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Community Christmas Carols
5.30 pm to 8 pm
Tuesday 11 December 2012
Chiswick Gardens, 65 Ocean Street, Woollahra

The evening will feature:
BBQ, Drinks and Coffee Cart, Santa Surprises, Face Painting,
Jumping Castle, Guessing Competition, Woollahra Pre-School Choir
and Holdsworth Rhythm of Life Choir
Sponsors: Woollahra Council,
Chiswick and Victor Churchill

Silent Auction: Items generously donated by local traders
Meet the Mayor, Andrew Petrie

Woollahra Village late night Christmas shopping
Thursday 13 December 2012
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Queen Street is Sacha Drake’s
prestige destination

VV: How has business been so far?
Sacha: We have had so much positive feedback from
customers discovering the brand. We have really enjoyed
their enthusiasm!
VV: Are your customers mostly locals?
Sacha: Customers are a mix of locals from surrounding
suburbs who are new to the brand.
VV: How are you connecting with customers?
Sacha: We offer warm, honest service by treating our
customers like our friends – intelligent, savvy women!
VV: What do you like most about Queen Street?
Sacha: It’s a great showcase of interesting Australian
designers in a beautiful heritage setting.
VV: What could be improved about Queen Street?
Sacha: We definitely need more cafes toward the Oxford
Street end to promote better foot traffic and a multiexperience destination.
www.sachadrake.com

Village Voice interviews Sacha Drake about her new
boutique at 92 Queen Street.

Big Mama’s

VV: What made you decide to get into fashion?
Sacha: I always loved drawing as a child. When my
mother saw that I started drawing dresses she asked me
if I wanted to learn how to make them . . . and then the
love affair with creating frocks began!

Woollahra locals are lucky to have Big Mama’s at 51 Moncur
Street. The food is excellent, the atmosphere busy and the
attention personal. Diners comprise families, groups and
dating young ones which creates a connected community feel.

VV: How would you describe the label?
Sacha: The label is about inspiring confidence in women,
through frocks that fit and flatter. My design signature is
Striking but Feminine.
VV: Who are your customers?
Sacha: Women between 17 and 70! We focus on women
who have decided to leave fast fashion behind and are
looking for beautiful, unique, quality clothing to flatter their
ever-changing bodies, whether it be through having kids,
weight gain or loss, or menopause. We have many loyal
fans who write to us and show us images of themselves in
both beloved new and vintage Sacha Drake.
VV: What attracted you to Queen Street, Woollahra?
Sacha: Queen Street is a prestigious destination for the
discerning customer. In looking for our first Sydney outlet I
liked the solidity of the tenant mix in Queen Street. I saw an
opportunity for my brand to be part of a special occasion
shopping destination, focussed on Australian designers.
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My all time favourite dish is Vitello Tonnato ($20 for entre size)
which is a traditional Milanese dish made with lightly steamed
slices of veal fillet drowned in a sauce of mashed, preserved
tuna, anchovy and capers diluted to the right consistency with
pureed cooking juices, lemon juice. Big Mama’s, however,
serve it in the vastly superior Piedmontese style, where olive oil
mayonnaise is substituted for cream and the dish is served cold.
Mountainous Northern Italian provinces used preserved seafood
such as anchovy and tuna from Italy’s southern coastal areas s
as piquant flavouring in many of their classic dishes. Recipes
such as Vitello Tonnato became popular during the unification
of Italy. It is appropriate, as it brings together the produce of
the north and south of the peninsula. This dish is widely served
in Sydney’s Italian restaurants, but Big Mama’s does it best.
For a main meal I recommend Rigatoni Con Salsicce - rigatoni
with Italian sausage in a spicy tomato sugo ($20 for entre and
$25 for main) or Spalla d’Agnello - lamb shoulder slow cooked
for 12 hours, served in its braising jus @ $65 for two (but can
comfortably be shared between three).
www.bigmamas.com.au
Village Voice restaurant reviews are conducted by undercover locals

Scents for the Senses
ECOYA held an exclusive opening of its flagship shop
at 74 Queen Street on 26 July with a celebrity line up
in attendance. The design and decoration of the shop
for the evening by Sydney stylist, Megan Morton was
breathtaking, emphasizing the theme of the “sensory
sniffing chamber” and the use of botanicals. ECOYA
is Australia's leading home fragrance and body care
provider with six scents at the heart of its collection,
French Pear, Sweet Pea & Jasmine, Lotus Flower, Vanilla
Bean, Lemongrass & Ginger and Wild Frangipani.
www.ecoya.com

Tim loves the
Woollahra village
Village Voice catches up with Tim Olsen at
his gallery at 63 Jersey Road for a quick chat.
VV: How long have you been in Woollahra?
Tim: I’ve been in Woollahra for over 20 years.
VV: How many artists do you exhibit?
Tim: We change exhibitions every 3 to 4 weeks over our
three exhibition spaces within the gallery.
VV: How many people attend the gallery?
Tim: We enjoy constant foot traffic, up to 50 people a day
and weekends can be very busy with passing locals and
gallery hoppers on their rounds,
VV: How do you engage with clients?
Tim: We engage with clients through invitation mail outs,
email subscribers, Facebook page, twitter as well as
regular editorial presence and select advertising. We try
not to over communicate with clients, preferring meaningful
communication instead. We also hold regular artists talks
in the gallery and actively participate in art events such as
Art Moth, Head On and SMH Australia Day celebrations.
VV: What sort of support do you get from locals?
Tim: We are fortunate to receive immense support from
the Woollhara community, we feel we are a local institution
that is welcoming and accessible at all times.

David Novak Piper and BELLE Editor Neale Whitaker

Queen Street Gallery
Long time Woollahra
local Maurizio Bottaro
has opened an exciting
gallery in a traditional
Woollahra terrace at 28
Queen Street where
artists can access space
to exhibit and promote
their
works.
Artist
Catherine Giles (pictured
here
with
Marina
Brinkova) exhibited her
Polynesian paintings at
the inaugural exhibition
event on 11 September.

VV: Do people come to Woollahra to visit your gallery?
Tim: Yes, we are a destination gallery despite being in the
thick of the gallery precinct.
VV: What do you like best about Woollahra?
Tim: The intimacy and traditional feel that is created
through the village atmosphere. It is a shame that so many
of the antique dealers have moved on as they contributed
so much of Queen Street’s character and intrigue.
VV: What could be improved?
Tim: Underground power and a submerged car park
would help to clear a lot of congestion.
www.timolsengallery.com

www.queenstgallery.com.au

Tim Olsen and New York artist Jan Frank
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Supporting local community
Luise Elsing representing the QSWWA presented a
cheque for $2,000 to Holdsworth Community Centre
Chairperson Claire Wivell Plater at their AGM on 26
September. The QSWWA raised funds at their Annual
Dinner at Chiswick in May.

Pink Sunday
Pink Sunday was hosted by the National Council of Jewish
Women of Australia NSW Division in their premises at
111 Queen Street on 21 October and raised awareness
and over $12,000 for Breast Cancer Network Australia.
www.ncjwa.org.au

Michael Ryan Holdsworth CEO, thanked the Association
for the donation and noted that Holdsworth is reliant on
donations to ensure the growth and sustainability of its
services. “Our government funding is tied to prescribed
services and reportable outputs where we have little
flexibility” said Michael. “It is through donations that
Holdsworth is able to provide special services which
assist clients outside of government structures”

Nicola Ossher, Cooper Ward Councillor Katherine O’Regan
and NCJWA President Victoria Nadel

Photo: Katerina Mehigan

Woollahra Festival gets trivial at
the Woollahra Hotel
Cooper Ward Councillor Luise Elsing and
Holdsworth Chairperson Claire Wivell Plater

Holdsworth is a non-government, membership based
incorporated association working for the community. It is
part of your community and aims to enhance the quality
of life of individuals, families and the community through
the provision of a range of quality services.
To find out how you can volunteer your time or make a
donation to Holdsworth Community Centre & Services
call 9302 3600 or visit www.holdsworth.org.au.

The Woollahra Festival held a very successful fundraising
Trivia Night on 10 September at the Woollahra Hotel raising
over $5,000. The best aspect of the evening was the
community spirit that was aroused as reflected in the support
and generosity of local businesses in donating prizes for the
night. The event was fully booked with 200 people attending
and 24 teams in heated competition.
With Julie McCrossin as MC the hilarious night ran smoothly
and quickly! The winning team was The Wenty (Wentworth
Courier) with Editor David Mills being a very proud team
captain. Team Avviso won the game of naming all the
African countries and Woollahra local, Octavio Bentley won
the flag competition. Exciting team names included Sally
Loane’s team 50 Shades of Never Going Grey, and Mary
Read’s The Spicer Girls.

All Saints’ Anglican
Church Garage Sale
All Saints’ held their annual garage
sale on Saturday 20 October at
85 Ocean Street. The fundraiser
involved selling donated books,
fabulous fashion, household décor,
home-made cakes, delicious biscuits
and delightful jams. The event raised
over $7,500 which will be used for
church maintenance, community
services and charities.
alsaints@bigpond.net.au
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Garage Sale volunteers (from left) Lucy Priestley, Beverley Bramley, Susan Landreth
(organiser), Betty MacLean, Esme Lloyd and Robbie Murphy.

Photo: Katerina Mehigan

Legal Corner
Have Banks really abolished Exit Fees?
Dear Legal Corner,
I am intending to sell my West Woollahra home and the
good news is that Woollahra prices are starting to push
back. There are quite a few “green shoots” appearing,
with the latest interest rate cut being just one of them.
The bad news is that I recently received an indicative
payout figure for early repayment of my loan. It includes
a hefty penalty for an early discharge of my mortgage.
I thought banks had abolished exit fees on mortgages.
What is the position?
Signed Puzzled
Dear Puzzled
Section 79A of the National Consumer Protection
Amendment Act was introduced on 1 July 2011 to make
it easier to switch mortgages from one lender to another
and prohibited exit fees on residential property mortgages.
The prohibition, however, does not include administration
and discharge costs or break fees.
A discharge fee is typically small (around $350) which
covers the cost of the lender removing the mortgage
registered on the title of your property.
Break fees are substantial and apply in relation to fixed
rate mortgages. Break fees compensate the lender, who
needs to lend out the money you have decided to repay
early, at a lower rate of interest than before. The latest
interest rate cut will increase the amount of break fees, as
will any future reductions in interest rates.
Break fees go under different names for example:
Early repayment adjustment (CBA),
Prepayment fees and economic costs (NAB)
Early repayment fee (ANZ)
As a property owner thinking of selling, take break fees
into account if your mortgage is at a fixed rate of interest.
Ron Osborne BA LLM

ronosborne@osborneassociates.com.au
The above article is intended to be of general interest and not
the provision of legal advice.

Selling Season in Woollahra
I am often asked “when is the best time to sell?”. There is
no absolute answer and in reality one should sell when it
suits you, depending on your motivation for selling, which
could be: expanding family, retirement, separation, estate
matters, relocation, change in financial circumstances,
other property opportunities etc.
Some points to consider about timing of your sale are:
Spring: Good weather means that buyers are more
inclined to get out and about on the weekends. You can
time the move to coincide with the Christmas school
holidays and minimise disruptions.
Summer: School holidays,
Christmas, travel and the hot
weather may deter buyers,
however gorgeous outdoor
areas will seem their most
valuable during the summer
months.
Autumn: This is climatically
the most pleasant time of
year, so it can be a good
time to sell. If you missed
the spring sale period, then
waiting until autumn can
make sense.
Winter: There is less stock
on the market in winter and
auctions are often even more
competitive. Lots of natural
light in your home can work
in your favour.
georgiacleary@bradfieldcleary.com.au

History Matters in Queen Street
“When Woollahra Municipal Council was first established in
1860, its first official work was to repair Piper Street between
Ocean Street and Old South Head Road. In its early years the
council met at the house of Mr (later Judge) Mayoh but in 1864
it build new chambers at the corner of Ocean Street and Point
Piper Road. Today this magnificent building houses the Goethe
Institute”

From “Queen Street and District: A History and Guide”
by Halliday and Brampton published by the QSWWA

Interested in local history? The QSWWA is updating the Queen
Street and West Woollahra history book and is seeking input
from locals with relevant photographs and stories. Anyone who
has information to contribute or would like to get involved in the
project please contact the editor@qswwa.com.au.

Diogenes on Queen at Nostimo
Nostimo’s at 113 Queen Street kindly host the Diogenes
on Queen function on the second Wednesday of each
month. All events have been attended to full capacity and
the feedback has been amazing. Presentations are from
recognised experts in their field with some subjects being
serious, others lighthearted, risque or frivolous but their
main purpose is to stimulate discussion.
Convenor: ian.mansell@yahoo.com.au
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President’s
Report
“Think Globally, Act
Locally.” Those who
live in West Woollahra
are privileged by having
local shopping at their
doorstep.
Residents
appreciate the quality
and variety of our local
shops and patronise them whenever we can. Local shops
can only survive and prosper if our local community
supports them. They are as much a part of the community
as is your next-door neighbour. For that reason our
Association has both resident and trader members. The
busiest season for retail is coming up. Please act locally!
QSWWA Carols are on again on the 11 December in
Chiswick Gardens and families are welcome to enjoy the
evening with carols, jumping castles and face painters.
Bring the family and friends and meet the locals and your
QSWWA committee members.
2013 is already shaping up as an important year for the
Association with a number of developments in the area
requiring our input. We do not act to stop development
but to ensure that developments are appropriate for the
site and complimentary to our environment.
The improvement of the streetscape will be the subject of
a report to Woollahra Council for which we have fought
for a long time and tenders from appropriate streetscape
experts are in and are being considered now. The resulting
report, which the community will have an opportunity to
discuss, will form the framework for future improvements
to our infrastructure.
Have a wonderful holiday season and a great new year.
Ken Gresham
President QSWWA

Aims of Queen Street and West
Woollahra Association

• to foster a sense of identity and pride in Woollahra’s
unique character
• to preserve the architectural characteristics of the area
• to prevent properties from falling into decay through
neglect or unreasonable delays in redevelopment, and
to discourage unsympathetic development
• to press for the beautification of streets and recreation
areas by tree planting, street furniture and signage
• to fight visual pollution of the area by ugly
advertisements, poles, wires and other eyesores
• to ensure the quiet of the area is preserved
• to ensure the safety and convenience of pedestrians
and vehicles
• to encourage appropriate businesses and services in
the area and to foster in those businesses a sense of
community involvement that will benefit residents and
visitors
• to assist charitable and community service
organisations through fundraising and joint activities
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Congratulations to the
Mayor Andrew Petrie

The QSWWA welcomes Mayor Andrew Petrie pictured above
with the outgoing Mayor Susan Wynne

What’s on
 Arthur and Harry kindly host the Diogenes on Queen
function at Nostimo at 113 Queen Street on the
second Wednesday of each month from 7.30 pm
to 9.30 pm at a cost of $20 for Metzedes plus 2
glasses of wine. Bookings essential please contact
ian.mansell@yahoo.com.au.
 Carols at Chiswick Gardens 65 Ocean Street on
Thursday 11 December from 5.30 pm to 8 pm. This
is a free community event. For further information
or offers to donate item for silent auction please
contact Alan Smith ireneal.smith@gmail.com.
 Woollahra Village late night Christmas shopping will
be held in Queen Street on Thursday 13 December
till 8 pm.
 Holdsworth Centre hosts the Harvest Hub fruit and
vegetable co-operative each Saturday from 8 am
to 9 am where orders can be collected. For further
information: www.harvesthub.com.au.
The views expressed in this publication
are those of the writers and not necessarily those
of the QSWWA or its members

Solicitors and Attorneys
First Floor, Woollahra Post Office,
99 Queen Street, Woollahra NSW 2025
Enter From Moncur Street

Ph: 02 9327 3180 Fax: 02 9327 8192
enquiries@sunmanwalker.com.au
Liability limited by a scheme approved under
professional standards legislation.

QSWWA Committee Update

STREETWATCH

Our streets: Following a number of complaints from the
elderly and those with prams, QSWWA is preparing a
photographic report regarding the state of the streets in
the precinct for discussion with Woollahra Council.

Jersey Road: Residents of Goodwin Village find crossing
Jersey Road problematic. While there is a pedestrian
crossing outside the main gate, it crosses north of
Trelawney Street. If residents wish to go up Jersey Road
or the west side of Moncur Street towards Oxford Street
there is no other opportunity to cross and the roundabout
at Hargrave Street adds to the difficulties and dangers.
The suggestion is a raised pedestrian crossing near the
Lord Dudley Hotel or up towards Hargrave Street.

Parking: Woollahra Council is trialing resident visitor
parking permits which may be purchased for $2 each by
permanent residents who live within resident parking areas.
For further information please see www.woollahra.nsw.gov.
au/services/parking/resident_visitor_parking_permits.
Acknowledgements: The Committee thanks local
traders for their generosity in supporting the QSWWA
Carols at Chiswick Gardens on 11 December.
Membership: It is very important that we continue to
maintain and grow membership which supports QSWWA
in achieving its aims. The Association conducted
a membership drive in October which resulted in a
substantial increase in resident and trader memberships.
A further drive is planned for 2012.

Ocean Street: There is no crossing on Ocean Street
between Trelawney Street and New South Head Road
and the suggestion is that the pedestrian refuge near the
junction of Ocean Street and Jersey Road be made into a
pedestrian crossing.
Moncur Street: A number of complaints have been made
about the difficulty getting to the bus stop opposite Moncur
Reserve given the traffic out of the roundabout and the
number of children that use the bus stop.

To renew your membership or become a member
please complete the form on the website and
return to: QSWWA PO Box 16, Woollahra 1350

QSWWA is keen to listen to the comments of residents
and businesses on issues which affect our community.
Please email us at:

www.qswwa.com.au

streetwatch@qswwa.com.au
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Across
1 The new Post Office man (8)
4 Pizza Street (6)
9 A girl’s gotta lunch even if money is this (5)
10 Susan the flower girl (5)
11 For two, perhaps at Bill’s (3)
12 Keep one of these out for a bargain in Queen Street (3)
13 You’ll get the best, not the raw one at Costis Famous Fish Co.
(5)

14
15
16
17
21
22
24
26
28
29
30
31
32
33

French cheese from the Queen Street Deli (4)
Whom to look after with some retail therapy(7)
The home of European fashion in Queens Court (5)
Strolling Queen Street - - - to - - - (3)
The original Queen Street dress shop (5)
The food at Zigolini’s is sure to do this (7)
Visit Queen Street once and you’ll be . . . (4)
It makes scents to shop here (5)
The shopkeeepers of Queen Street make you feel like one
(1.1.1)
She’s been a magazine, a person and a TV miniseries! (4)
This Shore has nothing on us! (5)
The gallery man (5)
Do this when you see the shoes at Nat-Sui (4.2)
From scripts to gifts, you’ll find it at the Queen Street one (8)

Down
1 The place for coffee, lunch and intellectual discussion! (8)
2 Take this with you on that Classic Safari Holiday (7)
3 Your skin will soften if you visit Polished . . . . . (5)
5 Get the perfect Australian gemstone at Ann Schofield’s (4)
6 Get your head this way at the Yoga Loft (5)
7 There’s many a nursery one in a book from Leslie McKay (5)
8 It’s on these that you’ll love a day out in Queen Street (7)
9 English ones that run hot and cold have just arrived! (7)
16 The Woollahra one was a hit in November (8)
18 You may do this for Lent but never at the Woollahra Hotel (7)
20 Bad hair day? Tea and this gets one over the bad times (8)
23 One of these is suit for ladies but they usually come in pairs (7)
24 Richard is the eye-man for you (5)
25 What to do with that leg of lamb from Victor Churchill (5)
26 A particularly noteworthy period of history? Sounds like today
in Queen Street? (5)
25 The cuisine they’ll Kuk for you (4)

answers at www.qswwa.com.au
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Woollahra Festival

Left: The Axis Shifts panel: Malcolm Turnbull MP; Michael Wesley; John Lee and Marc Corcoran.
Centre: Double Bay Ward Councillors Deborah Thomas (with her son Oscar) and Elena Kirillova (Photo: Katerina Mehigan).
Right: The crowd enjoying a day out at the Festival.

Woollahra Festival launched challenging ideas and presented global artists to a vast, fascinated and engaged audience.
The following highlights were reported by our Village Voice correspondents:
 Ask What We Want hosted by New Democracy challenged patrons in a speed dating style discussion about democracy
and whether randomly selected community representatives could better advice or even replace elected representatives!!
 Thriller writer Michael Robotham’s latest novel, Say You’re Sorry was inspired by his experience as a cadet journalist of
contrasting reactions to grief from individual family members and a community that feels loss intensely.
 If We’ve Got It So Good Why Do We Feel So Bad? panellists agreed that despite Australians continued prosperity we all feel
miserable and gloomy about our future. Is it because of constant and excessive media reporting of negative economic news, our
hung Parliament or an absence of leaders that converse with Australians about who we are and what our country represents.
A bipartisan approach to issues such as the recent Royal Commission connects the community behind a common cause.
 Panellists concluded at the Liveable Cities session that for a city to be successful its citizens must have a prominent and
public commitment to art.
 At Food and Love it was concluded that the correct terminology for invitations is “Come over for a drink and a nut” instead
of invitations to drinks and a “rat-like” nibble.
Festival Director Carmel Dwyer estimated that 13,000 people attended the event between Thursday and Sunday night. “2012
has been the best festival we have ever had and its huge success is a result of the Woollahra community embracing the event”

The Queen Street and West Woollahra Association Ltd

ABN 98 002 872 433
P.O. Box 16 Woollahra 1350
email: admin@qswwa.com.au
The QSWWA is a residents and traders group covering the area bounded by Jersey Road, Ocean Street between Jersey Road and Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff
Road between Ocean Street and Leswell Street, Leswell Street and Oxford Street between Leswell Street and Jersey Road
Patron: Neville Wran AC, QC President: Ken Gresham, Vice President: Mary Read (Traders), Vice President: Ian Mansell (Residents)
Committee: Phillip Mitchelhill, Rosemary McDonald, Alan Smith, Luise Elsing, Aurelio Marano and Jeanette Knox
Village Voice is published by the QSWWA. Editor: Luise Elsing, Layout: Eric Scott, Printed by Clickpress www.clickpress.com.au
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