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Planning Woollahra’s Future
Woollahra Council is developing a Local Strategic Planning Statement which 
will set out a 20-year vision for managing future land use in Woollahra and 

preserving Woollahra’s values and special characteristics. Full details page 7.

Carols 2018
Families came in droves to beautiful Chiswick Gardens for 

the annual QSWWA Christmas Carols and open air ‘picnic’ in 
December, making the 2018 event bigger and better than ever 

before! Full report and more photos on pages 12 and 13.
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President’s Report

The Queen Street and West Woollahra  
Association Ltd
ABN 98002872433 

P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 
email: admin@qswwa.com.au  

The QSWWA is a residents and traders group in the area 
bounded by Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey 

Road and Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff Road between Ocean 
Street and Leswell Street, Leswell Street and Oxford 

Street between Leswell Street and Jersey Road. 
President: Ken Gresham Treasurer: Alan Smith

Committee Members: Ian Mansell, Richard Banks, 
Rosemary McDonald, Phillip Mitchelhill, Giles Edmonds, 

Susie Willmott
Village Voice: Editor Giles Edmonds, Layout: Eric Scott.

Become a QSWWA Member
Ensure the Queen Street West Woollahra Association 

continues to be an effective resident and local 
business community group by joining the Association, 

and helping foster a sense of identity with the 
QSWWA area and a pride in its individual character.    
The  Membership form is on page 15 or download it 

from www.qswwa.com.au

Calling for contributions to
Village Voice

Are you an aspiring journalist, writer or photographer with 
a passion for communicating?  We are always looking 
for new ideas and articles in Village Voice.  If you can 
contribute an individual article, a comment on a previous 
article or an opinion on a topic relevant to the area, please 
contact us on admin@qswwa.com.au.   
 

There’s no shortage of local topics of interest to Village 
Voice readers, from local history to modern design, from 
children’s articles to advice for senior citizens.   
 
The Village Voice is delivered to 5,000 homes and 
businesses in the Queen Street, West Woollahra and East 
Paddington areas, so it’s your chance to communicate 
with your neighbours.  Please, don’t be shy, get in touch!

Christmas Decorations
Great to see that, after many years, some quick work by 
our councillors resulted in Queen Street getting some 
Christmas decorations. Everyone is very appreciative, but 
overall feedback is a request that next year, could they be 
a bit bigger, as they were hard to see, as demonstrated in 
these photos.

Woollahra Village

In my view the descriptive term most often 
misused is “village”.

The dictionaries most commonly describe 
a village as a group of houses larger than a hamlet but 
smaller than a town often with local retail shops servicing 
the local community. Another aspect often ascribed to a 
village is that it is of human proportion, meaning low bulk 
buildings of up to two or three stories.

Thus, Woollahra Village is rightfully described as a village.

The constant use of the term village is an example of “realty-
speak” a language created to give warm and fuzzy feeling 
around a piece of real estate in order to invoke an emotional 
reaction. Other examples that are common are “compact” 
(small) “intimate”(small) “surprisingly well designed” (small) 
and a personal favourite “close to transport” (next to the 
railway line or on a busy main road).

But I digress . . .
The issue came up when we had a small dinner party that 
included a couple from Double Bay. The couple commented 
how lucky we were to live in a real village, so close to shops 
that were obviously stocked for the needs of the community. 
As well they observed how the scale of the buildings was 
comfortable with no medium or high-rise blocks.

Hence this column in the association’s own (original) “The 
Village Voice” that we have published for many decades 
under that banner.

So what is desirable about village life? It is, I would venture, 
an idealised, human scaled and friendly community in which 
to live. Where you know, recognise and greet the locals, 
shopping in local shops that know who you are and what 
you usually like to purchase. We have a fine old church and 
a couple of Pubs that would be proud to be described as 
Locals. After all, when UK television wishes to idealise life 
in Britain it always bases its location in a village. 

Yes, we have our issues with parking, traffic, street cleaning 
etc but I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else but Woollahra 
Village.

Ken Gresham
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Queen Street - Inside Out
Our local expert on all things to do with house and homes 
in Woollahra, John Knott, takes a look at how Queen Street 
has now become one of the major interior design centres 
in Sydney.

Let’s take a stroll down what has recently become the new 
hub for home interiors in Sydney. Coming along Oxford 
Street from Paddington we turn left into Queen Street, a tree 
lined thoroughfare which forms the heart of the Woollahra 
Village. This well-trodden showcase of everything exclusive 
was once the domain of 21 registered antique dealers. In 
the 2000s, the fashion houses arrived attracting names 
like Carla Zampatti, Oroton, Adam Dixon and Collette 
Dinnigan. Later, we had a flurry of children’s-wear fashion 
houses including Seed, Jacardi, Amani Junior and Mini 
Raxevski, but over the past few years we have seen a 
reformation in the street.  Interior designers, home furnishers 
and those supplying the accoutrements for beautiful homes 
have arrived and now call Queen Street home. 

So, let’s start our short walk along this hallowed thoroughfare. 
Our first Interiors Gallery is Tibet Sydney at number 22 
Queen Street, displaying a striking range of hand-woven 
rugs, wall hangings and Tibetan objets d’art. We move on 
across the street to 47 Queen Street to Terrace Outdoor 
Living, where one can purchase a wide range of garden 
furniture and plantings. 

A few doors down at number 63 Queen Street, is a beautifully 
presented terrace house, home of a much-awarded interior 
design team, Decus. Decus Interiors celebrates beautiful 
design in all its manifestations. As purveyors of the original 
and unexpected, each Decus project is informed by a 
philosophy that interiors can significantly and positively 
impact our everyday lives.

Over the road again, we see eclectic designer store 
Eighteen Ten, housing a great selection of unique table 
and homewares with an elegant twist. Hello, what’s this? 
Number 72 Queen Street offers a bevy of interior architects 
and designers located together in this late 1800s terrace. 
Handelsmann & Khaw Interior Design & Ciliberto 
Architects are both on the first floor, with Melissa Collison 
Interior Design on the floor above. Melissa is currently in 
charge of interiors for the Matthew Ely Jewellers fit-out 
just down the street at number 92, which is opening in April. 

Let’s cross Halls Lane, 
passing by the wonderful 
display of bedwear at Polite 
Society, on the corner 
where Alex Roth Architects 
are located on the first floor. 
Alex Roth, now here’s a man 
who can really have your 
tired old property fly into the 
21st Century. Leading edge 
architectural additions and 
rebuilds at your doorstep, 
plus Alex is a really decent 
sort of chap. 

In the shop below, we find 
The Bay Tree kitchenware. 

This is where owner Susie 
offers everything you will ever need for the preparation and 
presentation of food. It is a virtual menagerie of all things 
useful and beautiful for the kitchen. Susie is a long-term 
trader around Queen Street with excellent credentials and 
offering exquisite imported kitchenware from all around the 
world.

Just next door is one of Queen Street’s newest arrival’s, 
Alm Interior Design and Furnishings. French owner, 
Marjolaine Leray, has her own design practice and three 
homewares stores in the idyllic hilltop village of Ramateulle, 
South of France, and expertly curates a mix of art, furniture 
and homewares in her new watermelon-hued gallery-
meets-retail space on Queen Street. Here you can find the 
bold photography of Melbourne artists Honey Long and 
Prue Stent, furniture pieces from Australia’s Trent Jansen 
alongside one-off glass vases from France. Alm is a 

Alex Roth

Decus Interiors
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supporter of local design, a quiet champion of sustainability 
and our new one-stop shop for interiors inspiration. 

Next door at number 86 is Greene and Greene Antiques 
(see previous article on our website). Michael and Victoria 
have Sydney’s finest range of “small” antiques. They are 
soon to be neighbours with Sydney’s most flamboyant and 
stylish contemporary carpet designers. Perryman Carpets 
by Design are opening shortly at 88 Queen Street. The 
owners, Ian and Belinda Perryman, are excited about their 
second shop in the Street. Their carpet store, Perryman 

Oriental Carpets, has been trading at 100 Queen Street 
for almost 30 years. This new venture will offer a design 
service whereby private clients and interior designers 
can order their own size, colour and design of top-end 
handmade carpets. 

At 90 Queen Street, we will shortly see the opening of Tempo 
Interiors, a long-established interior design business 
in Mosman, now extending their exquisite furnishing 
concepts to the Eastern Suburbs. Tempo will be the fourth 
tenant in this row of shops to join us in Queen Street. 
With 88, 90,1/92 & 2/92 Queen Street all being recently 
leased, things are certainly looking positive for mid-year. 

We’ll slip into Plane Tree café at 113 Queen for a quick 
coffee, then continue our stroll through the village. That was 
excellent, totally rejuvenated! Let’s continue-on. Oh, we’ll 
just walk around the corner to Moncur Street and check out 
the tiles on offer at Inigo Jones & Co. Great selection here, 
everything in tiles from the kitchen to the garden. 

Across the lights, and opposite Maloney’s in Moncur 
Street, is AP Design, a very personalised design service 
catering to residential and commercial clients looking for 
that something extra special in presentation. On the corner 
in Queens Court, we have Infinite Design, international 
designers with a colourful display of furnishings and fabric 
ready to awaken your creative spirit. 

Further along the street, on the corner of Ocean and Queen 
Streets, is Robyn Cosgrove Carpets, offering a wide 
selection of high-quality carpets and rugs. Just opposite 
is Parterre Garden, the Street’s leading French inspired 
exterior and interior design and furnishing house. Take an 
hour or two to study their exquisite offerings and fit in a quick 
lunch at Café Parterre while pondering your purchases

Finally, if you are upgrading a bathroom, kitchen or spa 
then you really shouldn’t go past The English Tapware 
Company at 170 Queen Street, with their international 
range of bathroom and kitchen tapware. Their exquisite 
range is second to none in Sydney, or Australia for that 
matter. 

If you are thinking of upgrading and want a to have a chat 
about local suppliers give me a call: John Knott on 0413 
328 815

Alm Interior Design and Furnishings

Belinda and Ian  Perryman

Parterre Garden               
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Mark Blake @ Moncur Cellars
Moncur Cellars has finished another summer which has 
seen the change in how we are eating and drinking more 
than ever. We are consuming less but drinking and eating 
better!

An example of this is the Craft Beer market. We now have 
more local Brewed Beers with different flavours. Our biggest 
sellers are Balter, Stone Wood , Modus, Frenchies, Yulli’s 
and of course Young Henry. The cooler months are on the 
way and we will see people enjoying the lighter Reds.
Pinot Noir & Gamay will be the wine that we will be drinking 
leading up to Easter.

If you are looking for a chance to try over 150 Pinot Noir’s 
and Gamay’s please come along to our next tasting on the 
2nd of April.

For your next Dinner Party, I have given you two options
to enjoy with Pinot Noir and Gamay (see below)

Thanks to Ruth at Simon Johnson for the chance to try 
some amazing cheese and find the one that I would enjoy 
with Pinot Noir. Also thanks to Damien Pignolet for a recipe 
to enjoy with Pinot Noir. The Chefs at Bistro Moncur have 
put this dish on the Specials Menu also if you prefer to have 
someone else cook for you.   

Please feel free to come in and have a chat about some 
new Pinot’s and Gamay’s at the shop.

Cheers MB 

Pinot Noir & Gamay Australia Tasting by Moncur Cellars
April 2nd 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Tickets $25 Over 150 Wines to taste
RSVP cellars@woollahrahotel.com.au or call 9327 9715

Mark’s Wine Match Option 1 
L’Amuse Signature Gouda @ Simon Johnson
Wine Match With  2018 Glaetzer – Dixon Pinot Noir
Origin: North Holland, Netherlands 
Classification: Artisan 
Milk Source: Cow 
Type: Hard 
Form:16kg 
Approx Age: 24+ months 

Cheese Crystals - the crunchy white bits in aged cheeses 
are in-fact calcium lactate crystals and tyrosine crystals. As 
cheese matures, calcium and lactic acid combine to form 

calcium lactate 
crystals. Tyrosine 
crystals form when 
proteins in the 
cheese are broken 
down during the 
aging process 
- an amino acid 
called tyrosine 
is released and 
clusters together 
to form the 
crystals.

Mark’s Wine Match Option 2 
Grilled duck breasts with Celeriac and Parsley Sauce 
By Damien Pignolet
Wine Match With 2017 Caledonia “Australis” Pinot Noir 

The flavour profile of this dish is based on the earthy 
character often associated with Pinot Noir and Gamay as 
well as the richness of duck and its affinity with the fruity 
character of these wines.

Celeriac is earthy with a developed celery flavour and 
slight undertones of aniseed. Parsnip tinged with the exotic 
nature of vanilla further supports both the wine and the 
succulent flavour of grilled duck breast.  The parsley sauce 
is based on eschalots and a vinegar reduction supported by 
rich chicken stock and plays a linking role in this dish.

For 4 portions

4 large duck breasts, skin scored almost through to the 
flesh (a Stanley knife does a great job)
spray olive oil
Salt

The celeriac
4 x 1.5 cm thick slices of skinned celeriac
50 g butter and water

Parsley Sauce 
150 g finely diced eschalots
¼ tsp coarsely cracked black peppercorns
200 ml red wine vinegar
300 ml chicken stock reduced to 100 ml (Maggie Beer’s 
reduced salt chicken stock is very suitable)
1 bunch flat - leaf parsley, coarse stalks discarded, the 
balance washed
100 g cold unsalted butter, diced in small pieces

Garnish
200 g snow peas or sugar snaps
20 g unsalted butter
Salt and pepper

Method
Celeriac – may be cooked well in advance
Select a frying pan that will hold the 4 slices in one layer. 
Add sufficient water just to cover them then distribute the 
butter in little pieces with a pinch of salt. Simmer at a lively 
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Emanuel Synagogue hosts 
25th Jewish LGBT+ World 

Congress
The peak body of the international Jewish LGBT+ 
community is to hold its World Congress in Sydney for 
the first time in March 2019, bringing a global focus and 
providing a space for ideas, networking and good fun.  The 
Congress is hosted by Dayenu – Sydney’s Jewish LGBT+ 
group, and will take place at the Emanuel Synagogue, 
Woollahra from 21 to 24 March.

The Congress theme “Kol Koleinu” (All Our Voices) comes 
from the title of the recently published World Congress 
book, reflecting its vision to create a space where all 
voices can be heard, dialogue can emerge, and insight and 
understanding can be nourished. The four-day conference 
features a host of international speakers addressing 
Jewish LGBT+ issues, panel discussions, a tour of the 
Sydney Jewish Museum, entertainment, a harbour cruise 
and much more.

The interface between Jewish and LGBT+ cultures is a 
complex one - minorities within minorities. Conference 
convener, Dayenu’s Kim Gotlieb said the Sydney 
community was thrilled to have attracted leading facilitators 
to present sessions on ways to get along with others with 
more understanding, including Wentworth’s newly-elected 
Independent Member of Parliament, Dr Kerryn Phelps.

“Building bridges, developing community and moving 
forward towards a better world – these are all part of 
Tikkun Olam, (repairing of the world) - a classic Jewish 
value which we hold dear.”

pace for about 8 minutes then turn over with a palate knife 
and cook until tender and showing some colour. The liquid 
should have evaporated – cover the surface with plastic 
film and leave at room temperature until serving. 

Parsley Sauce – Can be made in advance up to step 2
1. Reduce the eschalots, peppercorns and vinegar to ¼ 

of the volume then add the reduced stock and simmer 
gently for 10 minutes then strain into another pan.

2. Plunge the parsley into boiling salted water and boil for 
10 minutes or until its really soft. Drain and press out the 
bulk of the water against the sieve. Blitz the parsley with 
the sauce (1) in a blender and put aside.

3. On service, when the dusk breasts are cooked and rested 
bring the parsley sauce to the boil then whisk in the cold 
butter in a few additions over high heat. Put aside ready 
to reheat for service.

Cooking the duck breasts and serving
Heat your overhead grill in your oven to maximum for about 
20 minutes before cooking the breasts. Place the duck 
breasts on a cake - cooling rack sitting in a baking dish with 
the skin side up. Spray with a little oil and dust with salt, 
rubbing it into the scored surface.

Cook until the skin is nicely browned and crisp the turn over 
and cook for 2 minutes. It should feel slightly springy to the 
finger - tip but not hard. Allow to rest skin side up for about 
6 – 8 minutes lightly covered with foil but don’t seal.

Meanwhile, reheat the celeriac and sauce without boiling 
the latter. Cook the snow peas for a minute in boiling salted 
water with the 20 g butter then drain them.

Carve the breasts with the skin against the board and place 
them on the slice of celeriac then surround with the sauce. 
Add the snow peas around and serve.

Thorough eye 
examinations  

& expert advice
The most desirable 

spectacles & 
sunglasses from 
around the world

9328 2842  
www.rboptom.com.au
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Have your say on Woollahra’s 
Future

Woollahra Council is developing a Local Strategic 
Planning Statement which is a new requirement 
for all councils in NSW. It will help the Council plan 
for and respond to change to make sure Woollahra 
continues to be a great place to live, work and visit.  

The Local Strategic Planning Statement will set out a 20-
year vision for:
• managing future land use in Woollahra
• preserving Woollahra’s values and special characteristics. 

The plan is only going to be as good as the input the council 
receives. All Woollahra residents are invited to share their 
ideas and aspirations for the future of Woollahra. Everything 
you need to know can be found on the Woollahra Yoursay 
website, yoursay.woollahra.nsw.gov.au.  Click the Imagine 
Tomorrow: Our Woollahra section for registering, access to 
the map where comments are place, an FAQ, and links to 
important documents.

Inputs are made using the interactive map.  Click on the 
map to open it.  The map has four topics, each represented 
by a coloured map marker: 20-year future; Favourite places; 
Housing; Local centres. To make a comment on a topic:
1. Drag and drop the most appropriate of the four map 

markers from the top of the page onto a specific point 
on the map

2. In the pop up box, answer the prompt question and put 
in your details. You can also add a photo related to your 
comment

3. Agree to the Terms and Conditions, then click ‘Add 
Comment’

You can drop more than one map marker.

The map will be available until March 29 2019. The views 
will then be used as input into the Local Strategic Planning 

Statement, which will be available on Public Exhibition in 
June/July 2019, with finalisation in December. Please note 
that this consultation is limited to land use planning. You 
will have the opportunity to have your say on other Council 
matters, like transport, environment and community, in 
other upcoming consultations.

Imagine Tomorrow: Our Woollahra interactive map where comments for input into the Local Strategic Planning Statement are made
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Experience the difference of the 
highest performing agency 

in the Woollahra Village

40 Wallis Street, Woollahra
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1 Car

Sold - $1,825,000

18 View Street, Woollahra
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1 Car

Sold - Price Undisclosed

8 Fletcher Street, Woollahra
3 Bed | 3 Bath | 2 Car

Sold - $3,200,000

112 Fletcher Street, Woollahra
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 1 Car

Sold - $4,000,000

22 Ocean Street, Woollahra
3 Bed | 2 Bath | 2 Car

Sold - $3,000,000

1/204 Queen Street, Woollahra
3 Bed | 2 Bath 

Sold - $1,415,000

Randall Kemp
Principal

0418 818 966
randall.kemp@raywhite.com

Lisa Chadd
Sales Associate to Randall Kemp

0410 620 015
lisa.chadd@raywhite.com

Alexander Smith
Licensed Real Estate Agent

0418 111 312
alexandersmith@raywhite.com

Ray White Woollahra
Level 2, 68 Moncur Street, Woollahra 

P 02 9357 3434
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Soloists star in WPO’s end of 
year concert

For its final concert for 2018, the Woollahra Philharmonic 
Orchestra turned the spotlight on its own talents, in a 
concert comprising four concertos, each with a fantastic 
solo featuring a different instrument, all conducted by the 
young talent, Brad Lucas. Timothy Neville (below) was 
the first soloist, playing the trumpet in an exciting piece by 
Hummel, which energised the audience and set the tone for 
an exciting afternoon.  This was then followed by a delightful 
performance by violinist, Rachel Kwa, playing Vaughan 
William’s The Lark Ascending. Miss Kwa’s interpretation 
of the lark’s piercing but melancholic call was one of the 
highlights of the afternoon, made all the more remarkable 
as she had been asked to step in as the soloist only two 
weeks before the concert.

The third piece was Damase’s “Concertino for Harp 
and Strings”, played by the highly experienced Marjorie 
Maydwell. Damase was a child prodigy who originally made 
his name as a concert pianist before concentrating on 
composition, particularly for the harp, where he drew deeply 
from his mother’s experience as the world renowned harpist, 
Micheline Kahn. The piece featured long solo passages for 
the harp, where Ms Maydwell was able to demonstrate her 
profound knowledge and expertise of the instrument.  The 
final soloist was Julian Adler, playing a Mozart favourite, the 
Clarinet Concerto. This was a fitting climax to the concert 
and the year, with Mr Adler showing great technique in the 
many solo passages, and the whole orchestra providing 
masterly support, particularly in the closing section of the 
final Rondo, when soloist and orchestra combined in a 
dramatic, thunderous finale.

Power and Paradise starts 
WPO 2019 Program

The Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra has announced a 
series of four concerts for 2019.  In the first of these, Power 
and Paradise, Chief Conductor and Artistic Director, Lee 
Bracegirdle opens the year with a fittingly symbolic Walk 
to the Paradise Gardens by Delius. This is a stunningly 
beautiful work that will seduce you into its charms from it’s 
opening notes to its final sigh.  The program then moves on 
to showcase irony and contrast of Mozart’s final symphony, 
Jupiter – a spectacular work that set the benchmark for 

others to try and attain. The program then concludes with 
one of the greatest milestones in the piano repertoire, 
Rachmaninov’s magnificent Piano Concerto Number 2, a 
piece filled with Russian pathos and unimaginable beauty.  
For this virtuosic and breathtaking concerto, the Woollahra 
Philharmonic Orchestra is thrilled to feature the charismatic 
and unmistakable talents of Phillip Shovk (below), one 
of Australia’s foremost concert pianists, to perform this 
magnificent work. See below for concert details
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The Beauty of Bespoke: A 
Jewellery Creation Process

Award winning jeweller and gemmologist, Matthew 
Ely, shares his expert insights into what to consider 
before purchasing your first piece of bespoke jewellery.    

Creating your first piece of bespoke jewellery is a thrilling 
and memorable experience. To make the process as 
streamlined as possible and to help you find a piece you 
will treasure forever, there are a few key considerations to 
keep in mind. 

As the process of creating exceptional bespoke 
jewellery involves many different components, it is 
very important to choose a jeweller who will spend 
time to co-create your dream piece. With personal 
consultations and artful sketches to bring the design 
to life, it is important that your jeweller is able to craft a 
piece that represents your individual style and personality.  

Handcrafted jewellery is 
exceptional as it can be 
personalised to achieve 
a particular aesthetic and 
style. Before starting the 
design process, it is vital 
to consider the purpose of 
the piece you are seeking. 

Do you want a subtle sophisticated piece for everyday 
wear or perhaps you desire something eye catching 
and dramatic for special occasions and formal events? 

For those who have a flair for all things bright and 
vibrant, a colourful cocktail ring is a great option. Perfect 
for introducing an element of luxe and elegance to 
any look, a pair of subtle earrings is ideal for those 
with more minimal tastes, whilst decadent necklaces 
or bold bracelets can offer effortless sophistication.  
One of the most vital aspects of the jewellery creation 
process is sourcing the gemstones used to complete the 
design. At Matthew Ely, we source the most exquisite and 

rare gems from Australia 
and around the world to craft 
heirloom jewels that will be 
treasured forever. Beautiful 
and increasingly rare stones 
such as Australian Pink 
Argyles, Lightening Ridge 
Opals and Mozambique 
Rubies are stunning 
examples of the variety 
of beautiful gemstones 
available at the boutique. 

If you are seeking a 
certain colour for your 
bespoke piece, often 

there are a number of gems that may be available in 
the colour you desire. While the various gems may 
come in the same colour, their exact hue will be different 
depending on the stone, so make sure to keep your 
options open and explore a wide variety of gems.  

It is also important to consider the best shape of the gem 
for your individual style, as well as the size, cut and clarity 
for your individual budget .  

Deciding on the metal for your bespoke piece is very 
dependent on the type of jewellery and individual style 
of the wearer. We source White, Yellow and Rose Gold 
from mines across Australia as well as work with unique 
materials such as Platinum and Titanium to achieve client’s 
optimum aesthetic. Each piece is handcrafted with great 
care and love to deliver an outstanding piece of jewellery 
that reflects the individuality of the wearer. 

Finally, engraving is another great means of making a piece 
of jewellery even more special, with clients often choosing 
to have their loved one’s initials engraved on a bracelet, 
ring or necklace to make the piece uniquely theirs.  

To get started on your journey to attaining a beautiful 
piece of bespoke jewellery, feel free to wander down to the 
Matthew Ely boutique on Ocean St.

Inspired by the personality of the individual, rare stones and 

the brilliance of unique cuts, Matthew Ely is dedicated to 

expert craftsmanship and bespoke jewellery.

Exceptional Creation
Enter A World Driven By
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Councillors’ Corner

Our Community’s Concerns
The greatest concern of our community remains 
overdevelopment and its consequences.  Issues raised with 
me include the capacity of current infrastructure including 
roads, traffic, congestion, parking, safety, public transport, 
recreation facilities and schools to accommodate increased 
development. Many are concerned about the impact of 
over development on character and heritage.  The Greater 
Sydney Commission in the District Plans (November 
2016) set a 5-year (2016-2021) housing supply target for 
Woollahra of 300 new residential dwellings.  The numbers 
of approvals made and/or dwellings built from 2016 to date 
have probably already exceeded the 300 target.  

I am devasted that councillors’ powers to make decisions 
with respect to development applications were pilfered by 
the state government in 2017. It gutted our victory of saving 
Woollahra Council from amalgamation. Local Planning 
Panels were established which comprise a majority of 
state government appointed experts and a minority of 
community representatives chosen by Council. Community 
representatives are prohibited from talking to our community. 
It is galling. Barry O’Farrell won the 2011 state election for 
the Liberals on the promise of returning planning to the 
people and since then all that has happened is that people 
are further away from planning decisions than ever. I note 
Mike Daley is platforming “no more spot rezoning”. It is not 
enough. If you live in an area you should be in charge of 
the planning decisions that concern the neighbourhood. 
The first residents hear of an overdevelopment is when the 
bulldozers move in next door. 

In addition to the concerns already mentioned I have 
recently enjoyed advocating on and delivering outcomes 
on issues that have been brought to my attention by 
constituents including the following (in no particular order):

• Noise – I have always lived near pubs and love the 
energy and community that is part of a public house.  I 
do not subscribe to the point of view that because you 
live near a pub you have given up the right to a night’s 
sleep or a urine free post box. We need to be vigilant in 
managing behaviour of pubs and their patrons. 

• Unauthorised building works – don’t get me started on 
private certifiers and Council’s enforcement policy but 
this is an increasing area of community concern and 
I am outraged at the state government empowerment 
of certifiers which are paid for by the developer.  The 
February 2018 report “Building Confidence – Improving 
the effectiveness of compliance and enforcement 
systems for the building and construction industry” by 
Peter Shergold and Bronwyn Weir, which has been 
thrust into the spotlight since the Opal building disaster, 
makes recommendations on the integrity of private 
building surveyors. 

• Dumping of rubbish is the height of rudeness 
and perpetrators justify it because of their unique 
circumstances. 

• I am a dog lover and did not understand complaints about 
unleashed dogs until evidence of trauma and threat 
particularly to children was brought to my attention.  

• I am delighted by the new Halls Lane shared zone and I 
am a strong advocate for protecting pedestrians. 

• There are a number of areas (Moncur Street and Jersey 
Road) where a mini stream flows enthusiastically along 
our gutters.  

• Dirty streets – complaints about Queen Street, Peaker 
Lane and others. Commercial areas create rubbish and 
should participate in the responsibility for its collection. 

• Parks, verges, planter boxes – the prettier an area is 
the more work required by Council to maintain and more 
complaints about lack of maintenance. Concrete is 
cheaper and easier. It warms my heart when residents 
contribute to the upkeep of the planter boxes in Queen 
Street.  Street tree saving and pruning is a high priority.

• Queen Street and its surrounds are used in filming and 
we often see instagrammers advertising our high street. 
Sometimes it causes inconvenience.  

• Keep your bin areas and gardens clean because rats 
are a problem and the recent weather conditions have 
disrupted nests. 

• Queen Street Streetscape project has delivered the 
planter boxes. There are other components to come 
which are subject to consultation and new ideas. Please 
stay involved in the process. 

• Social fragmentation, loneliness, stress, anxiety and 
depression are pressing concerns of our constituents 
and resources need to be dedicated to helping families 
facing complex situations.  I am very proud that 
Councillors supported my notice of motion to provide 
for victims of domestic violence in the municipality and 
that Woollahra Council supports Holdsworth’s initiative 
“HomeShare” which connects the elderly with live-in 
support (for more information ring 9302 3600). 

Hugh McKay says that “the state of the nation starts on 
your street” and I am honoured to be part of our community 
and to represent its interests on Council. Thank you.

Luise Elsing
Cooper Ward Councillor 

luise.elsing@woollahra.nsw.gov.au
0407417704 
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The predominant goal of the Queen Street and West 
Woollahra Association is to nurture the community spirit 
that is so uniquely inherent in our area. Never is this more 
prevalent than at the annual, much anticipated, landmark 
event that is a lead-up to Christmas and an opportunity 
for our local residents to come together and celebrate the 
holiday season. Come December and the families arrive 
in droves at our beautiful Chiswick Gardens for the annual 
Christmas Carols open air ‘picnic’.

In 2018, this event was bigger and better than ever before. 
In fact, it was so well attended that the confines of the park 
were somewhat challenged in terms of finding a vacant spot 
to put down the rug and claim one’s space.  Despite the 
squash, or perhaps because of it, there was a real sense of 
intimacy, inclusiveness and – yes, community spirit. 

The joyful singing from the participating choirs, first the 
Woollahra Pre-Schoolers, followed by the students from 
Woollahra Public School, entertained us most superbly. 
We were then treated once again to the fantastic voice of 
local resident, Gavin McDonough, solo singer and acoustic 
guitarist, along with musical accompaniment from his 
talented brothers who, together, created a great atmosphere. 

The three face painters were kept busy all night, as were 
the jumping castles with long queues for the entire evening. 
The highlight was Santa’s grand entrance, bearing gifts and 
posing for photos with the children.

Our MC, Giles Edmonds (Vice-
President of QSWWA), maintained 
a constant stream of banter and 
ensured that the event remained 
on track. We are grateful to Mayor 
Peter Cavanagh for accepting 
the invitation from our President, 
Ken Gresham, to officially open 
the Carols, and the attendance of 
Cooper Ward Councillors Megan 
McEwin, Luise Elsing and Anthony 
Marano was much appreciated. 

We are indebted to our major sponsors, Woollahra Council, 
Di Jones Realty and Chiswick Restaurant for their generous 
ongoing support of this event. The fabulous team from 
Chiswick cheerfully manned the barbecue and struggled to 
keep up with the demand for their delicious hot dogs.

We are also most grateful to the many local businesses for 
their generous donation of goods. As a consequence, we 
were able to create 4 substantial hampers for the raffle, 
valued at around $900, comprising vouchers and gifts. 
These included beauty products, medical care, fashion, 
travel goods and dining vouchers. 

Chiswick Gardens is looking splendid due to the recent 
upgrade and beautification by Woollahra Council. It is a 
privilege to have such a magnificent location for our annual 
event.

Alan Smith, Treasurer.

QSWWA Community Christmas Carols 2018
In Words and Pictures
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Resident Visitor Parking 
Permits

Last year a Review of Resident Parking Schemes in our 
community was undertaken by Woollahra Council. 

A number of responses in the survey 
undertaken as part of the Review 
mentioned a lack of parking for 
friends and tradespeople. It seems 
that some residents are unaware of 
the availability of Resident Visitor 
Parking Permits (introduced in 
2016). These may be obtained by 
permanent residents who live within 
Resident Parking Areas of the 
Woollahra Council area and can be 
purchased in lots of five ($15), ten 
($30) or twenty-five ($75). 

Resident Visitor Parking Permits exempt the bearer from 
time limits and/or meter parking fees for one day only in 
the parking area written on the front of the Permit, where 
parking is sign posted “Permit Holders Excepted”. Each 
residential property within Resident Parking Areas is entitled 
to 25 Visitor Parking Permits per year. The permits may be 
utilised by the resident’s family, friends and tradespeople.

More information can be found at https://www.woollahra.
nsw.gov.au/services/parking/resident_visitor_parking_
permits

SUNMAN & WALKER
Solicitors and Attorneys 

First Floor, Woollahra Post Office,
 99 Queen Street, Woollahra NSW 2025

 Enter From Moncur Street
 Ph: 02 9327 3180 Fax: 02 9327 8192

 enquiries@sunmanwalker.com.au
 Liability limited by a scheme approved under 

professional standards legislation.

Woollahra by Numbers
Some interesting crime statistics for the Woollahra postcode 
(2025) can be found on the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics 
and Research website and in the Fairfax report, “How Safe 
is your City?”, and shown in the graph below.  

Did you know that in Woollahra postcode:
• Theft (134 occurrences) accounted for just over half of 

all the crimes in Woollahra in 2018, which is a decrease 
of 43% over the last 10 years.  The current rate is 35% 
less than that for Metropolitan Sydney.

• Fraud (37 occurrences) is the largest category within 
Theft, and, sadly, has grown 13% in the last 10 years.  
At the same time, the next largest categories of Stealing 
from a Motor Vehicle (31 occurrences), Stealing from 
a Dwelling (17 occurrences), Breaking and Entering a 
Dwelling (13) and Motor Vehicle Theft (11) have declined 
a total of 46%, 23%, 85% and 68% respectively over the 
last 10 years.

• After Theft, the next largest categories are Malicious 
Damage to Property (33 occurrences), Drug Offences 
(21) Assault (21) and Intimidation, Stalking & 
Harassment (12), with Malicious Damage to Property 
and Assault declining 63% and 48% respectively, Drug 
Offences remaining stable, while Intimidation, Stalking & 
Harassment has increased 42% over 10 years.

• Readers will be pleased to hear that in 2018 there were  
no Homicides, Blackmail & Homicide, Arson, Betting and 
Gaming Offence or Abduction and Kidnappings.

Woollahra Postcode, 2018 Crime Statistics

So, there you have it. Woollahra has always been a safe 
suburb, and now, compared with 10 year ago, your house 
is safer, your car safer and walking down the street is even 
safer than ever.  Just don’t listen to those shysters on the 
phone claiming to be from Telstra or the ATO, ignore any 
offers of mind enhancing substances, and refrain from 
stalking and harrassing your ex, and those numbers should 
be even lower next year.

Rosemary Macdonald
Chic beautiful ethical

clothing. Ruth Tate is an
Australian label grown from
the love of beautiful textiles.

All styles can be custom fit and
production is done locally in Sydney.

Visit us at 111 Queen Street, Woollahra
enquiries 0412 205 095
www.ruthtate.com.au

Photography by
Martin Poole @ speedlightphoto
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2019 QSWWA Membership application - New members
(Current members will be sent renewals in December)

 
Your name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
   
Postal address: _______________________________________________________________________   
  
Telephone: _________________________  Email: ___________________________________________
 
Business name (if applying as a business member): ________________________________________   
 
Website address if business membership: ________________________________________________    
  
 Individual, Household, Seniors  Full voting rights to QSWWA  
  
 Business Full voting rights to QSWWA, listing on the QSWWA’s website  
  www.qswwa.com.au,  Woollahra Village Facebook access
 

Membership type:   Individual $30     Household $50      Senior Citizen $15    Business $50    
 
Payment:    Cheque                Visa                    Mastercard                  Direct Deposit

Cardholder: ________________________________  Signature: _______________________________

Card Number: _____________________________________________   Expiry: ___________________

Direct Deposit:  WESTPAC Paddington BSB 032 -255 Account 760219
 

Mail this form to: Queen Street & West Woollahra Association PO Box 16 Woollahra 1350
Email this form to: admin@qswwa.com.au

Woollahra:
A History of 

Queen Street 
and West 
Woollahra
 $20 per copy  
(free postage)

In this publication the intriguing tales of the people 
who lived and worked in some of our most iconic 
landmark buildings are revealed. You will learn 
about our architecture, our artists, our residences 
and residents. You will discover the narrative of our 
hotels and pubs, our schools and places of worship 
and how public health and war made a significant 
impact on the streets of our villages. A must-read 
for anyone who has ever lived in or loved Woollahra.

Please send me . . . . . copies of Woollahra: A History of Queen Street and West Woollahra

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P/Code  . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . 

 Cheque for $ . . . . . payable to Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd is enclosed 
OR  Please debit the following card for  $ . . . . .  Visa  Mastercard Expiry Date   . . /. . 

Number . . . .  /  . . . .  / . . . .  /  . . . . 
Name on card . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Signature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Please return this form to: Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350 by post or email to admin@qswwa.com.au 
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98 Holdsworth Street, Woollahra   |   8316 4340   |   1STCITY.COM.AU

BUYING, SELLING, LEASING?
ENGAGE WITH US NOW


