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Official journal of the Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd   No. 109 April 2014  www.qswwa.com.au

NOTICE OF QSWWA AGM TO BE HELD ON 
TUESDAY 13 MAY 2014 AT 6PM AT GADEN 

AT 334 EDGECLIFF ROAD               
(CORNER QUEEN STREET) WOOLLAHRA

You’re invited to the Queen Street & West Woollahra Association’s
Annual Dinner

On Tuesday 3 June 2014 at 7.00 pm at Centennial Hotel, 88 Oxford Street
Be the first to experience Justin North’s exquisite cuisine offering in Woollahra  

Pre-dinner drink, 3 course menu plus wine just $135 per head
Tickets available from business@qswwa.com.au

Places are limited so book early

Top: Trelise Cooper; Festival 

funster; Sacha Drake; Raj

Middle: Indira Naidoo, Axel 

Mano, Lee Tulloch,Collette 

Dinnigan and Councillor 

Deborah Thomas; Alexandra 

Joel and Robert Burton

Bottom: Ruby and Min; 

Woollahra Kitchen Cookbook; 

Susan Avery, Charles Mckean, 

Tiffany Treloar 
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Circles of Learning ran a free Edible Garden Program for parents 
and children which offered hands-on gardening experience in 
the community garden adjacent to Holdsworth. The focus was 
on growing herbs, seasonal fruits and vegetables, but more than 
gardening, Circles of Learning is about teaching simple ways 
to keep families emotionally and physically healthy and build 
children’s self-esteem and resilience. A small book was compiled 
of recipes contributed by participating families. To download a 
copy go to News and Events at  www.circlesoflearning.org.au

Holdsworth Communal 
Garden Recipe Book

For over 100 years Woollahra 
residents and commercial 
businesses have lived side by 
side in a successfully developed 
urban environment or “village”.  
A History of Queen Street and 
West Woollahra, recounts the 
background and events relevant 
to local people, economy and 
buildings.“By 1828, there were 
more free settlers than convicts.  
They were enticed by the offer of 
free land, free labour and initially 
free provisions. Free settlers 
were either ex-convicts, called 
“Emancipists”, or immigrants 
with capital, called “Exclusives”. 
Exclusives often felt entitled to 

privileged treatment and looked down upon Emancipists. Initially, 
census data included convict status (past or present), but in a 
land where former convicts could become land and business 
owners, and even magistrates, no ex-convict wanted to report his 
former status to inquisitive census collectors.   Governor Lachlan 
Macquarie (1762-1824) believed that some of the ablest men in 
the colony were Emancipists and supported their appointment 
to government positions.” Copies of the book are available by 
completing the order form on line at www.qswwa.com.au

Woollahra History Book

Centennial Park – A History is a true story of Australia’s most important public park. It details 
political intrigue, bickering, personal battles, threats, dark past, near ruin and a phoenix-like rise, 
making it a great read. 

The book features stunning photography and all profits help maintain and upgrade the parklands. 
Professor Paul Ashton, co-author notes, “It’s potentially the most political patch of grass in 
existence – and was a fascinating project, a fertile and little known story that needs far more 
attention and recognition”.  In addition to Centennial Park being enjoyed by thousands of 
people each year, it is the birthplace of the Australian nation and is Australia’s most important 
experimental horticultural display venue. 

This limited edition book is available for $30 from Centennial Parklands office or online at 
http://blog.centennialparklands.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/History-Book-Order-Form-
updated.pdf

The People’s Park
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Woollahra Council established the Woollahra Public Art Trust in 
2012 as a not-for-profit independent body with the purpose of 
encouraging financial donations, artwork donations and loans. 
The Trust aims to collect, preserve, commission, display and 
promote works of art for the benefit of residents and visitors to 
the Woollahra Municipality - making the local area synonymous 
with contemporary art.  The Trustees are the Mayor of Woollahra, 
Councillor Toni Zeltzer, Councillor Deborah Thomas (Chair), 
David Gonski AC, Lucy Turnbull AO and Edmund Capon AM, 
OBE.  

To date the collection includes; Portrait of Rex Irwin (1990) 
painted and donated by Judy Cassab, located in the Woollahra 
Council Chambers; a sculpture, Solitude, sculptured and donated 
by Jenny Green, located in Guilfoyle Park, Double Bay and a 
sculpture, Lion by Paul Hopmeier, located in Trumper Park  (on 
loan from the artist and Defiance Gallery).

Most importantly for Woollahra residents the Trust has secured 
a sculpture, Horse at Water, by Englishman, Nic Fiddian-Green 
located in Halls Reserve in Halls Lane, Woollahra. The sculpture 

was generously provided 
on loan courtesy of the artist 
and Olsen Irwin Gallery. 
We are very fortunate 
that the Trust and the 
Olsen Irwin Gallery have 
loaned such an amazing 
significant sculptural work, 
which is so uplifting and 
engaging. It is a whimsical 
reminder of the relevance 
of horsepower to the 
development of Woollahra, 
the stables once located 
in Halls Lane and offers 
a tangible connection to 
this beautiful, proud and 
magnificent animal.

The Woollahra Council Plaques Scheme seeks to capture parts 
of local history through the use of a plaque, to better inform the 
community about people and events. It recognises people who 
have resided in the area and have significantly contributed to the 
development of our nation and its culture. It also gives recognition 
where significant historical or cultural events in the history of 
the Woollahra Municipality or Australia as a nation took place.

In November 2013, a plaque was laid in the footpath at Elwyn 
Lynn’s home at 89 Moncur Street to commemorate Mr Lynn’s 
influential career in the arts – as an art critic and writer, artist and 
arts administrator.

In March 2014 a plaque was unveiled at the former gallery at 124 
Jersey Road to honour Rudy Komon MBE, for his commitment 
to the arts  - as an art dealer, wine judge and connoisseur. He 
established Sydney’s pre-eminent art dealership introducing 
a new standard of relationship for the art dealer and artist.    
This tradition was the creation of a ‘stable’ where the dealer 
supported and nurtured the artist. One of the first artists Rudy 
took on was William Dobell, who became a friend, other artists 
who became part of the ‘stable’ included Fred Williams, Robert 
Dickerson, John Olsen and Clifton Pugh.  Described as a ‘big-
hearted’ man Rudy was generous to his friends and to his artists, 
whom he supported financially, professionally and personally. 

Councillor Toni 
Zeltzer, Mayor 
of Woollahra, 
Elwyn Lynn’s 
widow, Lily 
Lynn and their 
daughter, 
Victoria Lynn 
and her family 

Councillor Luise 
Elsing; Barbara 
Rooke; Committee 
Chair, Councillor 
Anthony Marano; 
Mayor, Toni 
Zeltzer; Adrian 
Gruzman; Graham 
Humphrey;
Councillor Peter 
Cavanagh and 
Di Brown The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association is 

always interested in local history and welcomes local 
stories and photographs. Anyone who would like to get 
involved please contact the editor@qswwa.com.au

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

Nominations for a plaque can be made by completing the 
form on the Woollahra Council website at www.woollahra.
nsw.gov.au/library/local_history/woollahra_plaque_scheme

West Woollahra secures a plaque 
for Rudy Komons
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Committee Nomination Form
Nominations are called for the 2014 positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer and other Directors.

The nominee, proposer and seconder must all be financial members of the Queen Street and West Woollahra Association

Name of nominee: Proposer name: Seconder name:

……………………………………………..
Nominee address: 

…………………………………………
Proposer address:

………………………………………
Seconder address:

Occupation of nominee: 

QSWWA position:

Nominee phone:

Nominee email: 

I consent to the nomination 

Signature:……………….…………… 

Date:…………………………………….

I propose the nominee

Signature:……………….…………… 

Date: ……………………………..…..

I second the nominee

Signature:……………….………… 

Date:………………………………...

Please send your completed form to the Secretary, Queen Street and West Woollahra Association at PO Box 16, Woollahra 1350 
or email business@qswwa.com.au at least 14 days prior to the AGM on 13 May 2014. 

Queen Street and West Woollahra Association
Membership Form

Individual $25     Household $40      Pensioner $10      
Business $500 (Rate A) / $100 (Rate B)

Name:
Address: 
Phone:
Email:

Payment method
cheque☐ visa☐ mastercard☐
Cardholder name: 
Card number: 
Expiry: 

Please send your completed form (and cheque) to
PO Box 16 Woollahra 1350 or

email business@qswwa.com.au

SUNMAN & WALKER
Solicitors and Attorneys 

First Floor, Woollahra Post Office,
 99 Queen Street, Woollahra NSW 2025

 Enter From Moncur Street
 Ph: 02 9327 3180 Fax: 02 9327 8192

 enquiries@sunmanwalker.com.au
 Liability limited by a scheme approved under 

professional standards legislation.

Thorough eye 
examinations

& expert advice
The most desirable 

spectacles & sunglasses 
from around the world

9328 2842

www.rboptom.com.au

Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the
Twenty Ninth Annual General Meeting of the

Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
ACN 002 872 433

is to be held on Tuesday 13 May 2014 at 6pm
at Gaden at 334 Edgecliff Road Woollahra

Agenda
Welcome and report by President Ken Gresham

Minutes of the previous AGM 2013
Financial Report

Election of Office Bearers and Directors
Appointment of Association Auditor

Address by Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer
General Business / Open Forum

Refreshments
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The Woollahra Village community and friends enjoyed a weekend of fun, fashion and food late November.
Anne Schofield and Robert Burton were awarded the Recognition of Excellence awards with a retrospective 
photographic exhibition held at Dickerson Gallery (sponsored by Di Jones Real Estate and Peter Weiss) 
honouring their life achievements. 

The world of fashion was celebrated with local powerhouses of Australian fashion coming together in 
discussion forums. In conversation with Caroline Baum, Collette Dinnigan generously shared her life and 
times in the industry including an intimate and honest look into her future plans and desires. Collette 
personally signed copies of her book “Obsessive Creative”.  Councillor, Deborah Thomas and Kirstie 
Clement, discussed the affects of social media in the fashion world. The Fashion Design Studio team 
runway event showcased a selection of student’s final collections exhibiting an amazing array of craftwork 
– beautifully ornate with an incredible use of colour and fabric. The final day was all about food with 
a Christmas Farmer’s Market with a host of market stalls from fresh seafood to pulled pork rolls and 
flower stands to homeware complimented by talented buskers, singing, fire-throwing and escaping from 
straitjacket’s (a handy skill).  Indira Naidoo and Masterchef finalist Audra Morrice chatted about growing 
and preparing delectable dishes.

Queen Street is very excited that Carla Zampatti has opened her 
boutique at number 104 replacing Collette Dinnigan. It reaffirms 
Queen Street as a high fashion retail destination.  

Michael A Greene Antiques has just upgraded in recently acquired 
newly designed premises at 86 Queen Street and Woollahra 
Whispers hears that the old site is already leased.  Armani Junior 
sets an international tone in Queens Court at 118 Queen Street, 
which may be a trend!  

Beauty establishments Brow Bar at 32 Queen Street and Napoleon 
Perdis on the corner of Moncur Street are complimented by Dr 
Joseph Rizk’s Plastic Surgery Clinic, which opened in 2014 on the 
corner of Queen Street and Spicer Street. 

Sadly Lesley McKay, after 45 years of trading, is closing her iconic 
independent bookshop.  Woollahra Whispers has heard for some 
time now, that several new bookshops may be joining the mileu. 

Unique home ware specialist designers Parterre Garden and Bay 
Tree have recently increased their range complementing The English 
Tapware Company which opened in 2013. An exciting new boutique 
Henry Corbett & Co. is opening at 14 Moncur Street, which uniquely 
and effortlessly combines bespoke architecture, interior design, 
lifestyle and culture. Sourcing global artisans Henry Corbett & Co.’s 
philosophy is to “transfuse luxury with authenticity to create organic, 
elegant design that moves the soul.” 

Your neighbourhood fine wine specialist Moncur Cellars stocks a 
selection of scrumptious delicacies, everything from nibbles to more 
substantial fare, cheese and dips to steaks and smoked trout. Moncur 
Cellars works closely with local vendors such as luxury butcher Victor 
Churchill and fine food purveyor Simon Johnson. It also has a variety 
books offering sophisticated delights. Working late and can’t get to 
the shops before they close? Moncur Cellars is open until 10pm most 
nights.  

Recently opened Queen Street establishments include the Polish 
cafe, Wieczorkowski (on the corner of Hall Street), Smiths Organics 
Markets and LUXE in Queens Court (on the corner with Moncur 
Street) ensuring discerning shoppers enjoy a tasty morsel together 
with a refreshing libation.  Soon to open is Justin North’s restaurant 
(including breakfasts) in the The Centennial Hotel, which was recently 
acquired by Anthony Medich for a reported $6m. 

Woollahra Whispers hears that we can look forward to Spicer Street 
Café permutation of opening hours which includes evening dining. 
Enhancements are underway at Big Mama’s at 51 Moncur Street 
including improved frontage.  Hopefully further changes in Queen 
Street will see a bakery in our midst!

Classic Safari upgraded and moved premises to 124a Queen Street 
and Di Jones Real Estate just celebrated their new premises upstairs 
in Queens Court. Do we like the Di Jones signage transmogrification 
of Queens Court?

Collette Dinnigan with 
Councillor Luise Elsing
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They say that the more things change, the more they stay the 
same but when you look around this precinct, the changes 
over  the past 20 years are remarkable. On the latest available 
information, our core demographic now lies in the upper range of 
antiquity. 

However, the most obvious change in Woollahra is the 
proliferation of eating and drinking venues. If the latest DAs 
are approved by Council, we may become the drinking Mecca 
of suburban Australia. Who knows? Perhaps we may achieve a 
recommendation in “Lonely Planet” akin to El Camino de Santiago 
Frances in Spain, except that the religious sites are exchanged 
for the latest bar or bottle shop, on the dangerous  and dusty 
pilgrimage along the winding trail of Queen Street. 

This changing environment may bring joy to the warm hearts 
of the liquor companies, but how does it impact on resident 
Woollahrans? Your Residents’ Association has received numerous 
reports of extreme drunkenness and exchanges between late-
night revellers and locals, not to mention   drinkers being ‘caught 
short’ in the wee hours of the night and, in consequence thereof, 
annointing the local flora.

The O’Farrell Government’s introduction of lock-outs and liquor 
restrictions in venues just North of Woollahra, is having the 
adverse effect of simply pushing the problem in our direction. 
Recent applications for more drinking venues and bottle shops 
is a forseeable response to drinking restrictions in adjacent 
suburbs. The approval of these requests often falls outside the 
purview of local Councils and is often made by bureaucrats, for 
whom Woollahra might as well be Woolgoolga.

To help maintain a living environment that is protected from the 
excesses of the drinking culture that is  afflicting our society, 
support your Association and lodge your protest when the 
opportunity arises.   

Ian Mansell, Vice President 
Queen Street and West Woollahra Association

Temps Perdu, where are you?

Save West Bondi Junction launch on Saturday 5 April 2014 at St James 
Park was attended by over 60 people including David Shoebridge MLC 

and Waverley Councillor, Paula Masselos

Waverley Bus Depot

The new lockout laws require CBD venues to refuse entry at 1.30am 
with alcohol not be to be served after 3am. It is well reported that 
Kings Cross club owners are moving outside the CBD to avoid lockout 
laws and that operators outside of the CBD are requesting increased 
opening hours. Casablanca has opened in Double Bay and Justin 
Hemmes has acquired the Paddington Arms Hotel on Oxford Street.  
West Woollahra is centrally located and readily accessible from 
Kings Cross, Bondi Junction, Double Bay and Paddington making 
it an ideal venue for extended drinking hours.  Residents have an 
important role to play in monitoring the situation and should keep the 
authorities and the police aware of any inappropriate behaviour.  

Licence Creep

On 25 March 2014, Senator Lee Rhiannon made a speech in 
the Senate mentioning the “dodgy deals for mates, which have 
managed to fly under the radar”. Senator Lee Rhiannon was 
referring to Crown Land that was converted from a perpetual lease 
into a valuable fifty-year lease for the Paddington Bowling Club 
site.  The site is now the subject of a development application to 
Woollahra Council for a 120 place childcare centre on the part of 
the site currently occupied by the first two tennis courts in Quarry 
Street. 

Locals are sympathetic to the need for more childcare, but are 
concerned about the building out of public space, which is currently 
used as tennis courts, in one of the highest density populations 
in Australia. With childhood obesity skyrocketing in Australia, 
shouldn’t sport and recreation facilities be given priority? 

The community is also concerned that the development will block 
iconic views and cause parking chaos, endangering pedestrians 
who have no option but to walk on the road – there is no footpath 
and no provision for one. The proposal involves 120 children 
travelling twice daily, 30 staff and myriad ancillary service vehicles 
will be accessing Quarry Street, in addition to its current traffic 
flow. Quarry Street is a single lane cul de sac, shared by many 
users. Pedestrians running the gauntlet to Trumper Park facilities 
could also soon be facing a perilous journey.

For further information on the history of the Crown Land go to  
www.wendybacon.com. To get involved contact Friends of Quarry 
Street at  quarrystgroup@gmail.com

Waverley Council is considering the future of the West Oxford 
Street precinct. This includes Waverley bus depot which is 
owned and operated by the State Government and has been 
earmarked for sale. The State Government has also identified 
Bondi Junction as one of the Sydney’s key sub-regional centres.  
Waverley Council has indicated that it “will fight for the retention 
of bus services from this depot”. 

Member for Coogee, Bruce Notley-Smith is committed to “No Sale 
or Redevelopment of Waverley Bus Depot”  and has stated that 
he has “received assurances that the site will not be redeveloped.” 

Any proposal that involves closing the bus depot and/or 
selling airspace above the bus depot for high rise residential 
development may impact Queen Street and West Woollahra 
residents by increasing traffic congestion, particularly in Ocean 
Street, disrupting bus services and placing pressure on already 
stretched enrolments in Woollahra Public School.

A resident group Save West Bondi Junction is comprised of 
street representatives and seeks to harness community opinion 
in relation to any proposed over development that does not 
comply with the existing Local Environment Plan 2012 and/or 
compromises the amenity of residents or heritage. 

Community feedback is sought for consideration by the NSW 
Government Architect’s Office, which has been tasked with 
developing draft concepts for the area. These draft concepts 
will be available to view on Tuesday 13 May 2014 from 5.30pm to 
7.30pm at Waverley Library at 32 Denison Street, Bondi Junction, 
when the community can provide further feedback prior to the 
community presentation of an action plan on Wednesday 18 June 
2014 from 6.30pm to 8.30pm also at Waverley Library.

Further information is available at www.waverley.nsw.gov.au or 
from www.savewestbondijunction.com. Input can be provided by 
emailing a submission to westoxford@waverley.nsw.gov.au

Friends of Quarry Street
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Congratulations to the Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra for winning 
the 2014 Highly Commended Most Innovative Cultural/Arts Initiative 
award from Woollahra Municipal Council, in recognition of its 
contribution to the cultural life of the Woollahra Municipality.

The orchestra, established in 1996, is a community run ensemble. Its 
mission is to bring musical enrichment to the community, providing a 
professional attitude towards innovative and enjoyable concerts.  The 
orchestra comprises up to 50 regular members who come from all 
walks of life, are of all ages, and includes amateurs, students and 
professionals. They perform regularly in public settings throughout 
the year. The orchestra has two very distinguished Australians, Elena 
Katz-Chernin and Peter Sculthorpe OA OBE as its patrons.  It is also 
supported by Woollahra Municipal Council through the Woollahra 
Council Community and Cultural Grants.

The next concerts will be held on Saturday 21 June at 5.30pm at 
St Columba, Ocean Street and Sunday 29 June at 2.30pm at 
St Francis Assisi, Oxford Street.  For more information go to  
www.wpo.org.au.

On Saturday 15 March 2014 Goodwin Village hosted the 
Autumn Sale, which was in competition with the Double Bay by 
- election and the Second Hand Sunday sale the following day 
in Paddington.  It was very heartening to see an advertisement 
in the Wentworth Courier and mention of All Saints’ events in 
the Village Voice resulted in the event being very well attended.  
All proceeds from the Autumn Sale are donated to All Saints’. 

From Sunday 11 May 2014 new service arrangements will see 
the merging of morning services into one service at 9am and 
evening services from 5.30pm. At 9am the Holy Communion 
service will be held using the Book of Common Prayer 
supported by the choir together with a thoughtful selection 
of the best of old and new hymns. At 5.30pm the Small 
Saints’ informal worship will be held for the whole family but 
especially with children in mind – every 2nd and 4th Sundays 
of each month. At 5.30pm the Unplugged informal worship 
is essential for busy people who want some thing relevant, 
digestible, uncluttered and acoustic. If you feel the need to 
unplug yourself from all that consumes you throughout the 
week and plug into the music of God’s kingdom then this is 
the place every 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month.

Please diarise the Annual Spring Sale at All Saints’ on 
Saturday 18 October 2014 from 9am to 3pm.  We look forward 
to seeing you there! For further information please contact 
Rev. David West by email, david_west81@hotmail.com or by 
telephone on 0411 622 161 or 9363 1504.

All Saints’ 
Anglican Church 

Ocean Street  
Woollahra

Waverley Woollahra Arts School is a non profit art school, established 
in 1968. Courses are conducted by practising artists providing high 
standards of tuition in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Courses are 
‘hands-on’ with class sizes kept to a minimum. Classes include painting, 
drawing, printmaking, mixed media, ceramics and sculpture.

This year the School welcomes Joshua McPherson to the School’s 
list of tutors. Joshua began his formal training at the Julian Ashton Art 
School and pursued further study of the principles of realist classical art 
at the Florence Academy of Art in Italy. He has worked and exhibited in 
Italy, the UK and the USA and been the recipient of numerous awards 
and scholarships. In 2008 he won the painting of the year award at 
the Florence Academy; in 2010 he was the winner of the A.M.E. Bale 
Travelling Scholarship; In 2012 was a finalist in the EMSIA Still Life Award 
and in 2013 was a finalist in both the Adelaide Perry Drawing Prize and 
the Archibald Prize. 

Joshua will be teaching figure painting on Wednesday evening and life 
drawing on Thursday evening. Both classes run for 3 hours during nine 
weeks. Please ring 9387 2461 or email info@wwas.org.au to secure your 
place in one of these exciting classes. 

Waverley Woollahra Arts School
St. Columba Uniting Church on the corner of Forth Street and 
Ocean Street was designed by architect John Sulman (1849–
1934) and opened in 1890.  Restoration of the exterior including 
installation of lighting, improvements to stonework, guttering, 
carpentry, tiling, roofing and painting is expected to be completed 
towards the end of May 2014. Rev Brian Jago found  “that once we 
start one area of repairs it reveals more and more needing to be 
done so it has taken longer to do than we originally anticipated.” 
The interior has recently been renovated with the painting of the 
foyer, remodelling of the amenities and the installation of new 
lighting and audio.

St Columba Restoration

    
    KERRYN PHELPS AM 

 Author of 
‘Ultimate Wellness’ 
Thursday August 14, 

2014 at 7.30 pm 
Fanny Reading Council 

 House 111 Queen Street Woollahra 
 

Save the date       
www.ncjwansw.org.au 

 

[Type a 
quote 
from the 
docume
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summar
y of an 
interesti
ng point. 
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the text 
box 

The National Council of Jewish 
Women of Australia NSW 
Division is launching a Birthing 
Kit Campaign  and invites you 
to help fundraise and pack 600 
birthing kits for pregnant women 
in developing countries. One 
kit costs $3 and consists of a 
plastic sheet, a piece of soap, 
plastic gloves, a scalpel and four 
pieces of gauze.  

Come along to the packing day 
on Thursday 24 July at 11 am 
to share conversation and light 
refreshments and help put the 
kits together. RSVP by Friday 
18 July. 

NCJW is aiming to purchase 
materials for 600 birthing kits 
costing $1800. Please visit the 
fundraising page at 
www.mycause.com.au/page 
ncjwanswbirthingkits2014

Women helping Women
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The Annual General Meeting of the 
Association on the 13th May 2014 will 
report on the activities of our 42nd year 
of operation.  It seems like only yesterday 
that I reported to you last year with our 
hopes for the 41st year and am delighted 
to say that most of our work has borne 
fruit.

We have had a few wins in both Council 
and elsewhere in maintaining the 
standard of the built environment by 
actively opposing developments that do 
not enhance our heritage zone.

Many of our Trader members have reported a tough trading year 
with a few not surviving or retiring. New and exciting traders 
bringing fresh opportunities to draw customers to Queen Street 
have replaced them. Others have moved to new premises within 
the precinct.

Woollahra Council has finally passed the revitalisation of Queen 
Street that your Association has been fighting for over the past 
number of years. This followed the acceptance by Council of the 
Queen Street Masterplan. The first stage will commence shortly 
and the balance of the full plan will be budgeted to commence in 
the 2014-2015 year.

Success in our annual functions culminating last year in the 
busiest Christmas Carols ever held by us. We also all enjoyed the 
Annual Dinner in June, Woollahra Village Weekend late October, 
and Christmas Trader Drinks.  The Woollahra Village newsletter, 
website page www.woollahravillage.com.au, facebook page www.
facebook.com/woollahravillage and the Village Voice continue to 
grow in popularity.  Any comments and suggestions are always 
welcome by emailing newsletter@woollahravillage.com.au.  

I take this opportunity to thank our committee and others for their 
untiring work in 2013.  Our committee members for the year until 
the May 2014 AGM are: Vice President: Mary Read (Traders), 
Vice President: Ian Mansell (Residents), Phillip Mitchelhill, 
Rosemary McDonald, Alan Smith, Aurelio Marano and Jeanette 
Knox.  Rosemary and Jeanette have successfully maintained and 
increased our financial memberships for both residents and traders 
at record levels.  We also appreciate the volunteer work of Cooper 
Ward Councillor and Village Voice editor, Councillor Luise Elsing 
who has repositioned our popular newsletter to reach a wider 
audience and to Eric Scott for his work on the layout.

Some committee members will be standing down this year creating 
vacancies for those who are willing to take up the challenge.  
Please attend the AGM at Gaden the new Holdsworth café at 334 
Edgecliff Road (corner Queen Street) Woollahra on Tuesday 13 
May 2014 at 6pm to get involved in your community.

Our work continues, maintaining the standard and paving the way 
for the future of both residents and traders.

Ken Gresham
President 

President’s Report

Photographer: Naomi Hamilton

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
ABN 98002872433 

P.O.Box 16 Woollahra 1350 email: admin@qswwa.com.au 
The QSWWA is a residents and traders group covering the area bounded 
by Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey Road and Edgecliff Road, 
Edgecliff Road between Ocean Street and Leswell Street, Leswell Street 

and Oxford Street between Leswell Street and Jersey Road. 
Patron: Neville Wran AC, QC President: Ken Gresham 

Vice President: Mary Read (Traders) 
Vice President: Ian Mansell (Residents)

Committee: Phillip Mitchelhill, Rosemary McDonald, 
Alan Smith, Aurelio Marano and Jeanette Knox

Village Voice is published by the QSWWA. 
Editor: Luise Elsing, Layout: Eric Scott

Woollahra Municipal Council 
recognises Community Heroes 
as part of its citizenship awards.
West Woollahra initiatives 
continue to feature and in 
addition to the Woollahra 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
receiving a commendation, Vicki 
Joyner won the Contribution
to the Environment prize for 
her work in relation to the 
Paddington Community Garden. 

Pictured right, Councillor Andrew 
Petrie,  Mayor Toni Zeltzer and  
Vicki Joyner. Nominate a hero: 
www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au

Jen Sciascia, Kellie Hoare and Pamela Coleman from  
Woollahra Public School with Santa

Congratulations to the community for the Christmas Carols held 
at Chiswick Gardens in December 2013 with over 400 children, 
their families and friends. Introduced by our local internationally 
famous children’s author Susanne Gervay, we enjoyed the 
fabulous Woollahra Pre-School Choir and the Holdsworth’s 
Rhythm of Life Choir.  The Mayor, Councillor Zeltzer joined in 
the fun and we have in the vault, a photo of her with Santa. 

A special thanks to Chiswick and the forty or more businesses 
for their generous donations including contributions to the silent 
auction. Association committee members were all in a flap on the 
night coping with the massive crowds and special gratitudes to 
Alan and Irene Smith for organising such a successful event and 
Phillip Mitchellhill for donating the jumping castle. 

Community Heroes

Chiswick Christmas Carols
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Three of our flappers enjoying the 
Gatsby themed High Tea at Gaden to celebrate Seniors Week.

Gaden is a brilliant new community concept cafe, 
developed by Holdsworth Community and open to every 
one from Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 4pm.  Gaden 

offers a seasonally changing menu including daily specials as 
well as regular entertainment, discussion groups, activities and 
special events. Gaden also has two smaller rooms which are 
available on request for community programs. 

Gaden is located at 334 Edgecliff Road (on the corner of 
Queen Street). The recent fit out is crisp and clean offering 

a lift, wheel chair access, air conditioned indoor seating and 
shaded leafy outdoor seating with magnificent district views, 
swaying gum trees beneath a fluttering Australian flag. 

Breakfast is served until 11am. Favourites include fig and 
raisin fruit toast with butter ($4) and eggs benedict (English 

muffin, poached eggs, hollandaise with either, bacon, ham, 
smoked salmon or Florentine) ($14).  All sides, tea and coffee are 
$3. Lunch menu highlights include braised French lamb shank, 
mashed and roast potato, baby root vegetables and a rich mint 
jus ($18), traditional wagu Italian meatballs, saffron spaghetti, 
fresh parsley and parmesan ($17) and Gaden’s club sandwiches 
for $9.  Desserts include homemade bread and butter pudding 
with vanilla ice cream ($6), rice pudding with strawberry curd 
($6) and rhubarb and pink lady apple crumble with fresh vanilla 
custard ($6). A 30% discount on full priced meal items is available 
to Gaden VIP cardholders (conditions apply),

You can get involved by volunteering at Gaden (please call 
9302 3600), using Gaden as a venue for your community 

activities, liking Gaden on facebook or just visiting the café.

If you live in the Woollahra Municipality and require 
transport, you can give Holdsworth a call and they will 
transport you to Gaden. This door to door service is for 

people who are unable to access public transport, are over 65, 
have a disability or are a carer. Pick ups are also available (with 
prior arrangement) from: • Holdsworth  • Goodwin Village  • 
Edgecliff Station  • Bondi Junction Station. The service operates 
on Monday, Tuesday and Friday from 9.30am and the return 
transport fee is $5 (payable on pickup). For more information on 
Dial-A-Ride call Sarah Harwood at Holdsworth on 9302 3600.

Five Facts About Gaden Activities at Gaden
World Cafe comes to Gaden: As a conversational process, the 
World Café is an innovative yet simple methodology for hosting 
conversations about questions that matter. These conversations 
link and build on each other as people move between groups, 
cross-pollinate ideas, and discover new insights into the 
questions or issues that are most important in their life, work, or 
community. As a process, the World Café can evoke and make 
visible the collective intelligence of any group, thus increasing 
people’s capacity for effective action in pursuit of common aims.

Let’s Talk about Sex Baby! – Older People, Sex and Intimacy 
This World Cafe session topic will be presented by Carrie Hayter 
on Tuesday 20 May at 5:30 pm (Light refreshments provided). 
The desire for intimacy and connection is a life-long need which 
is reflected in the growing number of older people using on-line 
dating. However, this change is not how older people are portrayed 
by society and in the media. This workshop explores attitudes 
to ageing, intimacy and sex. In particular, it encourages older 
people to think about how they can challenge dominant societal 
stereotypes about ageing, intimacy and sex. RVSP by 18 May to 
Yelena.romanchenko@holdsworth.org.au or call 9302 3600

Calling All Budding Cruciverbalists 
A workshop will be held on Wednesday 16 April at 11 am Do you 
enjoy the Quick Crossword but haven’t tried the Cryptic? Are you 
confused or daunted by the mysteries of cryptic clues? There 
are tricks, conventions and hidden messages that you can learn. 
Come along to our Beginners’ Cryptic Crossword workshop at 
Gaden and be converted to the joys of Cryptic puzzles. Stay for 
lunch and rest your brain afterwards!

As well as these presentations there is a choir, bingo, trivia, 
music recitals and much much more. Phone 9302 3688 or call in 
to Gaden and don’t forget Dial-A-Ride is available for people with 
transport difficulties - see left.

Gaden is a new community concept - a cafe in a community space 
with a fantastic seasonal menu and daily specials, regular group 

activities, discussions, entertainment and special events. 
334 Edgecliff Rd (Corner of Queen St) Ph: 9302 3788
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The Woollahra Council local traffic committee operates under 
delegation from the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS and 
is chaired by Council. Voting members include Council, RMS, 
Police, and local members. It considers traffic and pedestrian 
improvements as well as the traffic impacts of proposed 
developments on main roads.

Ocean Street and Queen Street – Traffic Signal Improvements 
Motorists have been complaining for many years about traffic 
congestion turning right from Queen Street into Ocean Street.  A 
controlled right turn phase would ease the situation. In December 
2013, Alex Greenwich MP wrote to the Hon. Gladys Berejiklian 
MP Minister for Transport on behalf of constituents requesting 
a dedicated right turn phase for eastbound traffic on Queen 
Street into Ocean Street. The Minister’s office referred the matter 
to Council to investigate.  The traffic committee considered the 
matter on April Fools day and noted that Ocean Street is a regional 
road concluding that the RMS was better positioned to investigate 
and implement solutions for improving access for eastbound 
vehicles turning right from Queen Street into Ocean Street on 
the basis that responsibility for the management, maintenance 
and operation of traffic signals is with the RMS.  Alex Greenwich 
MP commented that “The State Government is responsible for 
regional traffic and traffic signals, and for public transport. The 
Government should take responsibility for the analysis to work 
out how best to manage this intersection, and I have raised this 
with the Minister again.”  

Queen Street and Nelson Street – Pedestrian Crossing  
Local residents are concerned about pedestrian safety at the 
pedestrian crossing in Queen Street at Nelson Street.  Vehicles 
are speeding and not giving way to pedestrians. Bus stops 
located on both sides of Queen Street west of Nelson Street and 
the gradient of the street limits visibility. Council is consulting on 
a proposal to install kerb blisters and a raised crossing to improve 
safety by reducing the width of road that pedestrians need to 
cross, improve sight lines for pedestrians and motorists and assist 
in reducing the speed of vehicles. It is also proposed to shorten 
the width of Nelson Street south and square the intersection. This 
will assist in reducing vehicular speed into Nelson Street and the 
width of road pedestrians would need to cross.

Traffic Matters

Edgecliff Road, Albert Street - Realignment of Kerb 
This location is heavily parked because of its close proximity 
to the train station. The kerb and gutter has eroded and is 
depressed due to a row of mature London Plane trees and being 
the low point of stormwater catchment. There are no existing kerb 
ramps across Albert Street at Edgecliff Road even though formal 
footpath is present of both sides. It is proposed that Council 
construct two standard kerb ramps across Albert Street at the 
junction of Edgecliff Road.  The proposed works will not impact 
resident access or parking. 

Edgecliff Road Shopping Precinct: Improvements and 
Parking
Council obtained a subsidy for streetscape works in Edgecliff 
Road between Bathurst Street and Adelaide Street including a 
proposal for new granite footpath paving along the commercial 
area, road reconstruction of sections of Edgecliff Road and 
improvements to pedestrian amenity.  It is now proposed that 
parking arrangements be changed so that all the half hour parking 
be converted to one hour parking. 

Issuing of Permits and Enforcement
Council’s Resident Parking Permit Scheme entitles residents to 
a maximum of two residential permits, less any off-street parking. 
In June 2012, additional disclosure was required from applicants 
in order to deter fraudulently obtained permits and a recent audit 
undertaken for properties in Queen Street between Moncur Street 
and Victoria Street revealed only a small number of illegal permits. 

Residents can apply to Woollahra Council for Visitor Parking 
Permits which exempt the bearer from time limits and/or meter 
parking fees for one day only in the parking area written on the 
front of the Permit, where parking is signposted, “Permit Holders 
Excepted”. Each residential property within Resident Parking 
Areas is entitled to 10 Visitor Parking Permits per year which 
may be utilised by resident’s family, friends and tradespeople. To 
find out more go to www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/services/parking/

The views expressed in this publication
are those of the writers and not necessarily those of 

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd 
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The bus stop on the foot path outside the old Church in Moncur 
Street, near the corner with Jersey Road and opposite Moncur 
Reserve is a becoming increasingly treacherous for pedestrians. 
This is because it is situated on a hair point turn from Jersey 
Road, metres from a roundabout linking Hargrave Street, Jersey 
Road and Moncur Street and opposite Holdsworth Community. 

The risks of the location to pedestrian traffic were managed in 
the past by the installation of a pedestrian refuge island with 
railing and ramps.   The refuge is of no use for people with 
perambulators and has outlived the current circumstances, with 
the traffic becoming busier and faster and the railing has been 
damaged.  Local residents believe that Moncur Street needs a 
marked crosswalk to both slow traffic and provide pedestrian 
safety benefits.  Such a crosswalk would not involve taking away 
car spaces as the area is already marked no parking.

Youngsters are becoming so concerned at the dangers involved 
in crossing at this point that they taking other measures to get 
across Moncur Street, particularly in peak periods.  For example, 
local resident Alan Goulburn notified Woollahra Council  of  an 
incident he witnessed where a group of young people playing in 
the park on the weekend proceeded to the Queen Street traffic 
lights to cross the road and then headed down Moncur Street on 
the other side of the road to reach the bus stop.
 
Commuters catching the bus to the city in the mornings are also 
compromised by the increased use by motor vehicles of the 389 
bus route “rat run” into the city. 

Local resident and architect, John Grove, “This is a major crossing 
point for users of the Holdsworth Centre community facilities, be 
they seniors or child care patrons, both coming and going, and 
similarly for all those crossing to or from the bus stop. Failure to 
properly protect users, be they the elderly or mums with prams, 
at this crossing point is irresponsible.”

Moncur Street 
Pedestrian Crossing

The crossing point is accessed by many visitors 
to the playgroup at Holdsworth Community

Installation of a pedestrian crossing is dependent on compliance 
with the relevant RMS guidelines which prescribe vehicular and 
pedestrian volumes, parking loss (parking is not allowed within 
20m to the approach and 10m on the departure of a pedestrian 
crossing), location in a bus zone is prohibited and sight distance.  
The refuge was installed at a time before these requirements were 
introduced. 

Woollahra Council is considering a speed bump to calm traffic 
and / or including additional signage to warn traffic of pedestrian 
activity.  Another approach may be to locate a pedestrian crossing 
to the southern side of Morrell Street in the vicinity of numbers 93 
and 95 Moncur Street. This would require the agreement from 
the abutting residents and community consultation due to the 
removal of parking required. Another alternate solution may be to 
relocate the bus stop whilst retaining the shelter.

What do you think?  Let us know by emailing your association at 
streetwatch@qswwa.com.au

You’re invited to the Queen Street and West Woollahra Association’s Annual Dinner
On Tuesday 3 June 2014 at 7.00 pm at Centennial Hotel, 88 Oxford Street

Be the first to experience Justin North’s exquisite cuisine offering in Woollahra 
Pre-dinner drink, 3 course menu plus wine just $135 per head

Tickets available from business@qswwa.com.au  Places are limited so book early
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