only attraction. We 
were very fortunate to have two 
string groups from the Woollahra 
Philharmonic Orchestra and from 
Consort 8 will be playing popular 
Christmas carols on Sunday, 
December 13.  Again, we had a 
great reaction from café goers, 
passers-by, drivers and passengers 
in cars  that stopped at the lights, 
some of whom were clearly very 
reluctant to move when the lights 
turned green. A big thank you to 
Jane Grimm, who played in both 
groups, for helping organise it. 

Finally, a big thank you to Woollahra 
Council for their support and the 
Christmas lighting in the trees in 
Queen Street, which added greatly 
to the festive ambience. We look 
forward to working with them again 
this Christmas.

 
Giles Edmonds,  

Acting President QSWWA
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The Aquamarine
Gem of the Sea

The traditional birthstone for March, the Aquamarine has 
long been tied to the ocean with its rich blue and blue-
green hues. 
 
Roman fishermen are said to have called the Aquamarine 
the ‘water of the sea’ and used the gemstone for protection 
on long ocean voyages and fishing expeditions, while 
the Aquamarine has also been linked to the apostle St. 
Thomas who frequently travelled by boat.

It wasn’t just the Romans who had appreciation for this 
particular gemstone. Throughout history, the Sumerians, 
Egyptians, Hebrews and Greeks have admired and 
adorned themselves in Aquamarines. 

Archaeologists discovered Aquamarine beads in tombs 
alongside Egyptian mummies, and it is believed that 
the High Priest of the Second Temple wore Aquamarine 
stones engraved with the six tribes of Israel. In Greece, 
aquamarines were engraved with intricate designs, turning 
them into intaglios.

But what are the origins of this gemstone? 

Aquamarines are part of the Beryl family of gemstones, 
which is a fantastically versatile family of gems more 
well known by the colours each stone represents than its 
collective name - Emerald (green), Aquamarine (blue), 
Morganite (pink), Heliodor (yellow), Goshenite (colourless) 
and the Red Beryl. Each coloured stone comes with its 
own name, colouring element and sometimes it’s own 
unique physical properties.

Aquamarines can be found in a number of locations 
around the world, however today the most sought after 
colours are from Brazil. These are known as Santa Maria 
Aquamarines for the Santa Maria de Itabira mines of Brazil, 
where the first such stones were discovered in the 1950s. 
Incredibly vibrant Aquamarines have been sourced from 
these mines, however the original mine that gave birth to 
the Santa Maria Aquamarine has been nearly exhausted 
of its findings, which is why these particular stones are so 
rare and many of today’s Santa Maria Aquamarine stones 
are found in from Africa. 
Mining Aquamarine is a lengthy process, which is part of 
what makes these gemstones so special.
 
Although the Aquamarine is a semi-precious gemstone, it 
ranks between seven and a half and eight on the Mohs scale 
of mineral hardness. With Sapphires nine and Diamonds 
ranked 10 on the scale, this makes the Aquamarine a more 
than suitable gemstone to be worn everyday as well as on 
special occasions. 

Today, collectors of Aquamarine admire the stone its cool 
and tranquil colour profile. 

To showcase the beauty of this stunning stone, I recently 
handcrafted this Aquamarine and Sapphire ring for our 
boutique. It was a wonderful piece to design and create, 
taking more than 80 hours at the jewellery bench. 

The 11.07 carat Aquamarine is incredibly unique and 
reflects one of the finest colours available from Brazil 
11.07ct. The Art Deco lines around the Aquamarine and 
in the basket of the setting have a beautiful elegance that 
brings the gem to life. 

If you would like to view our collection of Aquamarines 
and other fine jewellery, including our extensive range of 
unique gemstones, we would love you welcome you to our 
boutique in Woollahra.

Matthew Ely, 
92 Queen St, Woollahra
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Nepalese Dog Day in Queen Street
The five-day Nepalese Hindu festival of Tihar is celebrated in November, and the second day is known as Kukur Tihar 
or "Day of the dogs".  As part of the festival, dogs are celebrated and blessed with a Tika - a red mark applied to their 
forehead, and also given flowers garlands and offered food. Plane Tree Café’s Nepalese chefs, Chiran and Sagar, 
decided to bring this tradition to Queen Street and celebrate all the dogs belonging to customers.  

Café owner, David Cullen, was delighted with the response, saying “We underestimated the interest this would 
generate and had run out by the afternoon. We’ll definitely do it again next year and plan for a lot more dogs.”   

Kukur Tihar falls on November 3 next year, so put that in your diary now.

Photos (Clockwise form top left): Freddy being blessed; 
George and owner; Delores and Owner; Wags and Owner
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Winning wines for Bistro 
Moncur and Moncur Cellars

The holidays have come and gone, and next thing 
you know, we are a few months into 2021. From 
catering to house parties to delivering last-minute 
orders, and the holiday rush in-store, it has finally 
calmed down enough to go into buying mode again 
with lots of new releases hitting the cellars in Autumn. 
 
A bit of downtime also means sitting down with Bistro 
Moncur Manager, Simon Tebbs, to go through the 
restaurant’s wine list. In 2020, Bistro Moncur received 2 
Goblets from the Australian Wine List of the Year Awards. 
As noted on our wine list review, we meticulously choose 
the vintages with high regard for quality. We put into 
consideration how well they would pair with our French 
Bistro classics that locals have been coming back to 
for the past 28 years. Wines can change dramatically 
with vintages, so it is important to keep up to date with 
the style changes that appeal most to our customers. 

 
This March, you will see a lot of the 2019 Chablis. I have 
personally tried it and can recommend with confidence that 
it is a must-try as it is a top-quality vintage that seems to 
get better with age. Also, we have got some 2020 wines 
that have just arrived at Moncur Cellars. The best one yet 
would be the Timo Mayer Wines from Yarra Valley. Timo is 
German-born but Yarra-based, who describes himself as 
‘just a farmer’. His wines are unfined and unfiltered, with 
little interference to let natural fermentation take place. 

The wines are low in alcohol, with elegance in structure, 
and balance, while still with a little bit of funk. Their 
wines are very limited, with only a set allocation per 
batch, so we are fortunate enough to stock a few, as 
well as to have their Yarra Valley Merlot as part of the 
Bistro Moncur wine list. Although really, it almost feels 
surreal talking about 2020 wines as I still remember when 
the 2000 vintages were just released. How time flies! 
 
Another exciting news for our locals is that we have 
partnered with Simon Johnson Providore and we will be 
offering their delicious high-quality caviar soon. Guests and 
regulars can enjoy caviar with their French bistro favourites 
at Bistro Moncur with crème fraiche and brioche or take 

home for entertaining guests from Moncur Cellars. This 
means that you can get your favourite caviar until 10 pm from 
Tuesday to Saturday, and 9 pm from Sunday to Monday. 

With the COVID restrictions being eased, we will be hosting 
a series of bespoke tastings again at our beautiful tasting 
room and after a successful Valentine’s Pop-up with Just 
William Chocolates, they will be back for an Easter Pop-up 
and special chocolate Easter eggs to watch out for. So, 
follow us on Instagram (@moncur_cellars) and keep an 
eye out for our events on our website (www.moncurcellars.
com.au/events).

Have a happy Easter!

Mark Blake, Cellars Manager, Moncur Cellars
02 9327 9777 | cellars@woollahrahotel.com.au

Hard work going through the Bistro Moncur wine list

Caviar training for Bistro Moncur staff

Just William Valentines Pop-Up at Moncur Cellars
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Level 2, 68 Moncur Street, Woollahra   |   02 9357 3434   |   raywhitewp.com.au

Randall Kemp 
Principal

0415 818 966

Lisa Chadd
Licensed Real  
Estate Agent

0410 620 015

Matthew Walker
Sales Associate 

to Alexander Smith

0410 677 316

Cadan Hickey
Sales Associate  

to Randall Kemp 

0404 206 240

Olivia Keppell 
Business Manager  

to Randall Kemp 

0439 344 922

Alexander Smith
Licensed Real  
Estate Agent

0418 111 312

Ray White Woollahra | Paddington
Your Performing Agency

133 Ebley Street, Bondi Junction  3 bed | 2 bath  $2,050,000
11/15-17 Denham Street, Bondi  2 bed | 1 bath | 1 car  Undisclosed
House in Bondi  5 Bed | 2 Bath $2,865,000
47 Liverpool Street, Paddington  3 Bed | 1 Bath $2,450,000
4/3 Elanora Street, Rose Bay  2 Bed | 1 Bath $1,020,000
59 Regent Street, Paddington  3 Bed | 2 Bath $3,300,000
16 Alexandria Parade, South Coogee  6 Bed | 4 Bath | 3 Car $6,500,000
4/224 Old South Head Road, Vaucluse  2 Bed | 1 Bath | 1 Car $1,315,000
20/62 Ocean Street, Woollahra  3 Bed | 1 Bath | 1 Car $1,860,000
11/2a Darling Point Road, Darling Point  2 Bed | 1 Bath $940,000

SOLD JANUARY 2021

In 2021, we have already achieved 10 sales and delivered unmatched results for both vendors and  

buyers. Quickly adapting to the challenges Covid-19 placed on our industry in 2020, we have become  

more sales-focused than ever. This is reflected in our stellar results in just the first month of the year.

To achieve your property goals in 2021, get in touch with a member of our team today.
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A Heritage in Store
In 1856 English immigrant Thomas Griffiths acquired a 
parcel of land on the corner of Ocean Street and Queen 
Street, Woollahra and soon after began work on a 
sandstone house. This landmark building, now the site of 
Parterre, has a heritage stretching back 160 years and is 
one of the oldest intact sites in the eastern suburbs.  

Thomas Griffiths was born in Nester, a town on the Welsh 
border. His father was head gardener at the nearby Pewys 
Castle and his son became an apprentice gardener there. 
However, at the tender age of just 16, Thomas left England 
bound for Sydney, arriving in March 1849. On board the St 
Vincent he met the young woman who was to become his 
wife, Wilhelmina Foxall, and they were married in Surry 
Hills in 1850.

Initially employed as a trooper, Thomas Griffiths became 
a quarryman based at the Waterloo Estate near Redfern. 
He then became engaged in road construction which was 
of major importance in the growing colony and went on to 
obtain a contract with the newly established South Head 
Road Trust set up by the government in 1848. 

Thomas was contracted to maintain the road from the Victoria 
Barracks all the way to South Head. Today, New South Head 
and Old South Head Roads are the two of the major arteries 
in the eastern suburbs but in the 1850s the road was recently 
constructed and for the large part, in very poor condition.  

The Municipality of Woollahra was established following 
the break-up of the large estate amassed by John Piper 
from 1816. After encountering financial difficulties, Piper’s 
estate was sold and broken up into allotments and from 
1854 to 1869 Point Piper Estate Leases became available 
to those who could afford them.

Thomas Griffiths was able to obtain one of these lease 
agreements for an allotment of land from the former estate. 
On July Ist,1856, he acquired Lot 26, one acre and one 
rood of land at the junction of Ocean and Queen Streets 
(then known as Piper Street), for just over 37 pounds. The 
99-year lease allowed him to subdivide the land into further 
allotments for sublease which he went on to do.

Thomas established a works depot on his land which had 
rear access to what is now, Kilminster Lane. Blue metal 
from quarries on the South Coast was loaded into horse-

drawn drays and distributed up and down the length of 
South Head Road by his team of road workers

Around the same time, Thomas started work on building 
a house for his growing family. Constructed of sandstone, 
possibly quarried from his own land, the two-storey house 
had an imposing street front position on the corner of the 
property. Thomas lived there with his family of five daughters 
and five sons until his untimely death of appendicitis in 
1884 at the age of 57.  Wilhelmina died in 1889 and they 
are buried in Waverley Cemetery. Their sandstone house 
however, lived on. 

At some point in the early 1900s the lease passed out of 
the Griffiths family and reverted to freehold titles. The land 
which the building occupied was separated into two titles 
and became two retail premises. 

The site on the corner at No 31 Ocean Street became a 
general store and shopfront awnings were added. No 33 
was occupied by a plumber for many years. Although it had 
a series of different owners, the corner property continued 
as a general store and residence until the mid-1980s and 
the worn stone step, still in its corner doorway, is testament 
to over 100 years of customers’ footsteps.

A new era for Nos 31 and 33 Ocean Street began in the 
mid-1980s when the corner premises was bought by Kim 
Kuneman for her interior design business. No 33 remained 
a shop front for a plumbing business until 1983 when it 
was sold to Barry Broomhead, an engineer in Balmain. He 
made various renovations to the shopfront and courtyard 
to create a gardening store for his wife, but the couple 
divorced before this eventuated and the property was 
advertised for rent.

In 1985 what was to become the most important modern 
chapter for the building began. Richard Haigh, its current 
owner, rented the premises and The Parterre Garden was 
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established. Richard eventually purchased No 33 and in 
2009, he bought No 31 and created his French antiques 
business, Parterre. Thus, the sandstone house on the 
corner became one again.  

Under Richard’s direction, the building’s provenance is 
assured.“I don’t consider myself the owner,” says Richard. 
“I’m the custodian and it’s my responsibility to make sure 
this building is still here in another hundred years.” 

Richard’s vision is to restore the building to as close to its 
original form as possible. While much of it remains intact, the 
various titleholders in the 20th century made changes that have 
resulted in the present floorplan and some of the interior details 
having moved away from Thomas Griffiths’ original plan.

In spite of this, today, some 165 years later, it is still 
possible to imagine the dwelling as it once was: a front 
door opening from the street onto a series of rooms on the 
ground floor with fireplaces, sandstone walls and timber 
floors; a kitchen, bathroom and scullery located at the 
back - the structure of these outhouses remains - and a 
central stairway leading to two or three upstairs bedrooms 
opening onto a timber balcony, a feature which sadly, 
did not withstand the test of time. From the multi-pane 
windows, there would have been, as now, views towards 
busy Queen Street and Ocean Street. 

“Someone else in the future will take on this legacy and the 
heritage of this building,” says Richard. “In the meantime, 
my antiques business is intrinsically linked to its heritage.”
“The main thing is the building can never be divided again. 
It is preserved forever. This is how it was meant to be. The 
shopfront awnings have gone, and you can see the whole 
building again.” 

The continuance of this 
remarkable colonial building 
on the corner of Queen and 
Ocean Streets is in safe 
hands, its integrity will be 
preserved and hopefully 
live on for generations to 
come. Thomas Griffiths 
would no doubt be nodding 
his approval.

Christine Whiston

Calling for contributions to
Village Voice

Are you an aspiring journalist, writer or photographer 
with a passion for communicating?  We are always 
looking for new ideas and articles in Village Voice.  If 
you’d like to contribute an article, a comment on a 
previous article or an opinion on a topic relevant to the 
area, please contact us on admin@qswwa.com.au.  

Photographs. 
Opposite page: Line drawing 
tracing of the Surveyor General 
Mitchell’s 1884 Trigonometrical 
Survey of the Point Piper 
Estate detailing roads and land 
allotments. From the Coopers 
of Woollahra: land dealings on 
the Point Piper Estate, WMC 
2001.  
Black & White photographs 
from the 1982 National Trust 
Field Survey commissioned by 
the WMC. 
This page top: In the 1900s 
the building was divided and 
used for retail premises, 1991 
photograph shows former 
Parterre Garden and general 
corner store. Photographs 
courtesy Woollahra Libraries 
Digital Archive.  
Bottom: View towards Queen Street today from one of the original 
upstairs windows. 
Right: The heritage building is now owned by Richard Haigh and 
home to his French antiques business, Parterre.
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What’s duck got to do with it?
COVID has changed the way we live our lives in many 
ways. Here in Woollahra, Queen Street and surrounding 
streets have been much quieter than normal, even as we 
came out of the worst of the COVID restrictions.

Like many I walked the streets of Woollahra and around 
Centennial Park, changing my usual route to explore 
my community. While wandering down Jersey Road 
one morning, I walked past a driveway and did a double 
take. What was it? Had some children left their toys out 
overnight? Or had there been a party and these were the 
discarded props? So, I stepped back a few paces to take 
a closer look.

This was no random flock of rubber ducks. It was a tableau 
showing what could have been the landing at ANZAC 
Cove, Gallipoli . . . maybe. A week or so later I took the 
same route only to be surprised by a new scene, this one 
harder to pin down.

Then I started wondering who was creating the duck 
tableaux and why.

The tableaux maker is none other than local Woollahra 
resident, semi-retired lawyer, Diccon Loxton, who isolated 
at home for most of COVID. In the depths of lockdown, 
Diccon was looking for ways to reach out to the community 
and exploit his own creative juices in confinement. Initially, 
this was provided by joining the worldwide project, where 
people placed teddy bears in windows, so passing children 
could "hunt" teddy bears like in the popular children's book. 
Diccon took this a bit further and placed them along his fence 
and in the gate, but every evening the family would have 
to bring the bears indoors to guard against the weather. 
Another solution presented itself shortly afterwards. The 
rubber ducks that graced the bathrooms used by their 
grandchildren were more waterproof, easier to acquire in 
large quantities and sizes, and were, in the words of Ernie 
from Sesame Street, 'cute, yellow and chubby.’

Diccon set to work on the first of many tableaux, a mother 
duck and 54 little ones. As Diccon comments:
“In late April during lockdown, I set up our first installation 
of ducks in our driveway, to complement the teddy bears 
we then had on our front wall and our gate to amuse any 
children walking past. It was just a large mother and 54 
little ducks, ordered on-line. When that proved a success, 
we bought 180 more, making 234. We now have around 
800.”

At this point you’re probably 
humming the tune, 
Rubber Duckie, you’re 
the one. Here’s the link 
if you need a reminder. 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=cDy4PZPMDwU 

New installations soon 
followed that required 
sourcing ducks, creating 
the costumes, and the 
accompanying props, 
painting and working out 
the scene.

The first specific event-based installation was inspired by 
the Sydney Cricket Ground pink test, followed by a rugby 
game. This was replaced by the Ducks In Black (aka Men in 
Black), complete with dark sunglasses and alien ray guns, 
facing an invasion of hundreds of alien ducks with alfoil 
cloaks emerging from a flying saucer made out of garbage 
tin lids and alfoil. And then there was a series of medieval 
tableaux, including St George and the Dragoduck, the 
Queen of Dragons from Game of Thrones, The Ducks of 
the Round Table and the Holy Grail … Diccon was on a bit 
of a theme here.

August through December 2020 saw themes from 
Anzquack Cove (over 11,000 Insta likes, including one from 
Turkey who translated the Ataturk quote into ‘duckese’), the 
Surf Lifesaving Canardival (typo intentional) and march-
past, and then Cathy Freeduck at the Sydney Olympics, in 
recognition of the twentieth anniversary of the indigenous 
athlete, Cathy Freeman, lighting the torch and winning the 
400 metres. 

Then Diccon moved to 
one of his most elaborate 
installations, Paddlio 
(aka Palio) di Siena, a 
representation of the 
traditional and passionate 
bareback horse race held 
in the main piazza in Siena 
between horses and jockeys 
representing different districts 
of the city. This installation, 
which included a model of the 
façade of Palazzo Pubblico, 
Siena's medieval town hall, 
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and jockeys and flags in the tradition get-up of the districts, 
took 3-4 days to create and assemble.

A veritable duckangerie of themes followed, with some of 
the more recent tableaux focusing on the Inauguration of 
the President Biden, complete with Lady Quack Quack 
in her bright red dress, and the Poet Amanda Gorman in 
black top-knot and red ribbon, a yellow dress not required 
given the yellow colour of the duck.

When I visited Diccon in January, the Inauguration 
installation was still there. I happened to spy the former 
President moping at some distance away from the Capitol, 
which was complete with security fences and guards.

As to why Diccon started this project, it was simple.
“I wanted to make people happy at a time when there 
wasn’t much joy or happiness to be had. I didn’t have a 
grand plan. Each week or so an idea would come in to 
my head and I’d settle on the theme and then set about 
creating the duck version of it.”

Creating and installing the tableaux were one thing, 
ensuring they could withstand the challenges of outdoor 
installations, was another. The driveway was an 
active driveway, with a car going in and out. The whole 
tableau could not be too wide or it would be crushed by 
tyres. Nor could they be too high (a very early lesson).  
 
Then there was the rather cavalier paper delivery person 
who skittled more than one arrangement. A couple of short 
but dramatic Sydney storms saw some boats and other 

parts of a display blown onto the footpath or float down a 
torrent of water run-off into the gutter. (No harm was done 
to any duck throughout this period).

As quacks got out, more and more locals started visiting 
the ‘duckstallations’. Young children and their parents and 
grandparents, delighted in the ducks, as did most adults, 
some making special trips to see them. 

After a few months, duck 
donations appeared, 
along with some cards 
and letters of thanks and 
some suggestions as to 
what might be next. Diccon 
also received generous 
donations to support his 
work, one of the most 
significant being 10 cents 
from two young children.

News of the duckstallations spread to Diccon's friends, and 
to colleagues at his law firm, and then through colleagues 
and friends across the legal fraternity. Diccon eventually 
overcame his fears and ignorance of social media, 
establishing an Instagram account to share photos of the 
tableau, @the_ducksman.

Diccon has no intention of usurping the big rubber duck 
artwork by Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman whose giant 
rubber duck has appeared around the world including 
Sydney Harbour in January 2013, and is unsure how long 
he’ll keep creating his tableau. 

“The connection with the community, and solving the 
creative challenges, were incredibly rewarding. But the 
COVID impetus might end, and one day the ideas may dry 
up. And how long can a family home be a workshop?”

Personally, I think the more moments of happiness and 
joy we discover in the world, in Woollahra, the better.  
What do you think?

Jaqui Lane,  
Woollahra

The views expressed in this publication
are those of the writers and not necessarily those of 

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
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Best Foot Forward
 
Woollahra Physiotherapy, in 117 Jersey Road, is the 
community’s local dedicated physio clinic. In the first of a 
series of articles, Principal Physiotherapist, Kristin Haigh, 
discusses one of the most common areas she and her 
team of therapists treat - foot and ankle injuries.
   
Foot injuries can be suffered across all ages and levels 
of fitness. The most common problems include, acute and 
chronic ankle sprains, fractures, including metatarsal (toe) 
bone stress fractures; muscle strains and tendinopathy; 
shin splints, and post-operative foot and ankle surgeries.

Lower limb strengthening of the intrinsic muscles of the 
foot and calf is very important in treating these conditions, 
Kristin explains. If these muscles are not strong enough, the 
load  going through your bones, joints tendons and muscles 
is increased, leading to injury and pain. Toe clawing (over 
activity of the toe flexors) is another problem which occurs 
if the chief muscle in the leg, the gastrocnemius, has poor 
endurance. 
 
To compensate for strength deficits in the intrinsic, 
abductor and calf muscles, we start to use the wrong ones 
during activity, and they can become overactive. To assist, 
the therapist will introduce exercises to build the calf 
muscles and those in the arch of the foot which can help. 

Other factors can be modified too for common foot and 
ankle injuries, including footwear. For example, not 
wearing shoes that are too tight. At the clinic the therapist 
will assess whether your footwear is non-optimal and 
advise you of your best options.  If you wear an orthotic for 
example, you may need shoes with extra space.
 
When it comes to improving the performance of the major 
muscles Kirsten explains there is emerging evidence that a 
muscle strengthening  program for the gastrocnemius and 
soleus( located in the calf) may help to assist with propulsion 
in running, jumping, push-off and change in direction.  
 
This may be useful across 
of range of sporting 
activities. Kristin suggests 
the following exercises to 
do at home:  a standing 
straight knee calf rise with 
your big toe connected 
to the ground, aim for 25-
30 repetitions, or rolling a 
tennis ball, or massaging 
a ball gently along the arch 
of the foot for 30 second to 
assist with neuromuscular 
connection.
 
For more information and 
advice contact Kristin and 
her team at  
Woollahra  Physiotherapy,  
117 Jersey Road, 
Woollahra

Councillor’s 
Corner

What’s Happening Around 
Queen Street?

To bring a bit of magic 
to the area, Council is 
exploring having fairy lights 
permanently installed in the 
trees along Queen Street.  

I hope you are enjoying the new garden bed adjacent to 
the carpark in Queen Street which was recently replanted 
by Council staff.  

Beautifying Your Verge
 
On the topic of garden 
beds, I recently met with 
residents of Adelaide street 
who have worked tirelessly 
to create beautiful gardens 
along the pavement. In 
Woollahra, many of the 
gardens you see on the 
footpath are lovingly 
planted and maintained 
by the people who live 
there. Woollahra Council 
welcomes local residents 
to plants up their verge. 
Although Council requests 
that residents apply to 
Council before doing so, 
this is mainly to avoid 
dangerous tripping hazards 
being installed or pest 
species being planted. The 
other bonus of registering 
your street garden is you 
could apply and win the 
annual community garden 
award. So, if you are using 
your green thumbs to 
beautify your local street, 
I want to say a big thank 
you. 

Have you heard about the 
Paddington Greenway?

It’s a proposed walkway 
and bike path that will take 
you from Neild Avenue, 
Darlinghurst to Centennial 
Park. Part of the Greenway 
route would involve building 

a suspended walkway on top of the storm water drain that 
currently runs through the old White City site.  A feasibility 
and costing report is currently being prepared for Council. 

Councillor Megan McEwin
0412 455 424

Foot and ankle injuries are one 
of the most common areas of 
treatment for physiotherapists.
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Holdsworth Community’s 
HomeShare Service. 

Now more than ever we need safe, secure and alternative 
living arrangements for older people to overcome 
loneliness and avoid moving into a nursing home.  

Archie and Janice have been living together for almost 
a year with the support of Holdsworth Community’s 
HomeShare service. With Janice’s companionship, Archie 
has re-gained his spark and confidence and his daughter 
Lorretta has peace of mind. 

Their relationship is an example of Holdsworth's 
commitment to providing innovative and personalized 
services for older people in the community. Here is their 
story:

Lorretta and Steve moved to the country for horses, dogs, 
chickens, trees and peace. Just over the other side of the 
mountains, she assured her father Archie, not too far - 
you can visit anytime! Which he did, but rarely, because 
he was in the flower of his career at the time, a go-to 
litigator with an analytical intuition and a poet’s passions.  

Two decades later and his world inverted: now retired, at 
home, type-2 diabetes, doing his blood tests twice a day, 
Archie meticulously diarised what he ate, and convinced 
himself he was in command. But she’d seen him have low 
blood sugar, saw the out-of-the-blue slump to the floor, 
heard the sickening thunk of his head onto the hallway 
tiles, leaving him with a big lump on his forehead and 
a broken nose, and leaving her in a permanent state of 
anxiety about his whereabouts, driving flustered over the 
mountain's way too often. 

Every unanswered call became a torment: should she 
hold-off, because he was probably in the bathroom or deep 
in his writings, or get into the car and go? So she’d wait, 
wait an hour, call, wait another half hour, try again, wait 10 
minutes more, then succumb to the urge to do something, 
drive two hours to find him one time arriving home from 
the Spring Carnival with a friend in tow, greeting her with 
a cheery bearhug and then profuse apologies for not 
informing her of his plans once he learned of her distress. 

After that incident, they’d discussed the dilemma, costed a 
live-in nurse – unaffordable! – and then Archie suggested 
Homesharing, something he’d heard of from a bachelor 
friend, a new idea to her, but what a good one. She met 
Janice before she moved in, an investigative journalist 
and fierce fighter for life’s underdogs. Archie loved her.  

Now Janice lived in the spare room in his Pott’s Point 
3-bedder, and Loretta felt better than she had in years. With 
Janice always ready to take a call, and Archie appreciating 
Janice’s wit, backgammon skills and fearless feedback on 
his memoirs, Lorretta no longer lived in fear of unanswered 
calls and being uprooted from her tree-change.
 
Are you living alone in your own home?  
Do you have a spare bedroom? 
Then Holdsworth HomeShare may interest you. 

In return for accommodation, a kind and carefully matched 
housemate will provide companionship, help out around 
the house, and keep an eye out for you, providing peace of 
mind for you and your family.

We would love to hear from you. Call 02 9302 3600, or 

About Face
One of Queen Street’s most familiar hair salons has moved 
house. After seven years at number 158, Queen Street 
Beauty & Hair now has a brand-new location at 128 Queen, 
around the corner in Spicer Street.  The totally refurbished 
salon is on the site of what was formerly, the well-known Spicer 
Street Café which closed its doors mid-way through 2020. 
 
‘We are very excited about being in the centre of the 
Woollahra village,” says Salon Director, John Colantuono. 
“But even more exciting is our collaboration with Skin 
Body Health whose spa is located upstairs on level 1 at 
the Spicer Street premises,” John explains. “The hair and 
beauty experts are now together in Spicer Street.”

John and his styling team continue to offer the same 
bio-organic hair colour and high fashion blow-dries and 
clients can now extend their pampering with an expert 
beauty treatment  package from Jade and her Skin Body 
Health team
. 
So, if you call in to 128 Queen in Spicer Street looking for 
a cappuccino you may just walk out with a new hairstyle 
instead!

The chic new Queen Street Beauty & Hair salon features a simplified and  
streamlined design with a colourful vibe.
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WPO Back in Bloom
After a year without a full orchestra the Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra is thrilled to be opening their 2021 performances 
with Back in Bloom. The only downside is that, due to the current Covid restrictions, there are only limited seats available 
for the public (although this might always change before the opening night on Friday, March 19), so the WPO is putting on 
three performances instead of the normal two.

The concert will open with a burst of brilliance in Shostakovich's very first opus, a rarely performed concert Scherzo, 
in what will be the Australian premiere performances of this dazzling work. During the 2020 restrictions, the WPO was 
extremely fortunate to again partner up with The Sydney International Piano Competition and presented a series of 
online performances with some very talented pianists.  

The WPO is thrilled to welcome back one of these competition laureates, pianist, Quang Hong Luu who will perform the 
magnificent, Schumann Piano Concerto in A minor, a masterpiece in the piano concerto repertory which also inspired 
Grieg’s work in the same genre.  This concert concludes with Mendelssohn's final Symphony, Number 5. A work of great 
power, solemnity, and exuberance. Largely neglected from the concert halls, this outstanding symphony deserves much 
more notoriety than the cannons of time have graced it with. The WPO welcomes conductor Warwick Tyrrell to direct this 
much anticipated, landmark concert. Details are in the accompanying flyer - be quick to book your tickets.

BACK IN BLOOM
Shostakovich Scherzo Op. 1 Australian premiere
Schumann Piano Concerto
Mendelssohn Symphony No. 5

Quang Hong Luu Piano
Warwick Tyrrell Conductor

Friday 19 March 2021 7:30pm
Saturday 20 March 2021 5:30pm
Sunday 21 March 2021 2:30pm

Saint Columba Uniting Church, Corners Forth & Ocean Streets, Woollahra

www.ticketbooth.com.au
www.wpo.org.au, 
info@wpo.org.au

TICKETS $35
Please note: Tickets numbers are strictly limited due to Covid-19 restrictions

Supported through the Woollahra Council’s Community & Cultural Grants Program

Quang Hong Luu
Piano

Warwick Tyrrell 
Conductor

Not just a Tick
Summer is tick season for dogs and cats. They are 
normally found in bush areas near the eastern coast of 
Australia. Unfortunately there has been an increase in 
the number of paralysis tick cases around the Eastern 
Suburbs compared to previous years. Some cases 
have even been reported from around Centennial Park! 
 

It can take up to 10-14 days 
after a tick has attached 
before clinical signs of tick 
paralysis are seen. Early 
signs are vague such as the 
animal becoming lethargic, 
less interested in food or 
can be seen dry-retching or 

vomiting. Dogs can sometimes have a change in their bark. 
Later, the animal will have difficulty walking - they can quickly 

become paralysed and develop heavy, laboured breathing. 
If any of the above signs are noticed in your pet or you have 
found a tick on them, please visit a vet clinic immediately.  
 
Animals can pass away from tick paralysis, with the 
cause of death normally being an inability to breathe 
or from secondary pneumonia due to inhaling food 
into their lungs. The sooner the animal is treated, 
the better chance it has of recovering, so if you are 
concerned do not hesitate to contact your local vet clinic. 

The good news is, there are lots of preventative medications 
available to prevent tick paralysis. Any pet that visits parks, 
bush land or beaches should be on a tick preventative. If 
you need a preventative or aren’t sure if your pet is up to 
date, contact your local vet clinic – the vets and nurses are 
always there to help! Even if your pet is up to date with tick 
prevention, it is still recommended to do a tick search if 
they have been in a high-risk area. 

Dr India , Jersey Road Vets
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2021 QSWWA Membership application - New Members 
 

Business name (if applicable) ____________________________________________________________ 
(Business memberships only) 
Business email ____________________________   Website address ____________________________ 
Your name                                                _ __               Home/Business Phone ______________________ 
(Resident & Business memberships)                               
Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Postal Address (if different to above) _______________________________________________________ 
Email address ___________________________________       Mobile ____________________________ 
Additional Member/Contact ______________________________________________________________ 
(Household/Business memberships only) 

Email address ___________________________________      Mobile _____________________________ 

Membership type: � Individual $30 � Household $50 � Senior Citizen $15 �Business $50 

Payment: � Cheque � Visa � Mastercard � Direct Deposit 

Cardholder: ________________________________ Signature: _______________________________ 
Card Number: _____________________________________________ Expiry: ___________________ 
Direct Deposit: WESTPAC Paddington BSB 032 -255 Account 760219 
Date of Deposit: _________________ Reference Name on Deposit ____________________________                                                                                        
Mail this form to: Queen Street & West Woollahra Association PO Box 16 Woollahra 1350 
Email this form to: admin@qswwa.com.au 

Woollahra:
A History of 

Queen Street 
and West 
Woollahra
 $20 per copy  
(free postage)

In this publication the intriguing tales of the people 
who lived and worked in some of our most iconic 
landmark buildings are revealed. You will learn 
about our architecture, our artists, our residences 
and residents. You will discover the narrative of our 
hotels and pubs, our schools and places of worship 
and how public health and war made a significant 
impact on the streets of our villages. A must-read 
for anyone who has ever lived in or loved Woollahra.

Please send me . . . . . copies of Woollahra: A History of Queen Street and West Woollahra

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P/Code  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 

 Cheque for $ . . . . . payable to Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd is enclosed 
OR  Please debit the following card for  $ . . . . .  Visa  Mastercard Expiry Date   . . /. . 

Number . . . .  /  . . . .  / . . . .  /  . . . . 
Name on card . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return this form to: Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 by post or email to admin@qswwa.com.au 
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92 Queen St, Woollahra NSW 202502 9328 1555www.matthewely.com.au

It’s all in 
      the detail


