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Team Teddy Bear has been 
watching over Woollahra, 

reminding you to stay safe 
and look after each other in 

these most extraordinary 
of times.  

When things get tough, stop 
and appreciate the flowers.
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only for his eponymous fashion line, which was one of 
Australia’s leading brands, but also for his mentoring and 
development of other designers, such as Collette Dinnigan.  
 
Anna Thomas was a similar trailblazer in more recent 
times, building up a loyal customer base serviced through 
a network of store in capital cities selling her own label, 
all run from her headquarters in Queen Street. Our deep 
condolences go out to their friends and families.

On a more positive note, some local residents have taken 
the opportunity of more time at home to improve their 
photography skills, including the photographs on the cover 
most of which were provided by Helen Arestides.

Stay safe, look after yourselves and your neighbours, and 
keep supporting out local businesses.

Giles Edmonds, 
Vice President, QSWWA

Vice President’s 
Report

Sadly, my hope in the last edition, 
that we would be in a more relaxed 
environment by the end of August, 
has proved wishful thinking.  The 
resurgence of Covid in Victoria, 
and its knock-on effects in 
NSW, continue to impact our 
local businesses and residents.   

 
Please maintain common sense, heed the directions of 
the government and medical advisers, and keep social 
distancing, so we preserve the unique village atmosphere 
of Queen Street and the area.

The ongoing restrictions have meant that we have had 
to further postpone the QSWWA AGM until such time 
as the social distancing rules are relaxed and we are 
allowed to meet.  The President’s and Financial reports 
and audited accounts have been sent to Members 
and we can respond to any questions via email.  

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions, we have also had to 
abandon any hopes of hosting this year’s Annual Dinner but 
we are still planning for the Christmas Carols, depending on 
restriction at the time. 
 
However, despite the restrictions, the QSWWA has been 
successful in continuing to protect our village environment.  
As detailed in the article later, local residents have had a 
big win with a much more sensible route now proposed for 
the White City development in Paddington, which will avoid 
two years of trucks coming up to Queen Street to get to 
New South Head Road.

It is with great sadness that we record the recent loss 
of two Woollahra fashion design icons.  Peter Weiss, 
who lived in Holdsworth Street for many years, was 
considered ‘the godfather of Australian fashion’, not 
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The Covid Garden Project - 
Nelson Street cul-de-sac 

With a well patronised sunny garden seat, framed by two 
mature Chinese Elms, a long neglected garden area at the 
Nelson Street cul de sac bordering Forth Street has been 
rejuvenated by dedicated local residents and guerrilla 
gardeners – Cilla and Jonny, Mary and Martin of Nelson 
and Forth Streets.

Elbow grease, a little love, time and a few donated plants 
and hey presto - a garden!

First, let’s go back a few years. Mary and Martin were  
frustrated by their attempts to keep the grass verge alive 
and green in front of their Nelson Street house. So a plan 
for a transformation into something more sustainable 
involved research to find native grasses and shrubs.  

A native garden flourished and gave them the confidence 
to try another patch - under Nelson’s Street‘s expansive, 
shady Port Jackson Figs. This was not as successful as 
the patter of little school shoes killed the plants. Oh well. 
Next step - green the laneway – Mary and Martin found 
large pots, neighbours donated more and these were filled 
with vegetables and herbs which are shared with the local 
community. Enter Cilla – now that you are experienced 
Mary and Martin, let’s tackle the big area at the end of the 
cul- de- sac……..  uh oh….!
 
So, as winter set in two months ago, Cilla and Jonny started 
the hunt for plants. Two generous plant donors were found 
for agapanthus and cliveas (mirroring the plantings in 
Queen Street). The north facing bank was prepared (Martin 
& Jonny on the shovels and picks coercing the resistant 
and rubble filled soil) and in went the aggies and cliveas, 
nourished by some horse manure courtesy of the Moore 
Park Equestrian Centre (very pleased it travelled in Cilla 
and Jonny’s car not ours).

Representatives from Woollahra Council (Open Space and 
Trees) inspected, suggested some minor changes and we 
completed the planting. Miraculously one of the wonderful 
local gardeners sourced a load of wood chips from an 
arborist to donate. This more than covered the area and 
blanketed the new plants.

And here we are - a little time, ideas shared, community 
interest, neighbourliness, elbow grease and a lovely new 
green space is emerging - and now flowering. Woollahra 
Council has pledged support to plant more natives in the 
roadside area adjacent to the Forth Street and Edgecliff 
Road roundabout during winter.  And Cilla has more ideas! 
. . . 

Mary Digges 

White City Development Win
In a big win for Woollahra residents, the Hakoah Club has 
submitted a revised construction vehicle access route for 
the White City Development in Alma Street, Paddington, 
using much more direct routes in and out of the site to 
New South Head Road via Neild Avenue and McLachlan 
Avenue. As readers will be aware, the original proposal 
was to route up to 80 vehicle movements a day for two 
years up Hargrave and Moncur Streets to Queen Street.  
This would have caused a major disruption to our quality of 
life in Woollahra village for residents and business owners, 
as well as greatly increasing the likelihood of accidents. 

The Village Voice and Queen Street and West Woollahra 
Association have been prominent in urging local residents 
to write to Woollahra Council to object to the proposed 
route and asking them to find a suitable alternative. In 
conjunction with a similar campaign run in Paddington, this 
led to over 100 submissions to Council.  As a result of this 
community concern and its own internal assessment and 
concerns, Woollahra Council has been working with the 
developer to finalise this new route, which fully addresses 
our previous concerns, and hopefully, everyone else’s.   
 
This is a great success for local residents. I would like to 
thank all who responded and expressed their concerns to 
the Council; and to Council staff for developing a sensible 

solution, and also the Hakoah Club to responding to 
community concerns.

Giles Edmonds, Vice President, QSWWA
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Councillor’s 
Corner - 
enjoying 

our outdoor 
space

Who knew that my 
favourite thing in the world 

to do is to walk outside and sit down on a park bench. 
COVID 19 has revealed that I am not the only one who 
treasures the opportunity to flanerie. Strolling about I feel 
that we are more likely to greet each other and that we 
feel more connected.  I sense we are all mindful of the 
impact of the pandemic on each other physically, socially 
and financially, and that we are aware that we can only 
be effective in overcoming the virus if everyone in our 
community is supported.  Resident’s wellbeing needs to 
be the centre of all Council’s decision making and actions.  

Prior to COVID, councils were focussed on building 
resilience1  in the community specifically to deal with 
sudden and acute shocks that threaten a city (heatwaves, 
floods, disease outbreaks and cyber-attacks). Resilience 
is also important in coping with transport congestion and 
contested public spaces.  And family violence and emotional 
abuse.  All these issues are compounded by the physical 
and social isolation of quarantine, and staying in touch 
with friends, relatives and community services is more 
important now than ever. The Blue Mountains bushfires in 
20132  demonstrated that pre-existing and positive social 
relationships at the household, family, neighbourhood, and 
local community level are central to the coping capacity of 
residents.  

Work done on Resilient Cities3 includes the objective of 
reducing exposure to natural and urban hazards. For 
Woollahra Council, this includes effective land use planning 
and design to manage growth in existing neighbourhoods 
that are exposed and vulnerable to natural hazards and 
the management of flood prone land. One objective is to 
ensure that new development reduces the flooding and 
drainage impacts on downstream properties, the pollutant 
loads and conserves water supplies. (Principal 4 of the 
WDCP 2015; see also part E). Another objective is to put 
in place measures which ameliorate the potential damage 
of flooding. The tricky bit for the suburb of Woollahra is 
that it forms part of the Rushcutters Bay, Double Bay 
and Paddington Catchments4  and is considered by the 
relevant sections of each of these catchment’s studies and 
plans. The most recent is the Paddington Floodplain Risk 
Study and Plan adopted by Council in 20195.  Of interest to 
readers may be the design concept for the Moncur Reserve 
Detention Basin.  

“Currently, floodwaters from the low point in Morrell Street 
flow into Moncur Reserve via a narrow pedestrian opening 
which is set between two masonry walls. Areas downstream 
of Moncur Reserve, most notably Spicer Lane and Jersey 
Road, are predicted to be subject to significant inundation 
during most design floods. A possible flood mitigation 
measure for this area would involve the creation of a formal 
overland flow path from Morrell Street into Moncur Reserve 

and works within the park to create a detention basin to 
reduce flows into Spicer Lane.” (page 35)

Despite the proposed work being effective from a cost 
benefit perspective, the plan recommends not progressing 
implementation at this stage because of the deleterious 
impact on the community use of the area. Noting that if 
there is demonstrated community support then the project 
will be re-examined.

“The primary disadvantage ..  is the reduction in public 
amenity ……….  the regrading would significantly increase 
grades across most sections of the park which will reduce 
accessibility and the potential to use this area for passive 
and active recreation activities. Given the highly urbanised 
nature of the catchment, a reduction in “usable” open 
space is unlikely to be supported by the local community. 
Therefore, despite the reductions in flood levels that are 
afforded by this option and the high benefit-cost, this 
option may be difficult to support from a public amenity/
community acceptance perspective”. (page 38)

Let me know what you think? This decision demonstrates 
the complexity of balancing various components of 
community needs and highlights the importance of 
consultation with residents.  

Councillor Luise Elsing, 
Cooper Ward, 

Mob: 0407417704

1 100 Resilient Cities is a global network designed to increase 
urban resilience, defined as “the capacity of individuals, 
communities, institutions, businesses, and systems within a 
city to survive, adapt, and grow no matter what kinds of chronic 
stresses and acute shocks they experience”.

2 https://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0011/319556/CRIP-Report-HD-26-June2018-FINAL-
ISSUED.pdf

3 https://www.greater.sydney/metropolis-of-three-cit ies/
sustainability/resilient-city

4 https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/environment/water_and_
coast/our_projects/floodplain_management

5 https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0017/211823/Paddington_Floodplain_Risk_Management_
Study_and_Plan.pdf
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Alexander Smith 
Licensed Real Estate Agent 

0418 111 312
alexandersmith@raywhite.com 

Randall Kemp
Principal 

0415 818 966
randall. kemp@raywhite.com

Ray White 
Woollahra | Paddington

Randall Kemp, Alexander Smith and the team at Ray White Woollahra | Paddington have the strongest sales results  

within the local area that demonstrates their position as market leaders within the industry.

Contact Randall Kemp or Alexander Smith to discuss a sales strategy that will achieve  

the strongest sale price for your property.

Level 2, 68 Moncur Street, Woollahra   |   02 9357 3434   |   raywhitewp.com.au

$12,600,000 
Highest Sales Price

$175,181,000 
Total Sales Volume

$382,500 
Lowest Sales Price

$2,070,268
Average Sales Price

73
Properties Sold
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With Spring comes a new 
beginning . . .

There is always something to look forward to – perhaps 
new food to try, more wine to taste, or a much-needed 
visit to a familiar space you haven’t been to in a while. 
Now that the rules have somewhat relaxed compared to a 
few months ago, people are craving for new experiences, 
places to frequent, and things to do, socially distanced, of 
course. 

While we’re still unable to do 
large-scale tasting events, 
Moncur Cellars enjoyed 
another winter as we saw 
over a hundred Shiraz’s 
tasted during our Shiraz 
Tasting At Home back in 
July. There were some 
obvious favourites from 
the tasting but ultimately, 
the 2016 Yanggarra “Iron 
Heart” from McLaren Vale 
was the top pick. Following 
its success, we will be 
offering another pick up 
tasting of 10 Chardonnays 

from different parts of Australia on the 26th of September. 
Support local and treat yourself to a selection of Chardonnay 
from different wineries around the country. 

We’ve also kept ourselves busy with some pring 
cleaning at the cellars. Hope you noticed! We’ve 
added a few extra shelves to display our growing 
range including Vermouths and Natural wines.  

Our pub, Woollahra Hotel, has also re-opened after a 3 
month break and a sophisticated refurbishment, and 
is redefining pub grub with their new contemporary pub 
food with Asian influence. Lead by new head chef, Jordan 
Muhamad (Rockpool, Spice Temple, Chin Chin) every dish 
that comes out of the kitchen is prepared and cooked using 
the highest quality produce. 

Jordan and his highly talented team featuring Rok Yoo 
(Longrain, Spice Temple, Pier) bring their traditional Asian 
fine dining training to the table in beautifully flavoured and 
presented food at a modest price point. (see Review p9)

Their extensive wine list has been handpicked by none 
other than me! With Asian flavours in mind, I curated a 
list of reds, whites, rosés and bubbly, and introduced a 
selection of organic, vegan, preservative-free wines. 

Your favourite local pub is back and here are a few of my 
favourites you can enjoy!  With the weather getting warmer, 
try a juicy red from Italy, like the Valpolicella, Allegrini. It’s 
a great wine to knock back without fear of heaviness, 
headache or a hangover. Other good alternatives are 
the Speri Classico, and Campagnola Ripasso. With its 
freshness and energy, it’s best paired with a delectable dish 
like our Masterstock Lamb Ribs, deep-fried to perfection 
with hints of chilli-caramel & lime. 

If you’re in the mood for something different, try an 
aromatic, food friendly Arneis either from Italy or Australia.  
Our favourite is the Thick as Thieves Arneis made by Syd 
Bradford in the Yarra Valley in Victoria. It has aromas of 
green pineapple, nectarine, kiwi fruits and ginger. On the 
palate, it’s medium-bodied, textual, and screaming out for 
food. Enjoy this Arneis at home from us or at the Woollahra 
Hotel with their fresh and healthy Raw Tuna or Poached 
Chicken salads. 

So, this Spring, while keeping yourselves safe and healthy, 
don’t forget to enjoy life with two of the best things – food 
& wine. 

Cheers, 
Mark, Moncur Cellars,  

cellars@woollahrahotel.com.au | 02 9327 9777

brad�eldcleary.com.au

sold it!Georgia
More than ever it is important to be in safe and experienced hands.

Choose Georgia Cleary when selling your property.

GEORGIA CLEARY
0414 913 913

GeorgiaCleary@bradfieldcleary.com.au



Village Voice Page 7

and size is so important. 
This piece took more 
than 170 hours of time on 
my bench to make, not 
to mention the design, 
sourcing of gems and 
preparation time.

Attention to detail in 
jewellery has a practical 
component as well as 
design elements. After 
drilling and spacing all 
of the gemstones in this 
piece, I cut the underside 
of the butterfly into a 
honeycomb pattern.  
 
This adds intricate 
details to the design, 
but also reduces the 
weight of the piece.  
 
The weight of any jewellery 
is important to consider, 
and in this case, it allows 
the butterfly brooch to 
wear perfectly and not 
pull.  

The Butterfly Brooch can 
be worn in multiple ways, 
as a brooch and also as 
a pendant on a string of 
pearls. 

I love making jewellery for my clients and reimagining 
family heirlooms are among my favourite commissions. 
Making art to wear always starts with a sketch, an idea 
transformed onto paper. 

Matthew Ely 

The Butterfly
The creation of a family heirloom starts from the heart and 
with a desire to create a piece to hold for generations. I’ve 
been privileged to create many sentimental heirlooms for 
my clients, and today I’ll share the story of my most recent 
creation. The story of this heirloom Butterfly Brooch began 
over 18 months ago.

My client had worked with 
me on a number of projects 
and, on this occasion, she 
presented some precious 
jewels and diamonds 
from her late mother’s 
collection. Although the 
jewels and diamonds were 
sentimental, they did not 
have the design style that 
my client would wear so 
they were confined to her 
jewellery box. She wanted 

to make something that was truly magnificent that would 
serve as a memory of her mother, who also loved her 
jewellery. As we sat together over a glass of bubbles a 
butterfly came to mind as a symbol of new life.

I placed the client’s 
diamonds in the body of 
the butterfly and sourced 
Carved Tourmaline for 
the wings. Tourmaline is 
a family of gemstones 
that come in a rainbow 
of colours and have the 
most incredible change 
of colours. These gems 
transform from pink to 
transparent to green as the 
butterfly moves under light
. 

I love to use colour in jewellery, and it takes an incredibly 
long time to design and plan these pieces as every colour 

Inspired by the personality of the individual, 
rare stones and the brilliance of unique 
cuts, Matthew Ely is dedicated to expert 

craftsmanship and bespoke jewellery.

92 Queen St, Woollahra NSW 202502 9328 1555www.matthewely.com.au

Making Family Heirlooms
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Reads of Woollahra
Reading the times

Mary Read has witnessed the many changes and subtle 
shifts in the retail businesses along Queen Street since 
she began part-time work in a smart little corner shop 
called Frangipani.  This was in 1974 and Mary, just out 
of high school, was studying to be an interior designer. 
“Queen Street was known mainly for its antique shops and 
art galleries but there were a few food shops for locals and 
some interesting places like the original Kidstuff run by 
Adrian Blue.”

Frangipani occupied the corner of Queen and Spicer 
Streets and, although it stocked some Australian designer 
labels, the shop is still fondly remembered for being the 
best place in Sydney to buy a bikini. Attractive ones that 
fitted properly were hard to find. The bikinis from Frangipani 
were reversible and made–to-measure in printed cottons 
by Paula Stafford, the legendary swimwear designer based 
in Surfers Paradise.  

Paula Stafford had a thriving business attracting 
international clients, locals and tourists - so if you couldn’t 
have a holiday in Surfers you went to Frangipani.  Paula’s 
daughter, Frances owned the shop, so it was considered 
the next best thing.

Mary found she loved the world of fashion retail and went 
on to open a little shop in Spicer Street with her father, a 
Sydney lawyer.  They called it “Read’s Town and Country 
Wear.” It had clothes for men and women and stocked 
English riding wear.  When Frangipani came up for sale in 
1978, they bought the business and changed the name to 
“Reads of Woollahra.”  It has changed with the times but 
not altered the basic philosophy and unusual retail style 
that has always made Reads just that little bit different.

There’ s always plenty of new season’s stock with a good 
size range. The racks are crammed with different labels 
that you don’t see elsewhere and some are exclusive to 
Reads.  Beautiful silk pieces from Anupamaa and Rasa 
are hand-blocked in India. Mary was travelling there twice 
a year to work with the designers.

“I was sick of ugly prints when I went buying so I decided 
to organise my own.” These pieces are gorgeous with a 
flowing fit and a quirky detail or two. The selection of good 
basic pants is one of the strengths of the shop bringing 
customers back season after season. NYDJ (Not Your 
Daughter’s Jeans) from America is renowned for their 
flattering fit and Verge from New Zealand are slim and 
comfortable available in all the basic neutrals in two or 
three lengths.

Mary and her wonderful staff really enjoy being on the floor 
and engaging with their customers but never overwhelm 
them with unwanted attention.   Although Mary likes to 
wear black, there’s plenty of colour in the clothes and 
accessories. 

Gay Naffine, a celebrated Australian designer from Adelaide 
who supplied her clothes to Reads for several years and 
owned a chic fashion store in her home city, admires Mary 
“for her consistency and the way she hasn’t tried to lean 
too far away from the way she started but remains relevant.  
Reads has a great profile in lifestyle clothes and keeps an 
excellent size range.  They do the whole look with quality 
shoes, jewellery, scarves and handbags that complement 
the clothes and prices are reasonable.”

Reads of Woollahra was an early adopter of online selling 
as it set up a great website and a mail order business. 
There are lively Facebook and Instagram pages and a 
bi-weekly Enews letter that goes out to customers. Who 
could resist the latest offering of a light, casual summer 
coat in citrus orange or yellow? There are two full-time staff 
working in this online area and most the photography is 
supervised in house.

On a recent winter day, Mary Read leads me through 
the tempting array of clothes and accessories to a sunny 
courtyard planted with herbs, vegetables and some 
flourishing citrus trees.  This garden is her new project and 
she sees it as a therapeutic little oasis.

“I could have built a garage or extended the shop but I 
liked the idea of contributing some open space,” she 
says.  It’s a place where Mary and her staff can eat 
lunch or come for a break and customers are also 
welcome.  Freshly picked oranges are given away to the 
community and when the garden is more prolific there 
will be more produce for customers and passers-by.  
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“I am planning to put a bucket with bunches of herbs on 
the doorstep.”  

Another project close to her heart was Cambodia House 
where she sold stylish homewares. “Unfortunately, we 
opened it just when Westfield in Bondi came on the scene 
and took a lot of the retail traffic away from Queen Street.”
 
Cambodia House came out of a voluntary trip she took to 
Cambodia in 1995 to research children with disabilities and 
give them access to education. Mary helped set up artisan 
workshops so vulnerable people could earn a living.
Cambodia House closed after 10 years but Mary is still on 
the board of Cambodia Living Arts, has maintained many 
friendships in the country and until COVID restrictions was 
travelling there twice a year.

Although she worries about the lack of action from 
the council and the ever-growing plane trees that she 
says are undermining the pavement and many of 
the buildings, she believes the recent developments 
along Queen Street have been sympathetic. 

“People have really embraced the quality and the heritage.   
Although it is so difficult for small businesses these days, 
I think there is now a good mix of fashion stores and other 
businesses in the street.”
 

Carolyn Lockhart

A taste of Asia in Woollahra
On Saturday 8th August, I dined at the newly revamped 
Terrace Restaurant at the Woollahra Hotel, where I had 
booked a table for two. I had heard word that the food 
was delicious and that the two new chefs had designed an 
exciting, Asian-influenced menu. 
 
On arrival, after a courteous and friendly welcome, and a 
covid-safe preamble, we were shown to our table. It was 
my first visit to the Terrace since the recent upgrade. The 
lush living green wall of plants immediately gave the feeling 
of an exotic Asian location, save for the lack of motor horns 
outside. The ceiling was dotted with large basket lanterns, 
and the atmosphere was up-beat and buzzy with funky 
music as a background. 

One of the most notable additions was the gas heaters set 
around the tables making for a warm and cosy environment, 
as the last thing one wants on a night out at this time of 
year is to be sitting in the cold. The menu was explained 
to us by Lauren, our personal and attentive waitress. It 
offered a mixture of small and large plates, with the mains 
and side dishes being predominantly Asian. 

My dining companion chose the Salt & Pepper Squid 
with Nuoc Chaum dipping sauce as a starter, followed by 
the Masterstock Caramelised Pork Belly with Asian-style 
coleslaw. I went for the freshly made Vegetable Spring 
Rolls followed by the Grilled Ocean Trout Fillet served with 
green papaya salad. We shared a side dish of Chinese-
Style Fried Rice. I chose a bottle of Adelaide Hills Pinot 
Grigio to compliment the subtle Asian flavours. Everything 
was moderately priced, fresh and value for money. Missing 

our annual overseas trips in these covid-times, we were 
thankful to experience an enjoyable, atmospheric evening. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the food and sent our compliments 
to the two chefs. Looking forward to our next visit to the 
Woollahra Hotel, particularly now when we have a choice 
of two totally different eating venues with The Terrace and 
Bistro Moncur.

Bon Appétit,  
John Knott

Terrace Restaurant, The Woollahra Hotel

Become a QSWWA Member
Ensure the Association continues to be an effective 
resident and local business community group by 
becoming a member.   A  Membership form is availbke 

from www.qswwa.com.au
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Secret Sydney - James 
Bond’s Australian Romance 

It was a wartime romance which had no conventional 
happy ending but which on deeper levels lasted a lifetime. 
Commander Ian Fleming, aka James Bond his alter ego, 
was on a mission to assess the operations of the British 
fleet in the Pacific. His official title was Assistant Director 
of Naval Intelligence (ADNI) at the Admiralty in London, 
and Fleming’s wartime experience would give him a 
taste for espionage and high adventure. It would be the 
basis of Bond. 

In December 1944 the war in Europe was drawing to a 
close (it would end in May 1945) but the conflict in the 
Pacific still raged. Fleming would begin to write the Bond 
novels in January 1952 in Jamaica but that was in the 
future. Now he was travelling East and his journey would 
take in Sydney and Australia. 

In the Bond novels, global in scope, Sydney never gets 
a mention. Fleming visited major cities of the world in 
his wartime role; he absorbed the atmosphere of place 
and was always careful to get his geography right. This 
in turn would add to the visual excitement of both the 
books and movies, one of the factors in their widespread 
popularity. Fleming’s visit to Sydney was TOP SECRET. 
No official documents were released and flying itself was 
hazardous under World War II conditions.

En route, Fleming stopped over in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) 
where he stayed at the Calliface Hotel in Colombo. An 
old friend, Alan Hillgarth, had been appointed Chief 
British Naval Intelligence Eastern Theatre (CBNIET). 
His WREN assistant was Clare Blanshard, described 
“an attractive and amusing woman in her late 20s”.  
 
She was bowled over by Fleming and afterwards wrote 
to her brother Paul, “… a beauteous being has swum into 
my ken on an official visit and I like him very, very, very 
much indeed. As the Wrens say, whose letters I censor 
so monotonously, he’s absolutely it. It doesn’t make any 
difference that I don’t mean anything to him as he’s so 
awfully nice. Next time I write he’ll have gone forever and 
practically won’t have existed. But believe me, he’s the 
right shape, size, height, has the right sort of hair, the 
right sort of laugh, is 36 and beautiful. I wish I were more 
glamorous.” 

Clare was wrong. She remained in Fleming’s life at 
intervals and at distances until his death in 1964, at 
the age of 56. Unknown to her, however, Ian had been 
sexually involved for years with Ann Rothermere, wife of 
Lord Rothermere, owner of Britain’s Daily Mail whom he 
would marry reluctantly after her divorce in 1952, when 
she was pregnant. It was her third marriage, his first. 

The Christmas party season in Columbo allowed Fleming 
to entertain Clare, and it was through either good fortune 
or good planning that Clare accompanied Alan Hillgarth 
and Fleming on the next leg of their journey to Sydney. 
It was high summer in Sydney, the conditions were ripe 
for romance and it is obvious from her letter that Clare’s 
feelings for Fleming ran deep. Like the conference 

itself, their romance went unrecorded. Ian returned to the 
Admiralty in late January 1945 after a month had gone by. 
After the War they would meet in New York where Clare 
worked for the BBC and where Ian regularly stayed en route 
to Jamaica. The two months January and February which 
he spent at Goldeneye, his house in Jamaica, was when 
and where all the Bond books were written. It was Clare 
who negotiated the sale of a golden typewriter from the 
Royal Typewriter Company. Trying out his new typewriter 
he wrote, “I want to see if it will write golden words since it 
is made of gold”. This was prophetic. Over 100 million of 
the Bond books have been sold and it is estimated that one 
in five people worldwide has seen the movies.

In the Bond novel On Her Majesty’s Secret Service (1963) 
the new secretary of the Admiralty is Mary Goodnight. She 
is described as “a honey – an ex Wren with blue-black hair”. 
Bond is taken with her but there is Tracey whom he marries 
briefly in the background. Fleming had a playful, quirky way 
with the names of his characters. He took the name James 
Bond from the real life James Bond’s Birds of the West Indies.  

He was adept at codes and cryptograms. Mary, a good 
Catholic name, and Goodnight? Was it a memory of a night 
in Colombo all those years ago? In The Man with the Golden 
Gun (1965) Mary Goodnight features prominently. There 
is no other Bond girl in sight, and Mary Goodnight helps 
Bond in sticky situations. Bond dreams of her, feels close, 
there is evidence of a deep rapport. The Sydney silence 
was maintained throughout both their lives however, and 
Clare Blanshard died unmarried at the age of 88. 

Fleming, like his prototype Bond, was at heart a loner. 
Towards the end of his life he and Ann Fleming had 
drifted apart. In The Spy Who Loved Me (1962) his most 
introspective Bond novel, he would write, “I have made a 
hash of togetherness”. It may have been the nature of the 
secret service. It may have been that his involvement in 
World War II left him with a sense of impermanence and 
it was only in 2012, with the publication of a collection of 
letters from Fleming to correspondents all over the world, 
that a reference to Sydney came to light. 

To a Newcastle (NSW) correspondent he wrote, 
“I have wonderful memories of Australia as a result of 
having served briefly all over Pacific Fleet Headquarters 
in Sydney and I hope one day I shall come back and bring 
James Bond and his Beretta with me in search of trouble 
and just that one final, fatal Australian blonde.”

Helen O’Reilly, Woollahra
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Luxury boutique Aquel has 
brought a slice of Europe 
to Sydney’s Woollahra 
shopping precinct. The 
sophisticated interior 
designed by Michelle 
Macarounas, director of 
Infinite.Design, offers clients 
a true sensory experience 

– from savouring the chic surroundings to perusing the 
extensive selection of elegant European clothing on display. 

Aquel boasts a fabulous pedigree, having been in business 
for 25 years under its former name Riada Boutique, making 
it the oldest luxury multi-brand boutique in Sydney. Owner 
Linda Cox took the reins in 2017 and saw an opportunity to 
rebrand, refresh and relaunch. However, for its loyal clientele, 
Aquel continues to offer the same low-key everyday luxury. 
As Linda says “Aquel is about everyday style, not fashion.” 
The acronym, Always Quality Understated Elegant Luxury, 
perfectly distils Aquel’s philosophy.

Having bought a heritage building in an enviable position, 
Linda wished to create an exclusive space to display the 
international labels she stocks. Michelle Macarounas didn’t 
have to think too hard about how to create the aesthetic 
Linda was after. Having lived in Paris she was able to 
perfectly capture the essence of elegance with an edge. 

Rather than a typical retail space, the idea was to recreate 
the feel of a Parisian apartment and encapsulate the innate 
style for which French women are renowned. Michelle 
chose classic floorboards in an overscaled herringbone 
pattern for a contemporary twist and paired that with 

an ultra-modern specialised metallic ceiling and typical 
Parisian wall mouldings. Black window awnings with the 
Aquel peony logo take the refinement to another level.

The soft curves of a B&B Italia ‘Eda-Mame’ sofa and 
the feminine flounce of a  Marcel Wanders for Lladro 
‘Nightbloom’ pendant are a further homage to the chic 
female muse, providing the perfect spot to rest her Hermes 
‘Birkin’ as she contemplates some new additions to her 
wardrobe, whether it be a piece of bohemian luxury from 
renowned Italian label, Etro exclusively stocked in Sydney 
at Aquel, or on trend pair of Golden Goose sneakers 
or something more fashion forward from Alessandro 
Dell’Acqua’s label, No.21. Once you have bought your new 
outfit, then it is just a walk upstairs to have your hair styled 
by some of the best in the industry at Willomina, under the 
ownership of Chris Hunter, also new to Woollahra.

The reimagination of this heritage Woollahra building which 
was once home to a confectionary shop, has created a 
new buzz in Woollahra with many people stopping by to 
compliment Linda on the quality of the finished rebuild, 
which took more than a year in design and build.   As the 
saying goes, ‘good things take time’.   The home of Aquel 
is perfectly positioned for its next 25 years.
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Ripping 
Reads from 
Woollahra 
Bookshop

If we invert the famous 
opening lines from 
Dickens’ A Tale of Two 
Cities and say, “it was 
the worst of times; it 
was the best of times,” 
we can perhaps focus 
instead on some of the 
good things that have emerged during this pandemic.  

For us, our ‘best of times’ has been the tremendous support 
the bookshop has received from our loyal customers and 
friends. A big thank you and best wishes from all the staff – 
Michael, Penelope, Elizabeth, Gordon and Liz. As we head 
towards spring and – hopefully – brighter days, we want to 
share with you some great reads, for both adults and kids, 
by local authors/reviewers.
 
The Happiest Man on Earth by Eddie Jaku. $32.99
Eddie Jaku is a centenarian, a Woollahra local and a 
Holocaust survivor. In 1938 he was dragged to the first of 
two concentration camps where he would spend the next 
seven years. Eddie escaped this unimaginable horror, 
vowing to smile every day for the rest of his life. A book for 
our times.

A Particular Woman by Ashley Dawson-Damer. $32.99
A compelling memoir from a leading, local philanthropist 
and current trustee of the Art Gallery of NSW. Ashley 
overcame the heartbreak of four miscarriages and the 
challenge of single motherhood; diving into modelling, 
politics, travel and the arts. 

Stalin’s Wine Cellar by John 
Baker & Nick Place. $34.99
The quest to find Stalin’s 
secret multi-million dollar wine 
cellar took former Double Bay 
wine store owner, John Baker, 
on a wild (and sometimes 
dangerous) ride from Sydney 
to Tbilisi, via Paris and the 
vineyards of Bordeaux. An 
intoxicating adventure based 
on a true story.

 

A Lonely Girl is a Dangerous Thing by Jessie Tu. $29.99
This former Kambala teacher’s debut novel is making 
waves. Jena Lin, a violin-playing child prodigy, is washed 
up at the age of 22. Filling the void of childhood fame 
with destructive encounters, she returns to the world of 
classical music with unexpected consequences. Penelope 
calls it a ‘gem’.

The Boy Who Burped by Felicity McVay and Caroline 
Seltz. $17.99
Barnaby loves to burp; in fact, he thinks he’s cool. 
Especially when he burps the alphabet for all his friends at 
school! But it’s when Barnaby tries to stop this stinky habit, 
that the real trouble starts!
 
Bin Chicken by Kate & Jol Temple; illustrated by Ronojoy 
Ghosh. $17.99
They dive in dumpsters and traipse through trash, but 
there’s more to the humble ‘bin chicken’ than meets the 
eye. Find out why the ibis is the queen of the rubbish pile! 
A bookshop favourite.

Finally, our special local 
book reviewer, 9 year-old 
Max Khan can recommend 
the Wings of Fire series 
by Tui Sutherland - “highly 
readable,” according to 
Max. The latest, eagerly 
awaited book #13 Poison 
Jungle is available now.

Woollahra Bookshop – 
Entrance on Spicer Street
Ph: 9328 2733    shop@
woollahrabookshop.com

Free home delivery in 
Woollahra by arrangement – just call us.

Find us on Instagram: /thewoollahrabookshop/ 
Find us on Facebook: /woollahrabookshop/
Join our Online Bookclub on Facebook and receive 20% 
off our monthly pick!
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Holdsworth’s Support is 
Going Local

 
Connecting with people brings us experiences that shape 
our lives. It gives us purpose, a sense of identity and an 
improved quality of life. 

The ongoing changes and uncertainty in our community 
today have changed the way we connect, with many 
feeling an increasing sense of isolation and loneliness. 
But for Holdsworth Community social connection is more 
than just being in groups. Holdsworth’s approach, Going 
Local, focuses on how connection can come from being 
understood and respected by spending time with people 
who really get to know you, your interests and passions. 

Holdsworth’s Going Local is a commitment to safely 
supporting the community to live a healthy and fulfilling 
life. As CEO, Ruth Kestermann said, “Going Local is 
flexible to fit in with your routine and pace. It means a 
team of Holdsworth staff and volunteers are dedicated 
to your local area, closer to you and your goals.” 

“We will listen to your goals and what is important to you and 
suggest ways to work together to achieve them,” she said.  

Enrique has been receiving support from Holdsworth 
for a few years, previously participating in Holdsworth’s 
Wellbeing exercise group. Due to COVID-19 the 
group ceased but Luis, a Holdsworth Support Worker, 
began visiting Enrique’s home twice a week instead. “Enrique is passionate about crafts and cooking, and I 

have encouraged him to start doing these things again.  
Regardless of his motor impairment (Parkinson's disease), 
he is very handy. So far we have made soap, bread and 
pasta,” Luis said.

Enrique and Luis work together to plan their week, no two 
weeks are the same. It’s simply up to what they feel like 
doing. Luis has seen Enrique’s confidence improve as he 
finds new ways to express his creativity and sense of self. 
Luis has also found a new love for cooking and craft activities.  

“It is beautiful to see Enrique's passion and confidence 
grow as we have worked together on a range of activities 
such as fitness and mobility. He has also been helping me 
to improve my cooking skills and taught me other creative 
activities such as making pasta and soap,” said Luis. 
 
If you would like further information on how to connect 
with someone like Luis, contact Yvette on 0413 
900 043 or email yvette.coral@holdsworth.org.au 
 
Holdsworth Community supports children and adults 
living with intellectual disabilities; families with young 
children; older people living alone or experiencing 
social isolation; and their families and care givers 
throughout Sydney and its Eastern Suburbs. 
 
A full list of Holdsworth’s current services can be found 
here: www.holdsworth.org.au

Luis and Enrique making pasta

Enrique making soap
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Spring is in the air
Spring is on our doorstep and the wonderful people of 
Queen Street and Woollahra are finding new ways to 
communicate and keep in touch. One of the positive out-
comes of these harrowing Covid times is that so many 
people, who would normally leave the area for work each 
day, are now staying local, using and supporting our local 
shops and facilities. 

According to Fleur Van 
der Straaten, the owner 
of Summers Floral on 
the corner of Queen 
and Moncur Streets, the 
demand for flowers for 
weddings and events 
has been curtailed due to 
Government restrictions.  
 
The positive outcome 
though is that people 
working from home shop 
local. It has allowed her to 
meet many locals she has 
never seen or met before. 

Noticeably, people aren’t travelling interstate or overseas 
and so are helping our local economy with money that 
would otherwise have been spent elsewhere. They have 
ordered flowers locally for gifts or to say thank you or just 
apologise for cancelled events. Orders that were made in 
the city or near places of work are now being made here. 
Fleur believes this has given a new sense of community to 
people who would otherwise spend a good proportion of 
their lives in outside Woollahra. 

One of these newly met locals is Naomi Elias. Naomi was 
one of the ninety-six artists who submitted work for the 
“Paint Queen Street” Exhibition and Prize-Giving event 
run by the QSWWA in March, just prior to the lock-down. 
Naomi painted a picture of the building where Summers 
Floral is located and where, many years ago, John Williams 
Antiques use to be. After the exhibition, Naomi showed 
the painting to Fleur, who was so delighted with it she 
offered Naomi flowers as an exchange, so it could hang 
permanently in the shop. If you pop into the corner florist 
you can see it proudly displayed amongst the dazzling 
array of flowers that always adorns the premises.

Fleur has been involved 
with Summers Floral for 
twenty four years, the last 
twenty of those as the 
owner. Naomi has been a 
local for eighteen years, yet 
they had never met before. 
Both said their circle of 
local acquaintances had 
increased since the lock-
down began. 

Naomi moved to the 
area because of its close 
proximity to Centennial Park, 
the village shops and nearby 

railway station. She did so after earlier completing her Law 
degree. However, once here, her love of art moved her to 
do a Master’s Degree in Arts Administration at C.O.F.A. 
This lead to several curating positions, including time spent 
with the well known Stella Downer Gallery. Her Arts training 
continued under various established artists, including Tony 
Tozer of the Willoughby Arts Centre and Ashley Frost.

The love of colour is a big factor in Naomi’s painting 
which has steadily evolved over the years from Abstract 
to Realist Impressionism, using the medium of acrylic 
paint on canvas. Most recently she has moved to Still Life, 
inspired by Zoom cocktails at home and a Zoom art course 
(sounds good to me!).

Fleur, in responding to my questions regarding the flowers 
she sells and on the wider flower market, explained that 
the Victorian shut down had reduced the flowers available 
locally. Victoria is usually a big supplier, but the recent re-
lockdown has now led to an increase in imported varieties. 
Roses, though, will come back into their own with locally 
grown varieties becoming available by October. I asked 
Fleur what her favourite flowers were. The subtle colour of 
lilac was her favourite Spring flower; in Summer, the heady 
fragrance of gardenias; Autumn was David Austin roses 
and; in Winter, the delicate colours of sweet peas. 

As far as colour is concerned both Naomi and Fleur are 
experts on matching colour with their environment. These 
two intelligent, worldly ladies have become friends, both 
sharing the joys and pleasures of our village lifestyle.

John Knott
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WPO retunes for restrictions
COVID 19 has had a dreadful impact on each and every 
one of us and sadly, like every other arts organisation, the 
Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra had to cancel all their 
2020 and 2021 concert activity as a result. 

To try and keep community engagement happening during 
lockdown, WPO President, Martin Cohen  tried to get as 
many members of the WPO active on line, sharing, via 
social media, new interests they had taken up, music they 
were practicing, food they were making, and really just 
about anything they were willing to share with each other 
on what they were doing to keep busy and distracted while 
in lockdown. 

Martin had personally been baking and attempting to teach 
himself the oboe, while also enrolled in some acting classes 
– online. He felt it was very important for everyone to stay 
connected and we all saw this with the sudden surge in 
using Zoom to video call for so many social gatherings. 
It was very clear that everyone in the WPO had all really 
missed their regular Monday night rehearsals, which, 
aside from being a chance to work on their upcoming 
concert programs, was also just as much an opportunity 
to catch up with their orchestral family, to have a chat, a 
cup of tea and to see their musical friends and socialise. 
It was clear that this was just as important as the music 
they make together, and the physical distancing had really 
brought home the message of how important the sense of 
belonging to a community really is to all each of them. 

As the restrictions in NSW began to ease up, when people 
were allowed in invite a small number of people to their 
homes, Martin was able to arrange a chamber music 
program for the WPO members, which allowed willing 
participants the opportunity to once again play music 
with their peers, albeit on a smaller scale. These smaller 
settings were tremendously successful, and the musicians 
were able to adjust with the new reality of social distancing 
and can be seen in the photo below. 

The musicians kept their distance, sanitised their hands, 
bumped elbows and removed shoes as they entered 
into the different homes of their orchestral colleagues, to 
play in string quartets, wind sextets and mixed chamber 
ensembles. The boost in everyone’s moral was wonderful 
to see and hear, and the enthusiasm to play music again 
was heart-warming to witness on social media and to hear 
about. 

Restrictions eased up further, and, following a Covid 19 
health and safety plan submission to an approval panel 
at the church where the WPO always rehearses and 

performs (Saint Columba Uniting Church), the WPO was 
able to assemble as a 20 piece ensemble, branded The 
Woollahra Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra. With such 
limited numbers, they couldn’t spare space for a conductor, 
so 20 musicians formed together under Martin’s direction, 
directing the WPCO while playing flute. 

They began work immediately on a wonderful program 
of Mozart and Haydn symphonies, but sadly, Martin was 
forced into 2 weeks of lockdown following a visit to the 
Apollo Restaurant in Potts Point. The orchestra played 
on, directed by concert master Rob Nijs. During this time, 
fortunately Martin’s test results came back all clear, and, 
after 2 weeks of lock down, he was able to resume activity 
with the WPCO. Unfortunately, further spikes in outbreaks 
occurred and NSW Health put out a statement advising 
wind and brass instruments not to play in group situations. 
Dashed again! 

As a result, the wind instruments were dropped from the 
WPOCO and Martin quickly moved from flute to piano and 
started work with concert master Rob Nijs on a Mozart 
piano concerto that could be played with just the strings of 
the orchestra. 

For now, there are no wind instruments playing together, 
but the WPO is showing its resilience and persevering on 
in whatever way they can, while ensuring social distancing 
regulations are meet. They hope to be able to do some live 
streaming at some point in the near future, but for now, 
they are enjoying each others company and making music 
together while they can. There are bound to be on going 
changes ahead, but they will keep adapting as they need 
to, and one way or another, the music will play on. 

Martin Cohen, President, 
Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra

Calling for 
contributions to

Village Voice
Are you an aspiring journalist, 
writer or photographer with a 
passion for communicating?  
We are always looking for 
new ideas and articles in 
Village Voice.  

If you would like to contribute an article, a comment 
on a previous article or an opinion on a topic relevant 
to the area, please contact the editor by email on 
admin@qswwa.com.au.  
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Explore our new design 
precinct at 31 and 38 
Ocean Street, Woollahra
(02) 9310 7400
parterre.com.au


