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Photographic memories of another successful QSWWA Carols event at Chiswick. 
More photos and report on page 12

Paint Queen Street!
For the past six months local artists have set 
up their easels in Queen Street to record our 

favourite street in their own artistic style. With 
thousands of dollars in prize money and donated 

prizes, we have arrived at the point where 
the judging will decide the final winners. An 

Exhibition of all the submitted artist works will be 
held in the Queens Lounge, First floor, Woollahra 

Hotel on Wednesday 11th, Thursday 12th and 
Friday 13th of March. There are plenty of goodies 
offered plus fabulous music so make a date to be 

there. See pages 4 and 5.
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Vice President’s 
Report

The Queen Street and West Woollahra  
Association Ltd
ABN 98002872433 

P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 
email: admin@qswwa.com.au  

The QSWWA is a residents and traders group in the area 
bounded by Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey 

Road and Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff Road between Ocean 
Street and Leswell Street, Leswell Street and Oxford 

Street between Leswell Street and Jersey Road. 
Vice President: Giles Edmonds, Treasurer: Alan Smith

Committee Members: Ian Mansell, Richard Banks, 
Michelle Macarounas, Phillip Mitchelhill, 

Susie Willmott, John Knott
Village Voice: Editor Giles Edmonds, Layout: Eric Scott.

What a change in the last three 
months.  Christmas seems such 
a long time ago and the QSWWA 
Carols even more distant, so it’s 
good to remind ourselves how 
enjoyable they were with the 
article and pictures on page 12 
and the cover. 

 
Many thanks to our major sponsors, Woollahra Council, 
DiJones and Matthew Ely, to all the local businesses 
who generously donated to the raffle prizes, to Chiswick 
Restaurant for the great barbecue, to our fabulous volunteer 
performers, young and old, and to the QSWWA committee, 
and particularly Alan Smith. for making it all happen.

Talking of Christmas, it was good to see the Council 
upgrading the Christmas decorations around Queen 
Street. Normally Queen Street seems to play second 
fiddle to other shopping precincts, such as Double 
Bay and Five Ways, Paddington , so well done 
the Council and let’s aim for even better next year. 

The bush fires were very much a part of everyone’s 
summer, whether you stayed in town or were out in the 
country. On page 3, read about how our local Forth Street 
Fire Station was involved in fighting them, and, on page 6,
how Woollahra residents can help the country areas get
back on their feet by getting out and visiting them

Its over 30 years now since the Berlin Wall came down 
and Germany became reunited. Read Irene Smith’s 
article on page 8 to find out how a piece of the Berlin 
Wall ended up here in Woollahra, in our own back yard. 

For the last few months, residents have got used to seeing
artists painting various buildings and streetscapes in and
around Queen Street. There has been a fantastic response 
to the Paint Queen Street challenge, with over 100 artists 

taking part, some just for the fun of it, and others with their 
sights set on the thousands of dollars in prize money and 
donated prizes. All the works will be on view at the Woollahra 
Hotel on the 11th to 13th March (see page 5 for details).  
Many thanks to Woollahra Council for sponsoring it, to The 
Woollahra Hotel for holding the exhibition, to all the artists 
for their works, and to QSWWA committee member, John 
Knott, for being the driving force behind it. It would be great 
to see as many locals as possible showing their support for 
this great initiative and coming to the exhibition.

Giles Edmonds, Vice President, 
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Forth Street Fire Crews – 
protecting Woollahra for over 

100 years

The sound of the sirens and the flashing of the lights on 
the Woollahra fire appliances are familiar and reassuring 
phenomena for local residents, and have been for a very 
long time. 1905 was a big year for Woollahra’s development.  

As well as seeing the opening of a new Post Office in 
Queen Street, it also heralded the construction of new 
premises for the Fire Brigade in Forth Street, moving out 
of the rented premises in Moncur Street used when the 
volunteer fire crew had become a permanent force in 1898.  
Since then, the fire crews in Forth Street have continued 
to protect people and property both in Woollahra, and, as 

seen recently, in combatting threats such as bush fires 
anywhere in NSW, a service for which we are all very 
grateful. They also continue to thrill pupils from Woollahra 
Public School next door, who visit regularly to understand 
what the fire fighters do and to have imagining themselves 
racing to a fire with lights flashing and sirens blaring

There are two appliances at Forth Street, a pumper and a 
turntable ladder appliance, staffed twenty four hours a day 
by four shifts of six fire fighter each, getting on the road to 
the emergency within two minutes of receiving the call.  
 
Last year, the crews handled around 2,000 call outs, with 
roughly 200 of these for fires and 1800 for other types of 
call out, including inadvertently tripped fire alarms, motor 
vehicle accidents and chemical spills, as well as property 
protection following storms, fallen trees and branches and 
fallen electricity wires. Forth Street is part of the Metro East 
1 Division, and works closely with Randwick, Bondi and 
Darlinghurst stations, as typically any fire will result in at 
least two pumpers being dispatched.  With each appliance 
having a pumping capacity of over 3,700 litres of water per 
minute, they are a formidable force in fighting a blaze!

Fire and Rescue Service training is rigorous, and, 
because firefighting is a physically demanding occupation, 
candidates have to pass the Fire and Rescue NSW 
Physical Aptitude Test (PAT) prior to being accepted.  
This is a tough test and generally requires eight to twelve 
weeks training, depending on each individual’s fitness 
level. All recruits then do a 14-week course at the Fire 
& Rescue Training College in Orchard Hill, learning all 
the aspects of fire and rescue, followed by two years 
with a fire crew, during which they must pass a further 
series of modules to become a Qualified Firefighter.  
 
The Woollahra crews boast a wealth of experience, with a 
number of fire fighters having over 30 years of experience 
and providing role models and valuable advice for new 
recruits and less experienced team members. 

Anyone interested in becoming a fire fighter should go to 
the website https://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/.

Forth Street’s involvement with fighting the recent bushfires 
has been at two levels; off-shift and on-shift. During off-
shift support, a number of the crew have been sent on their 
off-shift days to help at crisis points on the South Coast, 
including a recent four-day deployment to Eden, helping 
get the wood chip mill fire under control.  

On-shift support has been provided during very high or 
catastrophic fire danger days, with the pumper and crew 
being deployed to locations close to potential bush fires, 
such as Engadine, Helensburg and the Blue Mountains, to 
be able to provide rapid support to protect lives and property.  
 
We really appreciate all their good work making Woollahra 
and our state a safe place to live, so give them a wave and 
a smile next time you see them going by. 

The views expressed in this publication
are those of the writers and not necessarily those of 

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
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You’re Invited!
Paint Queen Street Exhibition

Wednesday 11th– Friday 13th March
The Woollahra Hotel

All artists and the local community are invited to a three-day event of 
‘Paint Queen Street’ from Wednesday 11 th March. This much awaited event is run by 
the Queen Street and West Woollahra Association in conjunction with the Woollahra 

Hotel and with Woollahra Council as the main sponsor.

Wednesday 11th Exhibition 6-9pm
 Live music, complimentary glass of Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells

Hunter Valley Chardonnay or Schooner of “Furphy” beer for registered attendees
 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary dessert for 

registered guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

Thursday 12th Exhibition & Artwork Commission 6-9pm
 $2,500 prize “Paint the Pub” commission heroing the Woollahra Hotel’s 

art deco façade and village atmosphere
 Meet the artists: exhibiting artists offered half price pizzas with a complimentary 
bottle of Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells Hunter Valley Chardonnay

 Live music featuring Scot Finney on piano
 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary dessert for 

registered guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

Friday 13th Happy Hour Exhibition Finale 4-7pm
 Complimentary glass of Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells Hunter 

Valley Chardonnay or Schooner of “Furphy” beer for registered attendees
 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary desert for 

registered guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

To register for these generous freebies please go to www.woollahrahotel.com.au



Village Voice Page 5

Paint Queen Street Exhibition of Artists Works
Congratulations to all the many artists who have been working on their paintings of the buildings and streetscapes of Queen 
Street, Woollahra. For the past six months over 100, mainly local artists have been pitching their talents to win some of the 
thousands of dollars in prize money and donated prizes. At last we have arrived at the point where the judging will decide 
the final winners. An Exhibition of all the submitted artist works will be on view in the Queens Lounge, first floor, Woollahra 
Hotel. This three-day event will be held on Wednesday 11th, Thursday 12th and Friday 13th of March. Details opposite.
Note: Registered artists painting drop off is on Sunday 8th March 2-5pm & Monday 9th March 10-12 noon. 
No late entries will be accepted.
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Visit Rural NSW Now!
Recovery from the economic impact of the bushfires 
can be greatly helped by Woollahra residents getting 
out of town to explore our spectacular coastline, iconic 
attractions, outback towns and charming regional centres. 
The majority of the state, including Sydney, South Coast, 
North Coast, the Hunter Valley and Blue Mountains, is now 
welcoming tourists.  When visitors stay local and buy local, 
it not only provides a financial boost to these areas but 
significantly boosts community spirit. 

Here are some of the top reasons to take a NSW trip now 
and in the coming months.

Easter Long Weekend, Fri 10 - Mon 13 April:  The South 
Coast areas of the Shoalhaven, Eurobodalla and Sapphire 
Coast are always a hit with visitors so take advantage of 
the four day long weekend and explore the South Coast 
and its network of coastal villages. Go dolphin watching 
in Jervis Bay, snorkelling with seals at Montague Island, 
paddle boarding in Tathra and explore the Killer Whale 
Trail in Eden. 

Autumn leaves: The cooler weather is the ideal time to 
head to the Southern Highlands, Snowy Mountains, Blue 
Mountains and Hunter Valley. Be it truffle and mushroom 
hunting in Oberon, apple picking in Batlow or Bilpin or 
taking in the autumn leaves at Tumbarumba, Katoomba 
or Bowral. 

School Holidays: Relive the nostalgic family road trip 
these school holidays and pack up the family for a week 
or two of fun and adventure. Explore Outback NSW, ideal 
in April, June and September - visit the Artesian Spa 

Baths in Moree, go fossicking for opals in Lightning Ridge 
and White Cliffs, stargaze in the Warrumbungles, take a 
camel ride in Silverton and explore the iconic Broken Hill.  

Mother’s Day: Treat your mum to a weekend away, book a 
spa and wine filled weekend in the Hunter Valley, high tea 
and chocolate tasting in the Blue Mountains, visit the Koala 
Hospital and wildlife parks in Port Macquarie or get lost in 
the history and heritage of Armidale. 

Whales: Whale watching season kicks off along the 
NSW Coast from May to November each year. More 
than 30,000 whales make their way along the Humpback 
Highway, and you can watch the spectacular show from 
clifftops, beaches and cruises. At Coffs Harbour, you 
can swim alongside whales with Jetty Dive, while in Port 
Macquarie, Port Jet gets you out into open-ocean in 
under 10 minutes. Further South, at Batemans Bay you 
can join Region X or Bay and Beyond for a sea kayaking 
tour, at Broulee Island you can enjoy a 360 degree 
view of the ocean and in Eden you can celebrate the 
whales at the annual Eden Whale Festival in November.  

For more travel inspiration check out www.visitnsw.com 
Photos: . www.visitnsw.com
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Level 2, 68 Moncur Street, Woollahra   |   02 9357 3434   |   raywhitewoollahra.com.au

Randall Kemp
Selling Principal 
0415 818 966

Alexander Smith 
Licensed Real  
Estate Agent 

0418 111 312

Lisa Chadd
Licensed Real  
Estate Agent

0410 620 015

Juan D’Arcy
Sales Associate  

to Randall Kemp 
0403 516 506

Samanatha Panarello 
Business Manager  

to Randall Kemp  
0433 712 971

One of our recent successful sales - 56 Fletcher Street, Woollahra.  

Consistently Selling 
Woollahra’s Premier Properties

If selling is on your radar, we would love to be apart of the process. Just contact Randall Kemp, or any member of  
The Randall Kemp Team below, to have a private and confidential discussion around the potential value of your home.
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Woollahra’s Own Piece  
of the Berlin Wall

One of the foremost symbols of post war Europe and the 
Cold War that followed was undoubtedly the Berlin Wall.  
As a languages teacher since the seventies, my lessons 
to high school students of German regularly included 
homage to German culture. In this context I was able to 
share my endless fascination with the Cold War era and 
the inevitable division of Germany into two nations. 

With the erection of the Berlin Wall that occurred virtually 
overnight on 13 August 1961, families, friends and 
colleagues were henceforth separated for the next 28 
years. An integral part of my lessons in German culture 
focused on the heroic actions of ordinary people, who 
wanted out. My students would sit enthralled while I 
recounted hair-raising escape stories in hot air balloons, or 
strapped to the underneath of motor vehicles in an attempt 
to get through Checkpoint Charlie, leave their previous life 
in East Berlin and enter West Berlin, never to return.

On that historic night in November 1989, when the 
restrictions were finally lifted and the path to reunification 
was set in motion, the euphoria was palpable. There was 
an outpouring of tremendous optimism symbolised by the 
Berlin Wall being dismantled.

Fast-forward thirty years to Sydney Australia. Thanks to 
an extraordinary chain of events, a section of the iconic 
structure made its way to our country where it was hidden 
away in a warehouse for some 15 years. Ultimately it came 
to the attention of the German Embassy in Canberra, 
which notified the Goethe-Institut and the 4-metre high 
authentic piece of the Berlin Wall found a home in the heart 
of Woollahra. It now stands in Euroka Reserve, a small 
park opposite the German language school.
 
When I heard there was to be an official unveiling of the 
segment of wall on 23 November 2019, coinciding with the 
thirtieth anniversary of the fall of the wall, I knew I simply 
had to be there.

The official party consisted of the Governor of NSW Her 
Excellency Margaret Beazley AO QC, German Consul 
General Peter Silberberg, Susan Wynne, Mayor of 
Woollahra and Director of the Goethe-Institut, Sonja 
Griegoschewski. Following some inspiring speeches the 
piece of wall was unveiled to reveal original colourful graffiti 
and the poignant inscription ‘Jeder hat Kraft’, meaning 
‘Everyone has power’.

To keep the atmosphere authentic, there was an 
abundance of German beer on tap and sausages were 
available for purchase and avidly consumed, courtesy 
of the ‘Volkswurst’ van that was parked on Jersey Road.
For those who wished to further engage with the events 
from the past, there was an opportunity to come inside 
the Goethe-Institut and view a photographic exhibition as 
well as to hear anecdotes from several people who were 
in Berlin on 9 November, 1989 and were eye witnesses 
on that historic night. How lucky are we, here in our local 
‘burb’, to have such a richness of culture and history in our 
midst!

Irene Smith
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brad�eldcleary.com.au

sold it!Georgia
CHOOSE AN AGENT WHO LOVES WOOLLAHRA AS MUCH AS YOU DO...

GEORGIA CLEARY
0414 913 913

GeorgiaCleary@bradfieldcleary.com.au

Say Loire Loire at Moncur Cellars
It’s been all about Loire Valley at Moncur Cellars in 
February. Plenty to choose from plus the training of staff to 
help you explore some of the best food wines of the world. 
This will also run into the first half of March so please feel 
free to come and try with us or at Bar Moncur next door.

We will have the following wines available to try before you 
buy under Coravin.

2017 Domaine De Ladoucette Sancerre “Comte 
Lafond”

This is a standout wine from the Sancerre region where 
sauvignon Blanc excels. Floral notes of white flowers, full 
and lively and refreshing on the palate. It’s a bony style 
with talc and lemon zest that you relate to Sancerre.

A perfect wine to have with shellfish and goats cheese.

2015 Arnaud Lambert Coulee De St Saumur
St Cyren Blanc

100% Chenin Blanc harvested from vines averaging 70 
years old, grown on clay and limestone.

This wine is pure pleasure from first taste, very complex 
and gives some Burgundy wines twice the price a run for 
the money in texture and structure.

Enjoy with seafood, pork and poultry.

1990 Marc Bredif Grand Anee Vouvray

Grown on the lower slopes along the Loire Valley in 
Vouvray, the vineyard has soils of chalk & flint clay. The 
100% Chenin Blanc wine is gold in colour with the palate 
off dry round, rich and long.

Enjoy with goats cheese or even Bistro Moncur’s French 
Onion Soufflé.

2015 Domaine Du Pas Saint Martin Saumur Rouge 
“Pierres Frites”

This Saumur Rouge is produced from Cabernet Franc that 
is grown in limestone soils.

A juicy food wine great for summer, as it can be lightly 
chilled, making it perfect for those hot nights.

Enjoy with meat dishes and soft cheeses.
 

Upcoming Events at Moncur Cellars
 
March 3rd Pinot Noir Australia (SOLD OUT)
March 6th Elderton Barossa Tasting RSVP required
March 31st Paolo Scavino Barolo Tasting RSVP required
June 15th World of Shiraz Tasting RSVP required
 

Cheers, Moncur Cellars
 

woollahrahotel.com.au 116 Queen Street, Woollahra 2025 
Ph: 02 9327 9777  email: cellars@woollahrahotel.com.au

Are you an aspiring journalist, writer 
or photographer with a passion for 
communicating?  We are always looking 
for new ideas and articles in Village 
Voice.  If you’d like to contribute an 
article, a comment on a previous article 
or an opinion on a topic relevant to the 
area, please contact us on 
admin@qswwa.com.au. 

Calling for contributions to
Village Voice
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Argyle Pink Diamonds
Their history and what makes 

them so special?
This year will see the closing of Rio Tinto’s Argyle Mine 
in Western Australia and an incredible change in Pink 
Diamond History. After the closing of the Argyle Mine the 
supply of pink diamonds will become very limited  and 
available only by purchasing pre owned stones. Due to this, 
some people view Argyle Pink Diamonds as an investment 
to be stored for the long term. 

However, we feel their beauty and rarity should be enjoyed 
and worn through the artworks that we create in the form 
of jewellery. We love the idea that these special stones can 
be worn today and passed onto future generations. 

So what makes an Argyle 
Pink Diamond so special? 
Firstly, the colour 
intensity of an Argyle 
Pink Diamond is one of a 
kind and a mystery. The 
cause of their colour has 
never been completely 
agreed by gemmologists 
however it is believed 
that the unique geology of Western Australia plays 
a part along with some special coincidences.   
 
The diamonds are formed more than twice the distance 
into the earth’s core than a white diamond and are brought 
to the surface by volcanic eruptions through Lamproite 
Pipes. The extra pressure and time it takes for these 
stones to travel to the surface alters the microscopic 
atomic structure differently to a white diamond. 
In addition, Gemmologists believe two rare events 
contributed to the unique colour intensity with a geological 
phenomenon and a tectonic plate shift occurring in 
conjunction with each other. 

Diamonds were first found at the Argyle Mine location 
in 1979 and the mine started in 1983 as an alluvial site 
before mining underground commenced in 2010. Owned 
by Rio Tinto, the Arygle Diamond Mine is one of the largest 
producers of diamonds in the world. Although well known 
for Pink diamonds, the mine also produces white, blue, 
violet and brown diamonds. 

Over 854 million carats of diamonds have been mined 
during Argyle’s history, with less than 2% being of Gem 
quality. Amazingly, of the diamonds which are Gem 
quality, less than 0.01% of these are pink diamonds. With 
the mine’s supply nearing exhaustion it is scheduled to 
close in late 2020. 

The colour grading of Pink Diamonds is complex, with four 
colour grades and numerous shades used (see above). 
The Purplish Pink (PP) is considered the most desirable in 
terms of value and rarity, followed by Pink (P) Pink Rose 
(PR) and Pink Champagne (PC). 

Within each colour range there are 10 shades that are 
visible to the naked eye and are categorised with 1 being 
the strongest shade and 10 the least.  A skilled gemmologist 

92 Queen St, Woollahra NSW 202502 9328 1555www.matthewely.com.au

Argyle Pink Diamonds,  
enjoy one of  Australia’s beautiful and rare gems  

in a piece of  artwork you can wear.

Opulence
Sophisticated
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or computer can see a further 100 colours within those sub-
gradings, making the colour spectrum incredibly diverse.

The infamous Argyle Mine Tender has become one of the 
most hotly contested tenders in the world and features 50 
of the year’s most beautiful pink diamonds. Each Tender 
Stone starts as a rough diamond and is cut and polished 
by master craftsmen for close to 12 months. Each detail 
of the diamond is documented and certified by multiple 
laboratories and recorded in commemorative certificates 
and diamond box.              

The tender diamonds are showcased on a worldwide tour 
and shown by invitation only to selected ateliers who are 
given one blind bid per stone in the auction. 

Councillors 
Corner

Such is the intensity of competition, it is rare for an atelier 
to secure more than a handful of diamonds at the auction 
and the winning prices are never revealed.

2020 will see the final and largest ever Argyle Diamond 
Tender with hopes of up to 150 stones to be made available.  
It really is incredible to think this will be the final offering of 
new Argyle Pink Diamonds ever in the world. 

Whilst there is a limited number of stones that go to Tender 
there are other Argyle Pink stones that are available for 
purchase. They range in colour, size and shape which 
Matthew has a way designing to suit our clientele. 

Since I last wrote in this 
column, the Council 
has completed it's 
Recreational Needs 
Study, the first since 
2006. The submissions 
are now being 
processed by our staff 
and will help to create 
an accurate snapshot of the different needs of our diverse 
group of residents, what they like doing in our parks and 
what they would like to see built in the future.

This information will soon be put on public exhibition for 
community and Council endorsement. Council manages 
over twenty different Crown Land reserves from Watson's 
Bay to Rushcutter's Bay and we are currently preparing 
plans of management for all of these, to be completed 
within the next eighteen months.

These plans of management are only developed every 
twenty years so it is a good opportunity for local residents 
to get involved and provide feedback.

Our parks and open spaces mean different things to 
different people depending on the stage of life they are 
in. Whilst older residents like to have a leisurely walk and 
a coffee or perhaps sit in the shade and read, we cannot 
ignore the needs of our younger residents as well, who 
require playgrounds, basketball and netball courts, bike 
paths and skate board facilities. 

This is why Council will be working closely with Heritage 
NSW to make sure all the right boxes are ticked so that we 
can build our youth recreation facility in Ruchcutter's Bay 
Park without affecting the heritage aspects of the park. Our 
local kids have been asking us for these facilities for the 
entire seven years I have been a Councillor and I along 
with my fourteen fellow Councillors of all political colours 
will be very proud the day this is officially opened.

We are also about to unveil much needed netball courts for 
girls in Christison Park.

Dillon Street Reserve, another one of our parks, is growing. 
Council recently received a 1300 m2 parcel of land from 
Anglicare which owns the nearby Scottish hospital site. 
This represents a unique opportunity to develop the space 
to provide a range of recreational uses for the community. 
Council has approached this in a unique and fun way by 
asking community members to help redesign the park 
through a series of design workshops being held at the 
Cooper Park Community Hall.

Chiswick Gardens is one of several small parks in high 
density areas which is a great example of a local space 
being able to cater for a range of recreational activities, 
including the much loved community Christmas carols that 
gets bigger every year.

One of the key things that I have learned in my seven years 
as a Cooper Ward Councillor, is that open space is very 
important to all our residents and we all have to share our 
parks and co-habitate regardless of our different needs. 
Parks are not museums to be roped off for admiring from 
afar, but are living,breathing spaces where people of all 
ages can enjoy their favourite activities at different times 
of the day.

Exercise and fresh air is good for everyone as it helps to 
combat obesity and mental illness and is a great way to 
get kids off their devices and outside for a few hours to 
run around.

I look forward to bumping into you in the neighborhood. 

Councillor Anthony Marano
Cooper Ward
0411640633

anthony.marano@woollahra.nsw.gov.au

Thorough eye 
examinations  

& expert advice
The most desirable 

spectacles & 
sunglasses from 
around the world

9328 2842  
www.rboptom.com.au
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Throughout the evening we were treated to some spirited 
carols singing beginning with some of the younger 
members of the community, the delightful children from 
Woollahra Public School. Following on from this choir was 
local resident, Gavin McDonough, solo singer and acoustic 
guitarist along with musical accompaniment from his group 
who together created a wonderful vibe.

To ensure that the event flowed smoothly, Giles Edmonds, 
Vice-President of QSWWA, held the mike and was a most 
effective MC. And of course there was Santa distributing 
gifts and posing with children for photos.

We were fortunate to have an official welcome from a 
valued member of our community, Luise Elsing, who is a 
councillor from Cooper Ward. Her enthusiasm and ongoing 
support of our organisation are much appreciated.

Three face painters were kept constantly busy and the 
two jumping castles attracted long queues for the entire 
evening. A new addition to the children’s entertainment 
this year was an initiative by Matthew Ely, who created a 
series of piñatas in the shape of gemstones and filled with 
sweet treats. The team from Di Jones Realty distributed 
balloons, cupcakes and bottled water, which proved to be 
most popular.

What sets this event apart from so many others is the way 
in which the community comes together to participate and 
enjoy. With the help of local businesses, we were able to 
create several substantial hampers comprising of gifts and 
vouchers for lunches and dinners, beauty products and 
services, medical care and fashion. We are most grateful 
to these businesses for their generous donation of goods. 
Furthermore, Matthew Ely donated five jewellery vouchers 
that were also raffled.

It is indeed a privilege to celebrate our community carols in 
a location as magnificent as Chiswick Garden.

Alan Smith
Treasurer QSWWA

QSWWA Christmas Carols 
Event 2019 

On Tuesday 10 December, Woollahra’s beautiful Chiswick 
Garden was once again covered in picnic rugs and filled with 
young families enjoying this annual local event. Not even 
the smoky atmosphere earlier in the day could dampen 
the enthusiasm and excitement of the many children who 
were eagerly queuing to have their faces painted or have 
a go on the jumping castles while their parents sipped on 
a chardonnay.  

The fabulous team from Chiswick co-sponsored our event 
by keeping the barbeque well primed and churning out 
their delicious sausages and buns. Woollahra Council once 
again generously supported our evening, as did the other 
major sponsors, Chiswick Restaurant, Di Jones Realty and 
local gemologist and fine jewellery designer, Matthew Ely.

Become a QSWWA Member
Ensure the Association continues to be an effective 

resident and local business community group by 
becoming a member.   A  Membership form is on 
page 15 or download it from www.qswwa.com.au
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Value of Properties Sold
$1.3 Billion

Auction Clearance Rate
80%

Families Moved
1,300

Over $5.5 billion  
of properties

under management. 

2019 Results

Neighbourhood Round-Up
It’s good to see that Council can act rapidly when it wants 
to.  In late November, local resident, gallery owner and 
patron of the arts, Jennifer Dickerson, tripped over the 
uneven pavement outside the Dickerson gallery and hurt 
herself quite badly.  

Inspection showed that the trip hazard was caused by 
upward pushing roots from the nearby tree, a situation 
replicated up and down that section of Queen Street.Her 
son, Stephen Nall, arranged a meeting with Council staff 
in early December, inviting local residents, including the 
QSWWA, to attend.  

The meeting saw some  
very forthright opinions 
expressed, as this 
has been an ongoing 
problem in Queen 
Street and surrounds, 
As a result, Councillors, 
Anthony Marano and 
Megan McEwin from 
Cooper Ward had 
their hands full helping 
facilitate and mediate 
the discussion.  But 
the Council certainly 
took the complaints to 
heart and, in January, 
implemented a works 
program to repair and 
resurface the offending areas of the pavement along that 
section of Queen Street, albeit  with bitumen.  

Most of the trip hazards there have been significantly 
reduced, which is very good new for residents, so well done 
the Council and Councillors.  Now is it too much to hope that 
the Council can start implementing the rest of the Queen 
Street Master plan and look to extending the paving along 
the whole of Queen Street, not just the central section.

There was an outbreak of graffiti around Woollahra at 
Christmas and New Year, which, hopefully, is now over. 
One great service from Woollahra Council, that residents 
should all be aware of, is the Graffiti Removal hotline, 
1300 311 322

Not only will Woollahra Council remove graffiti on all council 
property such as buildings, signs, park and street furniture, 
but also offers residents a FREE graffiti removal service for 
all graffiti on all private property visible and accessible from 
public areas such as footpath, rear lane ways or parks. 
(Unfortunately, the legislation does not allow the Council 
to enter private property to remove graffiti.) 

A great feature of this service is that the Council’s 
contractor will very skilfully colour match the paint on site, 
so that ugly, defaced wall can be very quickly transformed 
back to its original state. The best way to deter taggers is 
to remove their handiwork as soon as possible, so, if you 
see any graffiti in the neighbourhood, do call the hotline 
immediately.

Navigating the government’s aged care services can be 
daunting for even the most savvy senior citizen. To help, 
interested residents can book an appointment at Woollahra 
Library with an aged care specialist for Holdsworth, will 
help you register with My Aged Care, as well as answering 
any questions you may have about supports and services 
available to older people. To make an appointment or find 
out more, call 9391 7166.

Sadly, the rain and 
strong winds have 
seen a number of 
large trees uprooted in 
everyone’s favourite 
Centennial Park.  
Hopefully it’ll be all 
cleared up by the 
time this goes to 
publication.

Repaired pavement outside 
The Hughenden

Fallen tree across the path in 
Centennial Park 
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WPO’s All For Love 
loved by all

 
The Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra’s final concert for 
2019, at the beginning of December, was entitled All For 
Love, which also describes the passion and dedication 
shown by this incredibly talented group of emerging 
and veteran performers. Energetically directed by guest 
conductor, Thomas Tsai, the program delivered a concert 
loved by all.

The opening piece was taken from Georges Bizet’s 
L’Arlesienne Suite, an inspired choice, allowing each of 
the sections of the orchestra to showcase themselves, 
starting with the strings, followed by the woodwind, cellos, 
saxophones and harp. The second piece, the Concerto for 
two French Horns by Friedrich Kuhlau, was an opportunity 
for two of the WPO’s star French horn players, Cindy Simms 
and Laurie Liskowski, so show off their talents.  Such was 
the love for this piece that there were three curtain calls 
for these extraordinary soloists! The performance was 
rounded out by extracts from Sergei Prokofiev’s Romeo 
and Juliet, with the full orchestra on stage. Within the 
selection, the favourite was the Dance of the Knights, with 
the depth and power of the brass, percussion and strings 
contrasting masterly with gentler sections for solo trumpet, 
flute and oboe. Another great success for the WPO and a 
high bar for 2020.

WPO’s First and Final
The Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra’s opening concert 
for 2020 is entitled First and Final, this title representing 
the history of the pieces played and not (very thankfully), 
the demise of the WPO. 

The program will start with Dmitri Shostakovich’s very 
first work, a sparkling Scherzo, followed by Franz Liszt’s 
first Piano Concerto, played by the very talented resident 
Principal Pianist, Paul Cheung.  

The concert concludes with Mendelssohn’s final 
Symphony, Number 5, a work of great power, solemnity 
and exuberance, and WPO welcomes back conductor 
Warwick Tyrell.  

Performance times and venue are on the flyer below.

Soloists Laurie Liskowski and Cindy Simms with Conductor Thomas Tsai

The orchestra in rehearsal
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2020 QSWWA Membership application - New members
(Current members will be sent renewals in December)

 
Your name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Postal address: _______________________________________________________________________   
  
Telephone: _________________________  Email: ___________________________________________
 
Business name (if applying as a business member): ________________________________________   
 
Website address if business membership: ________________________________________________    
  
 Individual, Household, Seniors  Full voting rights to QSWWA  
  
 Business Full voting rights to QSWWA, listing on the QSWWA’s website  
  www.qswwa.com.au,  Woollahra Village Facebook access
 

Membership type:   Individual $30     Household $50      Senior Citizen $15    Business $50    
 
Payment:    Cheque                Visa                    Mastercard                  Direct Deposit

Cardholder: ________________________________  Signature: _______________________________

Card Number: _____________________________________________   Expiry: ___________________

Direct Deposit:  WESTPAC Paddington BSB 032 -255 Account 760219
 

Mail this form to: Queen Street & West Woollahra Association PO Box 16 Woollahra 1350
Email this form to: admin@qswwa.com.au

Woollahra:
A History of 

Queen Street 
and West 
Woollahra
 $20 per copy  
(free postage)

In this publication the intriguing tales of the people 
who lived and worked in some of our most iconic 
landmark buildings are revealed. You will learn 
about our architecture, our artists, our residences 
and residents. You will discover the narrative of our 
hotels and pubs, our schools and places of worship 
and how public health and war made a significant 
impact on the streets of our villages. A must-read 
for anyone who has ever lived in or loved Woollahra.

Please send me . . . . . copies of Woollahra: A History of Queen Street and West Woollahra

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P/Code  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 

 Cheque for $ . . . . . payable to Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd is enclosed 
OR  Please debit the following card for  $ . . . . .  Visa  Mastercard Expiry Date   . . /. . 

Number . . . .  /  . . . .  / . . . .  /  . . . . 
Name on card . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return this form to: Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 by post or email to admin@qswwa.com.au 
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woollahrahotel.com.au  |  bistromoncur.com.au  | 02 9327 9777  |  116 Queen Street, Woollahra 2025

“Paint Queen Street” Exhibition

Queen St & West Woollahra Association 

WEDNESDAY 1 1  -  FRIDAY 13  MARCH

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D

W E D N E S D AY  1 1 T H  E X H I B I T I O N  6 - 9 P M

P L E A S E  G O  T O  W W W.W O O L L A H R A H O T E L . C O M . A U  T O  R E G I S T E R

T H U R S D AY  1 2 T H  E X H I B I T I O N  &  A R T W O R K  C O M M I S S I O N  6 - 9 P M

FRIDAY 13TH EXHIBITION ‘PAINT QUEEN STREET’ HAPPY HOUR EXHIBITION FINALE 4-7PM

 $2,500 prize “Paint the Pub” commission heroing the Woollahra Hotel’s art deco façade and village atmosphere

 Meet the artists: exhibiting artists offered half price pizzas with a complimentary bottle of  
Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells Hunter Valley Chardonnay

 Live music featuring Scot Finney on piano

 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary dessert for registered  
guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

 Complimentary glass of Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells Hunter Valley  
Chardonnay or Schooner of “Furphy” beer for registered attendees

 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary dessert for  
registered guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

 Live music, complimentary glass of Chateau Roquefeuille “Amalia” Rose or Tyrells Hunter Valley 
Chardonnay or Schooner of “Furphy” beer for registered attendees

 Complimentary glass of “Gonet” Champagne and complimentary dessert  
for registered guests who dine in Bistro Moncur

IN COLLABORATION WITH 

(QSWWA)


