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On 18 August the National
Council of Jewish Women
hosted a cocktail reception to
celebrate NCJWA NSW’s 90th
anniversary at their headquarters
at 111 Queen Street.
The
Council launched its history
exhibition which included the
life and achievements of its
founder Dr Fanny Reading
M.B.E. (1884 - 1974) as
well as displaying the work
of
the
organisation
over
the
last
90
years.
An oral history book was also launched which included interviews
with members of NCJWA NSW. Victoria Nadel, NCJWA NSW
President, gave a resounding speech on the history of the
Council in supporting the Zionist ideal, the Jewish and wider
Australian community, focusing on promoting social justice and
empowering and improving the lives of women and children.
The Council thrives on the feminist ideal that “women working
together can achieve anything” and believes that the main
means of influencing others is to set a good example. Ms
Nadel said, “Successful influence is about creating a way for
people to contribute to making something extraordinary happen.”
One of the current projects of the NCJWA NSW is the award
winning MUM FOR MUM project, which provides valuable
support for new mothers in the area.
http://ncjwansw.org.au

We dig Community
Gardens!

Costa Georgiadis, famous TV star (Gardening Australia on the ABC)
and landscape architect, visited Holdsworth Community Garden on
Saturday 24 August 2013 at the invitation of the Eastern Suburbs
Green Thumbs Network. He told interested gardeners all about the
trees, the soil, the compost, the birds and how we can all get going
and start growing. Costa is a great advocate of the “community
looking after their public places as growers, observers and soil
managers. There are pocket parks around which can be planted
by the community to create community gardens, native corridors or
memorial walkways.”
Costa and his neighbours planted a Commemorative Walkway in
their neighbourhood with Gallipoli Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis)
propagated from rosemary plants from Gallipoli itself. A Summer
Red flowering gum (Corymbia ficifolia) is included because the
striking red flowers are symbolic of the Flame of Remembrance. The
Commemorative Walkway is located in a Biodiversity Laneway, which
is an area that is being progressively planted out with local native
plants to provide homes for the local bird life such as the fairy wren.
Judith Schulz from Circles of Learning informed locals of the
opportunity to have fun natural world activities with pre school children
at the Holdsworth Community Garden (www.circlesof learning.org.
au). Woollahra Council advised of an initiative where residents can
get a free compost bin or worm farm if they attend a workshop or
complete on line tutorial. For further information go to:

Isabelle Shapiro OAM, President Victoria Nadel, Jill Margo AM,
Gabrielle Upton MP, Alex Gottshall, Cooper Ward Councillor Luise Elsing
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www.reduceyourfootprint.com.au (workshop)
www.compostrevolution.com.au (on line tutorial)

St Columba
St Columba hosts the
Woollahra Philharmonic
Orchestra for its practice
and
concerts,
and
the annual Pozieres
service in late July with
assistance from the
Scots College band,
as well as community
groups
for
drama,
ballet
and
pilates.
Messy Church is held twice a term and is an opportunity
for children to experience craft making, singing and other
activities related to a biblical theme. On December 4 it will be
Messy Christmas. Worship services are held at the Uniting
Church located at 15 Cross Street, Chapel Court, Double
Bay on the corner of Transvaal Avenue (next to Indigo café).

Pink Sunday
The National Council of Jewish Women NSW’s 9th
annual Pink Sunday event on Sunday 20 October
at the Fanny Reading Council House (111 Queen
Street) aimed to raise awareness and funds for
Breast Cancer Network Australia. In addition to the
usual stationary bike ride and rowing machine there
was a stretch yoga class, clowns and entertainment
ensuring that the event was not just for rowers and
riders. Over $5,000 was raised and the event was
well attended and greatly enjoyed.

Rev Jago is very keen to continue with the revitalisation of
the historic St Columba. New lighting, paintwork and audio
has enhanced the interior. Externally, work on the stonework,
guttering and painting will commence soon. The beautification of
the public interface can already be seen with the installation of
external lighting and tendering of the small gardens. There is a
further proposal to include much needed seating so as to improve
neighbourly amenity.
Reverend Jago noted that “Once St Columba has been tizzed up a
bit, it will be in a position to be further developed as a place which
celebrates conversations and reflections on spiritual renewal.
The arts are a very important component to this connectivity and
expression in local communities.”
Pink Sunday volunteers: Phyllis Glasser, Nita Indyk and Kate Feigen

N o v e m b e r
promises to be
a great month
in Sydney and
Woollahra
Village will also
have our own
very
special
three days of
talks, fun and the
unexpected. The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association,
Woollahra Village Weekend opens on Friday 29 November at
10 am. The focus will be about the community in conversation.
Come and hear some interesting and topical talks and meet
some special people in the community
On Saturday 30 November you will be taken on a journey through
the rise of Australian fashion from the 60s to the present. You’ll
also meet some of Australia’s iconic fashion designers and
trendsetters, models, stylists and industry leaders. Also the
Fashion Design Studio Sydney TAFE will present the best of the
best, end of the season runway parade in the evening.

Sunday 1 December is all about food. Hear from chefs, providores,
sommeliers and baristas about their passion and dedication. Chat
with the store owners who bring you the very latest and best. You’ll
also get an insider’s view of what happens day to day in the village.
Enjoy being a local for the day. Look out for busking, chalk art and
even an antiques collectibles cornerstone at the Hughenden Hotel
on Sunday 1 December.
Want to get involved? There’s something for everyone to do and
we welcome your support and time. Currently we are looking for
volunteers to help on all 3 days but if you have some other skills
you’d like to share just drop us a line.
To volunteer please email:
volunteer@woollahravillageweekend.com.au
For enquiries please email:
info@woollahravillageweekend.com.au
To perform in the busking program please email:
perform@woollahravillageweekend.com.au
Please check out the website to find out more:
www.woollahravillageweekend.com.au

Thorough eye
examinations
& expert advice
The most desirable
spectacles & sunglasses
from around the world
9328 2842
www.rboptom.com.au
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The Woollahra Kitchen Cookbook

History comes Alive

Parents of Woollahra Public
School worked with 29 local
businesses for over three years
to assemble the The Woollahra
Kitchen. The glossy hardcover
book features 120 recipes
contributed by parents and
children of the school as well as
amazing recipes from leading
restaurateurs in Woollahra such
as Matt Moran from Chiswick,
Chui Lee Luk from Claude’s,
Donna Hay and Bill Granger. All
of the money raised from sales
of the book will go towards new
teaching equipment and training
and/or playground equipment for the school. The book was
officially launched by the Principal, Mr Simon Symeou, at the
school on election day on 7 September 2013. Emile Abdurahman
of the Organising Committee said: “We are so grateful to all the
local businesses who have supported us and encouraged our
efforts to help the school. It is a wonderful community and the
book wouldn’t have been possible without their support. Parent
volunteers collected the recipes, tested them, and did all the
design and production of the book. We are lucky we can draw on
such gifted people from within the school community. The book
features gorgeous photography, it looks amazing and the recipes
taste as good as they look.”

The history of Queen Street
and West Woollahra examines
the components of a successful
high street. The effect of
the political and economic
environment,
architectural
styles, the mix of residential
and commercial, the people in
the community - tradesmen,
merchants and leaders.

The Woollahra Kitchen Cookbook can be purchased for $34.95
by completing the form available online.
www.thewoollahrakitchen.com

To obtain a copy of the book please complete the order form
available at www.qswwa.com.au or purchase from Moncur Cellars
at 60 Moncur Street or The Hughenden Boutique Hotel.
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Many locals were interviewed
for the book and many have
fond memories of their time
here, during hard times and
boom times.
“I remember it all being
rather dilapidated but intensely
interesting. From the rather battered and curious shops and
businesses of the 1950s, with the echo of trams, locals walking
sedate packs of greyhounds, and in the laneways intense games
of cricket vying with billycarts, to drunks rolling out of the hotel ”
recounted Alison Halliday. The book is intended to inspire readers
to discover or share the history of homes, businesses and people
in the area, by visiting the Woollahra Council, Local History Centre
in Sherbrooke Avenue, Double Bay. A walk is included with historic
points of interest numbered and referenced.

Vincent: Restaurant Review
Vincent has opened in The Hughenden at 14 Queen Street and locals keen to try it out have kept it bustling busy. The casual Parisian style bistro
is the creation of the team from Buzo and the Wine Library, James Hird, Todd Garratt and Traci Tinder with head chef, Jo Ward (ex Claudes and
Bloodwood). The venue is magnificent. Annexed to the Victorian hotel the restaurant is housed in a long narrow private dining room leading onto a
tiled and covered outdoor terrace which overlooks the magnificent Victorian fountain (donated to the people of Woollahra in 1987 by Sir Raymond
and Lady Burrell from its original location in the garden of the historic Rosemont) in the well maintained - Davies Reserve on the corner of Oxford
Street and Queen Street. One resident happy diner described the venue as perfect!
The favourite on the menu is the steak and chips ($34) probably
better described as: grass fed sirloin with herbs and spicy piment
d’espelette (a gently spicy chili pepper from the Basque region
of France) served with a bowl of skinny, salty, crispy frites.
The passion behind the brasserie is a love of cheese and wine and
Vincent stocks over 100 French wine labels. The name alludes to this
commitment, “Vin” meaning wine in French and “cent” meaning 100 for
the number of labels. We hear that cheeses are actually produced and
aged on the premises, which explains why they are included in so many
of the dishes.
bookings recommended: info@vincentfrench.com.au

Euroka Reserve
Locals

have successfully lobbied Cooper Ward Councillor,
Anthony Marano about the parlous state of Euroka Reserve on
the corner of Jersey Road and Ocean Street and due to his
efforts there are plans in place for a rejuvenation of this landmark
public space. The original brass fountain in the pond needs
replacing and a fund raising initiative is being organised by locals.
for further information contact editor@qswwa.com.au

“The community you want
starts at your front door™”
Neighbour Day is Australia’s annual
celebration of community, bringing together
the people in your street. Held on the last
Sunday in March it’s the perfect day to
arrange a morning tea or a BBQ in a public
space, to say thanks for being a great
neighbour or for getting to know new neighbours. Neighbour Day
has been shaped around five principal aims:
1. Strengthen communities and build better relationships with the
people who live around us
2. Create safer, healthier and more vibrant suburbs and towns
3. Promote tolerance, respect and understanding
4. Break down community barriers
5. Protect the elderly, the vulnerable and the disadvantaged.
Neighbour Day will be held on Sunday 30 March 2014. Public
parks can be used as a meeting place for a street event and a
free kit is available at:
www.neighbourday.org.au.

Dr Elwyn Lynn AM (1917-1997)
The Woollahra Council Plaque Scheme
honours famous people, places or events
associated with the Woollahra Local
Government area, that have made a
significant impact on life in the area or
Australia as a nation. Elwyn Lynn lived in
Moncur Street and was awarded a plaque
commemorating his life as a notable and
influential art critic and writer, artist and arts
administrator.
for information on how to nominate go to:
www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/library/local_history/woollahra_plaque_scheme
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President’s Report
We all have waited two years since I
reported to you that Woollahra Council
had finally resolved to “in close consultation
with QSWWA residents and business owners,
develop a strategic plan for infrastructure
and public streetscape for Queen Street and
surrounding precinct.”
Well how sad it is that with contracted
consultants all we have going to
Council’s Community and Environment
(C&E) Committee is a paving plan and
a tree management plan. The items the
Photographer: Naomi Hamilton
consultants failed to recommend include
seating, garbage bins, lighting, banners and signs. These are the very
issues we have been pushing for years now. The report can be viewed
on Council’s website as an agenda item for C&E Committee for the 28
October. The meeting has been postponed to 11 November.
This sad effort would be amusing in a “Yes Minister” sense but
is not funny at all. While other precincts seem to be upgraded
without the requirement of external consultants, over $50,000
of available funds is used up on an inconclusive report.
The reason given for the lack of conclusion is that there are differences
of opinion in the community. Surely we elect a council and pay
rates for decisions to be made on our behalf, the term is community
consultation, you will never get 100% consensus. We had requested
an upgrade to our infrastructure for years and watched as other areas
have been upgraded.

Street Talk
Moving In
 Pinbone crew to replace Buzo at 3 Jersey Road
(http://pinbone.com.au/)
 Vincent at The Hughenden at 14 Queen Street
(www.vincentfrench.com)
 Luxe café at Queens Court (http://luxesydney.com.au/)
 Red Rabbit at 10 Oxford Street (http://red-rabbit.com.au/)
 Wieczorkowski at 78 Queen Street
(www.wieczorkowski.com.au/)
 We hear an organic food shop is opening at 148 Queen
Street
 Armani Junior to Queens Court
(www.armani.com/au/armanijunior)
 We hear a new bridal shop is opening at 90 Queen Street
 .M contemporary art gallery at 37 Ocean Street
(http://mcontemp.com/)
Moving Out
 Lisa Ho at 43 Queen Street (www.lisaho.com/)
 Nat Sui at 90 Queen Street (www.nat-sui.com.au/)
Moving Around
 We hear that Sotheby’s is moving to the former Ros
Palmer building (http://www.sothebysaustralia.com.au/)
 We hear that Michael Green Antiques is moving to 86
Queen Street (http://michaelgreene.com.au)
 Di Jones to Queens Court (www.dijones.com.au/)
 Classic Safari to 124A Queen Street
(http://classicsafaricompany.com.au)

The consultants and Council have left us with a pointless report with
few recommendations. There is no funding allocation for Queen Street
in the 2013/2014 capital works budget and with no real plan how
does Queen Street infrastructure get funded. I will be attending the
meeting on the 11 November and voicing our disappointment.
On a happier note, I am pleased to advise you that the Land and
Environment Court has rejected the oversized development for the
old Ozanam site at 119 - 121 Queen Street. Council, neighbours and
your association opposed the development on many grounds. This
four storey, bulky unit block was found to be not in the best interest
of the community.
We are very busy organising two major events. The Woollahra Village
Weekend of food, fashion and the arts from Friday 29 November
to Sunday 1 December will take place in and around Queen Street.
Our most popular Christmas Carols will be in Chiswick Gardens on 10
December with all the usual fun for all the family. Thank you to Council
for helping with both of these events
Ken Gresham, President
The views expressed in this publication
are those of the writers and not necessarily those of
The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
or its members.

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd
ABN 98002872433 P.O.Box 16 Woollahra 1350 email:admin@qswwa.com.au
The QSWWA is a residents and traders group covering the area bounded by
Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey Road & Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff
Road between Ocean Street & Leswell Street, Leswell Street & Oxford Street
between Leswell Street & Jersey Road. Patron: Neville Wran AC, QC
President: Ken Gresham Vice President: Mary Read (Traders)
Vice President: Ian Mansell (Residents)
Committee: Phillip Mitchelhill, Rosemary McDonald, Alan Smith,
Aurelio Marano and Jeanette Knox
Village Voice is published by the QSWWA. Editor: Luise Elsing,
Layout: Eric Scott Printed by Clickpress www.clickpress.com.au
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In Africa, expect
the unexpected…
...for your tailored Safari contact us:
124 A Queen St | Woollahra | NSW | 2025
02 9327 0666 | info@classicsafaricompany.com.au
www.classicsafaricompany.com.au
Bespoke Safaris to Africa, Latin America & Indian Sub Continent

Congratulations to the new
Mayor - Councillor Toni Zelzter

Queens Court
Controversy
Monocle magazine asserted in its October 2013 edition that
Woollahra is immune from the international trend of the demise
of high streets attributed to “a rough economy, changing retail
habits and shoddy shopkeepers who think that just because
they stock a few essentials the public owes them a living”.
Monocle’s view is that a successful high street is dependant on the
owner and shop keeper assuming the role of “civic leader, rebel,
pioneer, entrepreneur”. High streets need to be run by people with
singular vision and the power to force through change. The bricks
and mortar in “high streets are civic spaces and done well they
provide a physical and metaphorical backbone for a community”.
There needs to be innovative use of shop fronts creating a
dynamic streetscape interface and engagement with residents and
community. It is also essential that a high street stays alive after
sunset with bars and restaurants accommodating neighbours.

Former Mayor - Councillor Andrew Petrie on election night
with new Mayor - Councillor Toni Zeltzer

Holdsworth Community
aims to contribute to A
Happy Life through the
provision of programs
and services to families, carers and seniors as well as to children
and adults with intellectual disabilities. carers, seniors as well
as children and adults with special needs and disabilities.
The annual fundraiser in October which was a fabulous night
of entertainment with Cuban musicians, dancers and dance
lessons. Penny Cook was an hilarious MC and was able to bring
a great understanding of what it is like to have a family member
with dementia.
Local businesses donated very generously to the auction items
and over $20,000 was raised for the Holdsworth Care Fund.
www.holdsworth.org.au

Susan Jarnason, Jane Stanham, Janet Dawson and Anne McArthur
enjoying the Holdsworth event at Kambala

Australian art dealer, Vivienne Sharpe and her partner, antiques
cognoscente, Tim McCormick acquired the Queens Court building
in 1993. At that time Queen Street was in the depths of a recession
and they decided to position the building as prestige retail space,
the peacock should display his feathers, Queens Court was
painted yellow. Business and customers flocked and Queen Street
assumed its rightful position in retail royalty and has since been
internationally recognised as a premium high street destination.
Fast forward to 2013 when on a wet and chilly winters day
the symptoms of a stagnant economy were once again
evident in empty shops and for lease signs. Tim believes that
“change does not just happen, it has to be stimulated” and
commissioned Burley Katon Halliday to advise on design. Iain
Halliday suggested painting the building pink because it of
its warm, inviting sensuality, the colour of love and harmony,
the sweet side of red. Inspired by the Paul Smith building on
Melrose Ave, Los Angeles the decision was made to restore
confidence, recreate and reinvent and paint the building pink!
The choice of colour was reportedly outrageous, scandalous
and inappropriate, particularly in a heritage conservation
area. It attracted the publicity, controversy and criticism which
commanding architectural choices intentionally provoke. The
value of creative expression is its ability to influence. Its purpose
is to stimulate reflection and provide a context in which opinions
- whether admonishments or admiration - can be shared and
debated. Community dialogue strengthens belonging, ownership
and social cohesion. The artist facilitates connectivity. Bricks and
mortar competition is dependant on creative retail experiences.
Vibrant spaces and buildings and shops continuously
offering change, something new, the unseen. An attractive
experiential and product offer needs to be certain, clear and
concise with a charming service that consummates the sale.
Queens Court boasts new tenants including children’s clothing
designer, Armani Junior, Luxe café and Di Jones, real estate.
They compete, collaborate and celebrate the new physical
space which provides a forum for the provision of a quality
customer as well as an enhanced community experience.

SUNMAN
& WALKER
Solicitors and Attorneys
First Floor, Woollahra Post Office,
99 Queen Street, Woollahra NSW 2025
Enter From Moncur Street
Ph: 02 9327 3180 Fax: 02 9327 8192
enquiries@sunmanwalker.com.au
Liability limited by a scheme approved under
professional standards legislation.
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Local Profile: Adam Harris - One Moncur: One Vision
VV: How have you connected with community?
AH: We support local suppliers and businesses, we have engaged
with neighbours through regular Sunday afternoon drinks and we
have forged a relationship with Holdsworth Community, which we
consider vital to securing our position as a community contributor.

One Moncur’s Adam Harris (right) with
Holdsworth CEO Michael Ryan discussing community initiatives

VV: When did you first start in the hospitality industry?
AH: I have always been interested in people and places so I
decided to study Social Welfare and Playwork at University
and worked for the local authority Children’s Department for
a few years. I then switched to food and beverages and have
worked in hospitality for over 13 years. Working initially in
Hampstead London and then moving to Australia and working
at Pony, Steel, Four Seasons Hotel and Sake, Ananas and The Cut.
VV: Why Woollahra?
AH: I am very comfortable working with communities and villages
and could see immediately that One Moncur was the place for
me because of the proximity to a high street and the residential
commercial mix. I knew that I could add value to the area and build
a successful business.
VV: What have you done to One Moncur since you arrived?
AH: We have refreshed the venue a little, the lighting has been
softened, fresh flowers are everywhere with bistro tables settings.
We have introduced fine dining standards at realistic prices with
particular focus on personal service in a relaxed, comfortable
environment.
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VV: Why is One Moncur terrific?
AH: We offer a range of services from bistro service, to
comfortable drinks in the lounge, to Sunday afternoon events
with live entertainment. We want to create a space for locals to
meet for a drink with the option of the bar area or the seated
lounge area. A new bistro area is available for light meals. In
other words you can meet for a quick drink at the bar, move to
the lounge and then share a delicious meal which is fine dining
quality at realistic prices. All of this is delivered in a considerate
environment, which seeks the support of our neighbours.

